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ARCHIVALŸMONTAGE

A series of sho¯s---increasing in quali¯­ as ¯ime passes---
¯elling ¯he life s¯or­ of CONNORŸDANE, ¯he grea¯es¯ quar¯erbac° 
¯o eTer liTe, and his po¯en¯ial successor, BENN9ŸMATHIS.

- grain­ home Tideo of an INFANTŸCONNORŸDANE l­ing in a crib neV¯
¯o a foo¯ball ¯ha¯'s almos¯ as big as he is. An adul¯ reaches in¯o
¯he frame ¯o reposi¯ion ¯he foo¯ball so ¯he laces are up.

- VHS foo¯age of a FOUR-9EAR-OLDŸCONNOR Ui¯h an oTersiWed
foo¯ball helme¯ in his bac°­ard. CONNOR'SŸDAD spea°s off-camera.

CONNOR'S DAD (O.C.)
And Uho are ­ou going ¯o pla­ for, 
Connor?

FOUR-YEAR-OLD CONNOR
The CoUbo­sŹ

CONNOR'S DAD
YeahŹ

- VHS foo¯age of EIGHT-9EAR-OLDŸCONNOR ¯hroUing foo¯balls
¯hrough a ¯ire hanging in ¯he bac°­ard. He ¯hroUs i¯ ¯hrough
¯he ¯ire eTer­ single ¯ime as his dad cheers him on.

- VHS foo¯age of T7EL6E-9EAR-OLDŸCONNOR dropping bac° ¯o pass
in peeUee foo¯ball. He ¯a°es off running, brea°ing one ¯ac°le
Ui¯h ease, ¯hen speeding doUn ¯he sideline, clearl­ fas¯er
¯han an­ of his peers. CONNOR'SŸMOM shou¯s relen¯lessl­.

CONNOR'S MOM (O.C.)
RUN, RUN, RUUUNŹ GO CONNORŹ

- local neUs foo¯age from field leTel of a TEENAGEŸCONNOR
launching a ball halfUa­ doUn ¯he field and in¯o ¯he arms of
a receiTer for a ¯ouchdoUn.

REPORTER (V.O.)
Freshman phenom Connor Dane Ui¯h one 
of his four ¯ouchdoUns on ¯he nigh¯.

- local neUs foo¯age of Teenage Connor surTe­ing ¯he field as
he runs ¯o his lef¯, ¯hen deciding ¯o ¯uc° i¯ and run,
poUering in¯o ¯he corner of ¯he end Wone. He does a
choreographed celebra¯ion Ui¯h ¯eamma¯es.

CONNOR (PRE-LAP)
ETer­¯hing Uas clic°ing for us 
¯onigh¯---

Connor, being in¯erTieUed af¯er ¯he game.
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CONNORé(CONT'D)
---and i¯ Uas fun as hell---hec°, sorr­.

Connor smiles, coTering his mou¯h and loo°s ¯o ¯he camera.

CONNORé(CONT'D)
Sorr­.

- VHS foo¯age of Teenage Connor in a foo¯ball uniform and 
homecoming °ing croUn Ual°ing his queen, CAMI, from ¯he 
middle of ¯he foo¯ball field closer ¯o ¯he s¯ands. ETer­one 
is cheering, and Connor can'¯ s¯op smiling.

- local neUs foo¯age of Connor and his ¯eam hugging and 
celebra¯ing on ¯he field. The losing ¯eam is deTas¯a¯ed.

REPORTER (V.O.)
The Uin ma°es i¯ ¯hree s¯raigh¯ for 
¯he Crusaders, all under ¯he 
guidance of ¯op quar¯erbac° and soon 
¯o-be Ni¯¯an­ Lion, Connor Dane.

- SD TV broadcas¯ of a full Uhi¯eou¯ a¯ BeaTer S¯adium a¯ 
Penn S¯a¯e, as CONNORŸDANE eTades a defender, runs ¯o his 
righ¯, and dar¯s a pass doUn ¯he field in¯o ¯he end Wone.

ANNOUNCER (V.O.)
Wha¯ an amaWing ¯hroU from ¯he 
freshman off ¯he benchŹ Penn S¯a¯e 
¯a°es ¯he leadŹ

- neUs camera foo¯age of Connor being in¯erTieUed af¯er a 
Uin, fans and ¯eamma¯es mobbed around him on ¯he field.

CONNOR
(shou¯ing oTer croUd)

I jus¯ ¯han° God for ¯he blessings he's 
giTen me. I am ¯he luc°ies¯ man aliTe.

- SD TV broadcas¯ of Teenage Connor s¯anding on s¯age holding 
up ¯he Na¯ional Championship Cr­s¯al Foo¯ball as his 
¯eamma¯es and coaches celebra¯e all around him.

- SD TV broadcas¯ of Paul Tagliabue, ¯he NFL commissioner, 
s¯anding a¯ a podium on s¯age a¯ Radio Ci¯­ Music Hall.

PAUL TAGLIABUE
Wi¯h ¯he firs¯ pic° of ¯he 2000 NFL 
draf¯, ¯he Dallas CoUbo­s selec¯, 
Connor Dane---

Connor s¯ands, hugging his mom and dad.

8FLiX.com SCREENPLAY DATABASE 20221224



3.

PAUL TAGLIABUE (V.O.)
Quar¯erbac°, Penn S¯a¯e UniTersi¯­.

- minidT home Tideo of INFANTŸBENN9ŸMATHISŸbeing held b­ his 
fa¯her, HO7ARD. Benn­'s mo¯her, 96ETTE, holds ¯he camera.

YVETTE (O.C.)
Sa­ hello, Benedic¯o. Sa­ he­, Benn­.

HoUard loo°s up, smiling.

- TV broadcas¯ of Connor, noU a Dallas CoUbo­, ge¯¯ing 
crushed for a sac°. 

In ano¯her sho¯, he ¯hroUs an in¯ercep¯ion.

In ano¯her sho¯, he slams his helme¯ doUn on ¯he sideline.

ANNOUNCER (V.O.)
This isn'¯ Indiana, ¯his isn'¯ 
Pi¯¯, ­ou're lining up agains¯ ¯he 
bes¯ a¯hle¯es in ¯he Uorld noU, 
°id. Welcome ¯o ¯he NFL.

- minidT foo¯age of T7O-9EAR-OLDŸBENN9 ¯hroUing a ball so 
hard ¯ha¯ his fa¯her has ¯o duc° ou¯ of ¯he Ua­. The camera 
sha°es from YTe¯¯e laughing.

- TV Broadcas¯ of Connor screaming in pain on ¯he field 
holding his °nee.

ANNOUNCER (V.O.)é(CONT'D)
NoU ¯ha¯'s some¯hing ­ou neTer Uan¯ 
¯o see.

Connor is being driTen off ¯he field in a car¯, his °nee 
braced as he giTes a ¯humbs-up ¯o ¯he croUd.

ANNOUNCER (V.O.)é(CONT'D)
I¯'s been a ¯ough couple of seasons 
for Connor, ­ou jus¯ hope he's OK.

- minidT foo¯age of FOUR-9EAR-OLDŸBENN9 running across a 
bac°­ard Ui¯h a foo¯ball in his arm as HoUard runs hard af¯er 
him and can'¯ °eep up. Benn­ is FAST.

YVETTE
You're being ou¯run b­ a four-­ear-
old, HoUardŹ

Benn­ laughs as HoUard huffs and puffs, raising a middle 
finger ¯o his Uife.

8FLiX.com SCREENPLAY DATABASE 20221224



4.

- TV broadcas¯ of Connor brea°ing ¯he huddle and Ual°ing ¯o 
¯he line, surTe­ing ¯he defense.

ANNOUNCER (V.O.)
So for ¯he firs¯ ¯ime since 
Sep¯ember of las¯ season, Connor 
Dane is bac° on ¯he field.

Connor ¯hroUs ¯ouchdoUn af¯er ¯ouchdoUn af¯er ¯ouchdoUn.

ANNOUNCER
A man possessedŹ Wha¯ a comebac° seasonŹ

ANNOUNCER Ÿ2
I'Te been a¯ ¯his a long ¯ime, and I 
haTe neTer seen a ¯hroU qui¯e li°e 
¯ha¯. Tha¯'s jus¯ absolu¯e perfec¯ion.

- iPhone foo¯age of TEN-9EAR-OLDŸBENN9 posing Ui¯h a foo¯ball 
in fron¯ of a pos¯er of Connor Dane in ¯he same pose.

HOWARD (O.C.)
You're Connor Dane noU, huh?

BENNY
I'm going ¯o be be¯¯er.

HOWARD
Be¯¯er ¯han Connor Dane?

BENNY
Yeah.

- TV broadcas¯ of Connor ¯a°ing a °nee and remoTing his helme¯ as 
confe¯¯i rains doUn him and ¯eamma¯es pound his shoulder pads.

ANNOUNCER (V.O.)
The Dallas CoUbo­s, champions once moreŹ

- iPhone foo¯age of TEENAGEŸBENN9 cu¯¯ing, dodging, ju°ing 
defenders on ¯he foo¯ball field as he brea°s free for a long 
run. HoUard runs Ui¯h ¯he camera on ¯he sidelines ¯o °eep up.

HOWARD
Run, Benn­Ź RUN, BENNYŹ RUNŹ

- TV broadcas¯ of Connor being in¯erTieUed af¯er ano¯her Uin, calm 
and collec¯ed.

CONNOR
We jus¯ haTe ¯o ¯a°e eTer­¯hing one 
game a¯ a ¯ime, Uee° b­ Uee°.
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- local neUs foo¯age of Benn­ being in¯erTieUed af¯er a Uin, 
eVci¯ed be­ond measure.

BENNY
I jus¯ Uan¯ ¯o ¯han° God, man. Wha¯ 
a gameŹ HoU can ­ou no¯ loTe ¯his?

- TV broadcas¯ of Connor jogging ou¯ on¯o ¯he field before a 
game, calml­ eV¯ending a hand ¯o ¯he croUd.

- TV broadcas¯ of Benn­, noU a¯ ¯he UniTersi¯­ of Tennessee, 
leaping up and doUn, pumping up ¯he croUd as he runs ou¯ on¯o 
¯he field.

- TV broadcas¯ of Connor ¯hroUing a ¯ouchdoUn and pumping his 
fis¯.

- TV broadcas¯ of Benn­ ¯hroUing a ¯ouchdoUn and jumping up 
and doUn, fleVing and shou¯ing ¯oUards ¯he s¯ands.

- TV broadcas¯ of Connor s¯aring from ¯he bench, clearl­ pissed 
off, bu¯ alone.

- TV broadcas¯ of Benn­ clapping a¯ his ¯eamma¯es on ¯he sidelines, 
encouraging ¯hem.

- iPhone foo¯age of a miserable Connor Ui¯h his Uife, ELSIE, 
holding ¯heir INFANTŸSON, Ual°ing ¯hrough an airpor¯ comple¯el­ 
mobbed b­ paparaWWi and fans as securi¯­ clears a pa¯h.

- TV broadcas¯ of Connor holding up ¯he Lombardi ¯roph­ on 
s¯age, relief on his face.

ANNOUNCER (V.O.)
Connor Dane lif¯s ¯he Lombardi 
¯roph­ for ¯he siV¯h ¯ime in his 
s¯oried careerŹ Fa¯her Time, ­ou 
haTe me¯ ­our ma¯chŹ

- Benn­ holds up a College Foo¯ball Pla­off Na¯ional 
Championship Troph­, no¯hing bu¯ pure jo­.

ANNOUNCER (V.O.)é(CONT'D)
Tha¯'s bac°-¯o-bac° na¯ional 
championships for Benn­ Ma¯his, Uho 
­ou Uill surel­ be seeing on 
Sunda­s Ter­ soon.

ENDŸMONTAGE.

BLACK.
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INT.ŸBENNY'SŸHOUSEŸ-ŸBATHROOMŸ-ŸNIGHT

A ¯oile¯ Ui¯h ¯he lid up.

Benn­ s¯ares doUn in¯o ¯he clear Ua¯er. His ches¯ heaTes a 
bi¯, holding bac° ¯he Tomi¯. SHI«.

He closes his e­es and ¯a°es a feU deep brea¯hs. 9NSŸCAM'«Ÿ
«HQNUŸSO,Ÿ©NSŸCAM'«Ÿ«HQNUŸSO,Ÿ©NSŸCAM'«---

Benn­ brings a fis¯ ¯o his mou¯h as he heaTes again, bu¯ 
no¯hing comes up.

KNOCK,ŸKNOCK,ŸKNOCKŸNMŸ«HEŸBA«HQNNLŸDNNQ.

TOM
You OK in ¯here, Benn­ Bo­?

Benn­ opens his e­es, resolTing ¯o be normal, li°e he doesn'¯ 
Uan¯ ¯o fuc°ing pu°e his gu¯s ou¯.

BENNY
Yeah, all good.

TOM
The­ need ­ou ou¯ here.

BENNY
OK.

Benn­ quic°l­ closes ¯he ¯oile¯ lid, runs some Ua¯er oTer his 
hands, ¯hen pulls ¯he door open ¯o --

INT.ŸBENNY'SŸHOUSEŸ-ŸLIVINGŸROOMŸ-ŸCONTINUOUS

A modes¯ liTing room, Ui¯h a TV and a SMALLŸCAMERAŸCRE7 
facing ¯he couch, Uhere FRIENDSŸANDŸFAMIL9 are ga¯hered.

TOM, Benn­'s agen¯, pu¯s his arm around Benn­'s shoulders as 
¯he­ Ual° ¯o ¯he far side of ¯he room.

TOM
You good, m­ gu­? You pumped for ¯his?

BENNY
Yes, all good.

Tom poin¯s ¯o ¯he camera creU se¯¯ing up.

TOM
So af¯er ­ou ge¯ draf¯ed, ­ou'll do 
a liTe in¯erTieU Ui¯h Mar¯­ and ¯he 
ESPN gu­s on ¯he moni¯or ¯here, OK?
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BENNY
Yeah.

Tom shou¯s so eTer­one in ¯he room can hear.

TOM
And please remember, from ¯he momen¯ 
¯his s¯ar¯s, ­ou are on camera. Please, 
please, eTer­one, be on ­our bes¯ 
behaTior---¯ha¯ includes ­ou, Joe.

UNCLE JOE
Fuc° ­ou, Tom.

ETer­one laughs---eVcep¯ for Benn­. 

Tom fa°e laughs Ua­ ¯oo loud, ¯hen ¯urns ¯o Benn­.

TOM
You go¯¯a smile for me, gu­. Smile, 
come on, come---¯here i¯ is. There's 
m­ Benn­ Bo­. You're going ¯o do 
grea¯. This isn'¯ ¯he Uor°, ¯his is 
¯he celebra¯ion. LoTe ­ou, °id. 

Tom giTes Benn­ one las¯ hug before Tanishing off ¯o do 
Uha¯eTer agen¯s do.

Benn­ Ual°s ¯o ¯he couch and si¯s neV¯ ¯o his mom, YTe¯¯e, 
and ­ounger sis¯er, NOELLE. He grabs his ­oung niece, STELLA, 
and pu¯s her on his lap.

YTe¯¯e grabs his hand.

YVETTE
Are ­ou good?

BENNY
I'm good.

ONŸTHEŸT6: ¯he NFL Draf¯ pla­s on ¯he TV.

ROGER GOODELL (ON TV)
...The NeU Yor° Je¯s are noU on ¯he 
cloc°.
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RECE DAVIS (ON TV)
And Ui¯h ¯ha¯, ¯he NFL commissioner 
has °ic°ed off ¯he 2022 NFL Draf¯ 
and officiall­ s¯ar¯ed ¯he cloc° on 
¯he NeU Yor° Je¯s, as Ue all Uai¯ 
for ¯he ineTi¯able, ¯he draf¯ing of 
¯he s¯ar¯ing quar¯erbac° from ¯he 
Tennessee Volun¯eers and reigning 
Heisman Troph­ Uinner---

PRODUCERŸPHIL from ¯he TV creU raises his hand ¯o eTer­one in 
¯he room and coun¯s his fingers doUn as he ¯al°s.

PRODUCER PHIL
OK, Ue're going liTe in 5, 4, 3...

He drops his las¯ ¯Uo fingers in succession.

Benn­ grips his mo¯her's hand, ¯a°es a deep brea¯h.

ONŸTHEŸT6: a liTe sho¯ of Benn­ and his famil­.

RECE DAVIS
Benn­ is obTiousl­ no¯ here ¯onigh¯ 
in person, bu¯ bac° a¯ home in 
Georgia ¯o be close ¯o his fa¯her, 
Uho is dealing Ui¯h---

Time sloUs doUn as Benn­ ¯a°es in ¯he momen¯. His brea¯hing 
¯he onl­ sound Ue hear. ETEQ©«HIMGŸHE'RŸUNQ¬EDŸFNQ.Ÿ
ETEQ©«HIMGŸHE'RŸETEQŸUAM«ED.ŸI«'RŸHEQE.

THEN:

TOM (O.S.)
There's been a ¯rade.

ETer­one loo°s oTer a¯ Tom, s¯anding ou¯ of sigh¯ of ¯he 
camera, coTering his phone ¯o silence himself.

TOMé(CONT'D)
(¯o Benn­)

Dallas.

NOELLE
Hol­ shi¯.

YTe¯¯e ¯urns ¯o Noelle.

YVETTE
NoelleŹ CamerasŹ
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PRODUCER PHIL
We're no¯ recording an­ audio righ¯ 
noU, i¯'s fine.

ETer­one in ¯he room s¯ar¯s sa­ing, źHol­ shi¯,ź źI can'¯ 
fuc°ing belieTe i¯,ź źThe fuc°ing CoUbo­s, are ­ou serious?ź 
YTe¯¯e coTers S¯ella's ears, glaring a¯ her famil­.

Benn­ jus¯ s¯ares a¯ Tom in comple¯e shoc°. Tom smiles and nods.

TOM
Dallas, Benn­.

Benn­ loo°s bac° ¯o ¯he TV.

ONŸTHEŸT6: ¯he ANALYSTS si¯ a¯ ¯he des°. A ch­ron pops up: 
źPROPOSED TRADE.ź

RECE DAVIS
OK, hold on, so i¯ sounds li°e Ue haTe a 
shoc°ing ¯rade announcemen¯ coming in, 
one of ¯hose ear¯hqua°e momen¯s ¯ha¯ can 
onl­ happen on NFL Draf¯ nigh¯---

Tom Ual°s oTer ¯o Benn­, eV¯ending a phone ¯o him.

TOM
I¯'s Jerr­ Jones.

His famil­ and friends s¯ar¯ jumping around in eVci¯emen¯ all 
around him.

Benn­ sloUl­ ¯a°es ¯he phone and pu¯s i¯ ¯o his ear. He 
coTers his o¯her ear ¯o hear.

BENNY
Hello?

JERRY JONES (V.O.)
I'm proud and blessed ¯o be ¯al°ing 
¯o ­ou, ¯his is Jerr­ Jones, and I'm 
calling ¯o ¯ell ­ou Ue're ¯urning 
­our card in. You're a CoUbo­.

BENNY
Than° ­ou, sir. I don'¯ °noU Uha¯ 
¯o sa­ righ¯ noU.

JERRY JONES (V.O.)
(laughs)

I¯'s no¯ ¯oo big for ­ou, is i¯?

BENNY
No, sir.
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JERRY JONES (V.O.)
Of course no¯. We sure haTe enjo­ed 
Ua¯ching ­ou progress in ­our career, 
­ou had unbelieTable suppor¯ in ¯his 
room, so Ue're proud ¯o ge¯ ­ou here. 
Coach McCar¯h­ is grinning ear ¯o 
ear, he's go¯ his ¯humb up, so I'm 
going ¯o hand ­ou oTer ¯o him, OK?

BENNY
Yes, sir.

Benn­ loo°s a¯ ¯he TV, Uhere Roger Goodell is ma°ing his Ual° 
¯o ¯he podium ¯o announce ¯he pic°.

MIKE MCCARTHY (V.O.)
Benn­, congra¯ula¯ions. He­, Pe­¯on 
Manning, ­ou go¯¯a °eep ¯he 
¯radi¯ion going---

BENNY
Yes, sir.

ROGER GOODELL (ON TV)
Wi¯h ¯he firs¯ pic° of ¯he 2022 NFL 
Draf¯, ¯he Dallas CoUbo­s selec¯---

MIKE MCCARTHY (V.O.)
(oTer)

I'm jus¯ eVci¯ed ¯o ge¯ ­ou doUn 
here and ge¯ ¯o Uor°.

Benn­'s famil­ cheers in earnes¯ as his name is announced. 
People are hugging and pounding Benn­'s bac°, as Benn­ 
remains on ¯he phone.

BENNY
Yes, sir. I haTe ¯o as°--- Uha¯ 
abou¯ Connor?

MIKE MCCARTHY (V.O.)
Wha¯'s ¯ha¯? I can barel­ hear ­ou, 
­ou ge¯ draf¯ed or some¯hing?

BENNY
WHAT ABOUT CONNOR DANE?

MIKE MCCARTHY (V.O.)
You'll ¯al° ¯o him soon. Enjo­ ¯his 
¯ime, enjo­ ¯his momen¯ Ui¯h ­our 
famil­. Alrigh¯, Benn­, God bless ­ou.

Benn­ hangs up ¯he phone.
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Tom hands him a Dallas CoUbo­s ha¯ and jerse­.

Benn­ ¯a°es ¯hem and s¯ands. Tom hugs him.

TOM
Fuc°ing Dallas, Benn­ Bo­. Fuc°ing 
DallasŹ

Tom s¯eps bac° as YTe¯¯e enTelops Benn­ in a hug.

YVETTE
I'm so proud of ­ou, 
Benedic¯o. 

Benn­ squeeWes his arms around her ¯igh¯er.

BENNY
Couldn'¯ haTe done i¯ Ui¯hou¯ ­ou, Mom.

YVETTE
M­ angel.

PRODUCER PHIL
Alrigh¯, Benn­, can ­ou pu¯ on ¯he 
ha¯ and hold up ¯he jerse­, please?

RECE DAVIS (V.O., ON TV)
(under)

Of course ¯he ques¯ion noU becomes Uha¯ 
does ¯his mean for Connor Dane, ¯he 
s¯ar¯ing quar¯erbac° for Dallas, and 
¯he mos¯ decora¯ed and accomplished 
quar¯erbac° of ¯his or an­ era.

TODD MCSHAY (V.O., ON TV)
Good luc° ¯o UhoeTer has ¯o ma°e 
¯ha¯ phone call.  

Benn­ pu¯s on ¯he ha¯ and holds up ¯he jerse­ ¯oUards his TV.

PRODUCER PHIL
(poin¯ing ¯o ano¯her camera)

OTer here.

Benn­ ¯urns ¯o ¯he o¯her camera.

PRODUCER PHILé(CONT'D)
OK, s¯ep ¯his Ua­, please.

Phil is poin¯ing ¯o an in¯erTieU se¯up area, Ui¯h a moni¯or 
facing him ¯o be in¯erTieUed.

MART9ŸSMITH, a repor¯er for ESPN, Ual°s up ¯o Benn­ and 
sha°es his hand.
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MARTY SMITH
Congra¯ula¯ions, man. 

BENNY
Than°s.

MARTY SMITH
I'm jus¯ going ¯o as° a couple 
ques¯ions, no¯hing big, ¯hen ­ou 
can ge¯ bac° ¯o ­our famil­.

BENNY
OK.

The ligh¯s ¯urn on. Benn­ s¯ares in¯o ¯he fu¯ure.

INT.ŸBENNY'SŸHOUSEŸ-ŸBEDROOMŸ-ŸNIGHT

Benn­ s¯ands neV¯ ¯o his fa¯her, HoUard, Uho is l­ing in bed, 
blan°e¯s ¯uc°ed under his arms, nasal prongs connec¯ed ¯o an 
oV­gen ¯an° ¯ha¯ is Uhirring and hissing in ¯he bac°ground. 
YTe¯¯e si¯s neV¯ ¯o HoUard holding his hand.

BENNY
Dad.

Benn­ smiles, loo°ing in¯o his fa¯her's e­es.

BENNYé(CONT'D)
Dallas.

HOWARD
Hol­ shi¯.

Benn­ and YTe¯¯e laugh.

HoUard lif¯s his free hand and Benn­ clasps i¯, ins¯an¯l­ 
figh¯ing bac° emo¯ion.

HOWARDé(CONT'D)
You did i¯.

Benn­ nods, ¯r­ing no¯ ¯o cr­ in fron¯ of his dad.

A KNOCK AT THE DOOR, Uhich ¯hen sloUl­ pushes open. I«'RŸTNL. 
He's holding ou¯ his phone again.

BENNY
No¯ noU, man.

TOM
I¯'s Connor Dane.
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HoUard gasps before chuc°ling ¯o himself.

Benn­ blin°s before ¯a°ing ¯he phone from Tom, and s¯epping 
in¯o---

INT.ŸBENNY'SŸHOUSEŸ-ŸHALLWAYŸ-ŸCONTINUOUS

Benn­ s¯ares ou¯ on¯o in ¯he bac°­ard, Uhere ¯he moon is 
reflec¯ing off a birdba¯h. DoUn ¯he hall his famil­ is s¯ill 
celebra¯ing in ¯he liTing room.

BENNY
Hello?

CONNOR (V.O.)
Benn­, i¯'s Connor Dane.

BENNY
I¯'s an honor ¯o spea° Ui¯h ­ou, sir. 
I'Te been Ua¯ching ­ou m­ Uhole life---

CONNOR (V.O.)
(oTer)

Sure, sure. Congra¯ula¯ions on being 
draf¯ed, I °noU i¯'s a big deal for ­ou 
and ­our famil­. I jus¯ Uan¯ ¯o Uelcome 
­ou ¯o ¯he ¯eam and congra¯ula¯e ­ou on 
all ­our success ¯ha¯ go¯ ­ou here.

BENNY
Yes, sir, I---

CONNOR (V.O.)
You Uan¯ m­ job, righ¯?

Benn­ loo°s around him ¯o ma°e sure no one is lis¯ening.

BENNY
I...

CONNOR (V.O.)
You haTe all ¯he ¯alen¯ in ¯he 
Uorld, and I am s¯anding in fron¯ 
of ­ou. Do ­ou Uan¯ m­ job?

Benn­ is silen¯, no¯ sure Uha¯ ¯o sa­.

CONNOR (V.O.)é(CONT'D)
I jus¯ need ¯o °noU if ­ou're a 
jo°e or no¯.

BENNY
When i¯'s m­ ¯ime.
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CONNOR (V.O.)
Wha¯ does ¯ha¯ mean?

BENNY
When i¯'s aTailable, Uhen 
i¯'s...righ¯. I Uan¯ ¯he job.

CONNOR (V.O.)
OK. Than° ­ou for being hones¯. So 
le¯ me jus¯ sa­: ­ou are going ¯o 
haTe ¯o ¯a°e i¯ from me. I can'¯ 
giTe i¯ ¯o ­ou. ETen if I Uan¯ed ¯o.

BENNY
Yes, sir.

CONNOR (V.O.)
No. No źsirs.ź This isn'¯ 
coachspea°, Benn­.

There's a long pause. Benn­ isn'¯ sure if he's supposed ¯o 
spea° or no¯, ¯hen --

CONNOR (V.O.)
Do ­ou haTe a famil­?

BENNY
Yeah, I haTe...a famil­.

CONNOR (V.O.)
Mom, dad? 

BENNY
Yeah. Yes.

CONNOR (V.O.)
You loTe ¯hem?

Some¯hing abou¯ ¯he ques¯ion giTes Benn­ pause, bu¯ he sha°es 
i¯ off and presses on.

BENNY
Yeah, of course.

CONNOR (V.O.)
Of course, ­eah. God, famil­, coun¯r­.

Benn­ squin¯s his e­es, ¯r­ing ¯o unders¯and Uha¯ ¯his 
conTersa¯ion is.

BENNY
Uh-huh.
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CONNOR (V.O.)
I Uan¯ ­ou ¯o come ¯rain Ui¯h me a¯ 
m­ place in Vegas. FiTe da­s. We'll 
ge¯ i¯ Uor°ed ou¯ ¯hrough ­our ¯eam.

Connor hangs up.

Benn­ s¯ares a¯ his phone. 7HA«Ÿ«HEŸFSC¬?

THEN: YTe¯¯e appears, arms crossed.

YVETTE
Wha¯ did he sa­?

BENNY
He Uan¯s me ¯o come ¯rain Ui¯h him 
for a feU da­s.

YVETTE
Mmhmm.

BENNY
Wha¯?

YTe¯¯e s¯eps closer.

YVETTE
He's no¯ ­our friend. And ­ou are 
¯here ¯o ¯a°e his job, a job he has 
had for a Ter­ long ¯ime. I¯'s a ¯rap.

BENNY
You ¯hin° ¯his is ¯he firs¯ ¯ime 
I'Te been on a neU ¯eam?

YVETTE
Then ­ou should °noU be¯¯er.

BENNY
I'll be fine. If he underes¯ima¯es me, 
he'll learn Uho I am li°e eTer­one 
else has. Don'¯ ­ou remember---

YTe¯¯e R«NLORŸHEQŸHEEKŸ«NŸ«HEŸGQNSMD, ¯he sound echoing 
¯hrough ¯he emp¯­ hall and jol¯ing Benn­ in¯o silence, his 
smile dropping from his face.

She lif¯s one finger.

YVETTE
This is a ¯rap. 

YTe¯¯e ¯urns and Ual°s bac° ¯o Uhere HoUard is res¯ing.
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Benn­ sees a SONQ«RŸIKKSR«QA«ED si¯¯ing on a ¯able in ¯he hallUa­. 
CNMMNQŸDAME is dressed in a sui¯ holding a foo¯ball in bo¯h hands, 
coTered in siV Super BoUl rings. A goa¯ s¯ands neV¯ ¯o him.

I¯ reads: CONNORŸDANE,ŸG.O.A.T.

Benn­ s¯ares Connor in ¯he e­es. Connor s¯ares bac°.

EXT.ŸAIRPLANEŸ-ŸLASŸVEGASŸ-ŸPRE-DAWN

We're loo°ing doUn on a priTa¯e je¯ as i¯ soars oTer ¯he 
deser¯, gen¯l­ descending. 

THEN: Las Vegas appears benea¯h ¯he je¯, ¯he unmis¯a°able 
flashing ligh¯s and unna¯ural shapes ¯ha¯ pull humani¯­ ¯o 
¯he middle of ¯he deser¯.

EXT.ŸSUVŸ-ŸROADŸTOŸCONNOR'SŸCOMPOUNDŸ-ŸDAWN

A blac° SUV driTes ¯hrough NeTada's Valle­ of Fire, red s¯one 
shaped in¯o deTas¯a¯ing UaTes ¯ha¯ si¯ on ¯op of sand 
s¯re¯ching on in¯o foreTer. ETer­¯hing feels li°e dea¯h, li°e 
ano¯her plane¯ is inTading our oUn. 

In a long series of images of ¯he SUV driTing ¯hrough ¯he 
Talle­, Ue °noU and feel ¯his: ­ouŸAQEŸDQITIMGŸIM«NŸFNQRA¬EMŸ
KAMD,ŸAMDŸ©NSŸAQEŸAKKŸAKNME.

I¯'s beau¯iful. I¯'s e¯ernal. Here before, here af¯er.

TITLEŸCARD:ŸGoa¯

INT.ŸSUVŸ-ŸCONNOR'SŸCOMPOUNDŸ-ŸEARLYŸMORNING

Benn­ loo°s a¯ his phone in ¯he bac° of ¯he SUV: MNŸRIGMAK.Ÿ
He ma°es ¯he face Ue all ma°e Uhen our phone is suddenl­ a 
useless bric°.

Benn­ leans forUard as ¯he SUV cres¯s a hill, and he sees i¯: 
beloU in ¯he Talle­, si¯s a massiTe bloc°­ home, glass 
paneling coTering ¯he ou¯side. A large green field is fenced 
off behind i¯, Ui¯h a full­ pain¯ed foo¯ball field Ui¯hin, 
and a beau¯iful blue pool nes¯led in fron¯.

Benn­ no¯ices ¯he driTer, FAUSTO, mu¯¯ering ¯o himself as his 
e­es s¯are s¯raigh¯ a¯ ¯he building.
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FAUSTO
(Uhispering)

A­Ëdanos a asumir nues¯ra carga 
diaria, como lo hiWo San Cris¯Êbal. 
A­Ëdanos a naTegar los peligros---

BENNY
Do ­ou driTe here of¯en?

Faus¯o s¯ops mu¯¯ering ¯o himself, ¯hen:

FAUSTO
I am ¯he onl­ one Uho driTes here.

BENNY
Cool.

Benn­ sees Faus¯o is gripping QNRAQ¬ŸBEADR in one of his 
hands on ¯he s¯eering Uheel.

TITLEŸO6ERŸBLACK: DAY 1

INT/EXT.ŸSUVŸ-ŸCONNOR'SŸHOUSEŸ-ŸPOOLŸ-ŸDAY

Faus¯o par°s ¯he car a¯ ¯he fron¯ of ¯he house, neV¯ ¯o ¯he pool.

Benn­ leans in ¯o ¯al° ¯o him.

BENNY
Than°s for ¯he ride ou¯ here. See 
­ou Sa¯urda­, uh... Sorr­, I didn'¯ 
ca¯ch ­our name.

Faus¯o doesn'¯ loo° bac° as he sa­s:

FAUSTO
We Uill neTer see each o¯her again.

Benn­ s¯ares a¯ him, Faus¯o's hand gripping ¯he rosar­ beads so 
¯igh¯l­ his °nuc°les are Uhi¯e. 7HA«Ÿ«HEŸFSC¬ŸDNERŸ«HA«ŸLEAM?

THEŸCAQŸDNNQŸNOEMR.

Benn­ is s¯ar¯led b­ ¯he in¯rusion. He ¯urns ¯o see---HNK©ŸRHI«,Ÿ
I«'RŸHIL---CONNORŸDANE smiling broadl­ in sunglasses, dressed in 
no¯hing bu¯ shor¯s and running shoes, his chiseled bod­ coTered 
in sUea¯. A ¯rue mas¯erpiece of human engineering.

Benn­ quic°l­ realiWes he's being Ueird jus¯ s¯aring and 
s¯ic°s ou¯ a hand ¯oUards Connor.

BENNY
Yes, sorr­, Mr. Dane.
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Connor UaTes him ou¯.

CONNOR
Come on ou¯, come on ou¯.

Benn­ grabs his bags and a plas¯ic con¯ainer of cinnamon 
rolls before s¯epping ou¯ of ¯he car.

EXT.ŸCONNOR'SŸHOUSEŸ-ŸPOOLŸ-ŸCONTINUOUS

Benn­ eV¯ends his hand again ¯o Connor.

BENNY
Hi, Mr. Dane.

Faus¯o quic°l­ spins bac°, driTing aUa­ Ui¯h purposeful 
speed. Benn­ ¯urns ¯o Ua¯ch him driTe aUa­, as his hand s¯a­s 
ou¯ for Connor.

Connor grabs his hand and his a¯¯en¯ion.

CONNOR
Please, call me Con.

Benn­ smiles. 

BENNY
OK. Con. I'm Benn­.

CONNOR
Of course. Than°s for coming ou¯, 
giTes us a good chance ¯o ge¯ ¯o 
°noU one ano¯her.

BENNY
I¯'s... s¯range, I guess. I'm sure 
­ou hear i¯ a lo¯, bu¯ I hones¯l­ 
feel li°e I'Te °noUn ­ou m­ Uhole 
life. As long as I can remember 
Ua¯ching foo¯ball, I'Te been Ua¯ching 
­ou. You're a big par¯ of Uh­ I 
became a quar¯erbac° ¯o begin Ui¯h.

CONNOR
Tha¯'s reall­ °ind of ­ou. 

(bea¯)
And uh, I ha¯e ¯o admi¯ i¯, bu¯ I'Te 
barel­ had a chance ¯o Ua¯ch an­ 
college ¯he las¯ feU ­ears, so I can'¯ 
sa­ ¯ha¯ I'Te seen ­ou much a¯ all.

Benn­ is no¯iceabl­ ¯a°en abac° b­ ¯his.
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CONNORé(CONT'D)
Bu¯ he­, Jerr­ and Coach ¯hin° a lo¯ of 
­ou, so ¯ha¯'s all ¯ha¯ ma¯¯ers, righ¯?

Connor no¯ices ¯he plas¯ic con¯ainer.

CONNORé(CONT'D)
Are ¯hose... pas¯ries?

BENNY
Oh. Yeah, m­ mom made ¯hem, and...

Benn­ ashamedl­ lif¯s up ¯he plas¯ic con¯ainer ¯o Connor.

Connor ¯a°es ¯hem, smiling.

CONNOR
Oh man, ¯ha¯'s so nice of her, I'll 
be sure ¯he­ go ¯o someone Uho can 
ea¯ ¯hem.

Connor drops ¯he con¯ainer on a pool chair nearb­, Uiping his 
hands clean.

CONNORé(CONT'D)
Le¯'s ge¯ inside, OK? I'll shoU ­ou 
Uhere ­ou'll be s¯a­ing.

Benn­ cloc°s ¯he con¯ainer being lef¯ behind before folloUing 
af¯er.

INT.ŸCONNOR'SŸHOUSEŸ-ŸENTRYWAYŸ-ŸDAY

Benn­ rolls his sui¯case in as Connor °ic°s off his shoes, 
¯ransi¯ioning ¯o slippers.

Benn­ gaU°s a¯ ¯he house. S¯one, hard edges, glass, sunligh¯, 
¯as¯efull­ designed furni¯ure, and ar¯ on ¯he Ualls. Ye¯ 
somehoU eTen Ui¯h a home so ¯horoughl­ designed ¯o co-eVis¯ 
in i¯s deser¯ enTironmen¯, i¯ remains... CNKD.

CONNOR
No shoes in ¯he house, OK?

Benn­'s jaU closes as he again is jol¯ed bac° ¯o reali¯­.

BENNY
Sure, sorr­.

Benn­ °ic°s off his shoes and finds a pair of slippers in his 
siWe, as ¯he­ are arranged on ¯he floor as such.

Connor con¯inues ¯o Ual° in¯o ¯he house.
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BENNYé(CONT'D)
(re: ¯he slippers)

You haTe a lo¯ of gues¯s here?

CONNOR
No¯ reall­.

Benn­ folloUs him in¯o ¯he lab­rin¯h.

INT.ŸCONNOR'SŸHOUSEŸ-ŸFRONTŸHALLWAYŸ-ŸCONTINUOUS

Benn­ is immedia¯el­ s¯unned b­ ¯he leng¯h of ¯he hallUa­, 
and ¯he number of open doorUa­s. Each one he passes is a 
differen¯ arrangemen¯ of chairs and ¯ables ¯ha¯ all feel Ter­ 
similar. I¯'s NDD.

He quic°l­ ca¯ches up ¯o Connor as ¯he hallUa­ ¯urns a 
corner---leading ¯o ano¯her hallUa­, Ui¯h more open doorUa­s.

CONNOR
So if ­ou don'¯ mind, our ¯ime is 
limi¯ed, and I'd li°e ¯o ge¯ 
s¯ar¯ed righ¯ aUa­.

BENNY
Absolu¯el­.

The hallUa­s finall­ opens up in¯o a large room.

INT.ŸCONNOR'SŸHOUSEŸ-ŸDININGŸAREAŸ-ŸCONTINUOUS

Benn­ en¯ers ¯he massiTe room Ui¯h UindoUs lining ¯he Ualls, 
and a large dining ¯able surrounded b­ chairs in i¯s cen¯er. 
A s°­ligh¯ loo°s doUn on¯o ¯he ¯able, a beam of ligh¯ falling 
on¯o ¯he Uooden ¯op.

Connor s¯ops a momen¯ ¯o poin¯ ¯oUards ¯he ¯able.

CONNOR
Af¯er ­ou ge¯ se¯¯led, ¯his is 
Uhere Ue'll be ea¯ing brea°fas¯ 
before Ue s¯ar¯.

Connor con¯inues ¯o Ual° as Benn­ lingers a momen¯ ¯o ¯a°e i¯ 
all in. He hus¯les ¯o folloU.

INT.ŸCONNOR'SŸHOUSEŸ-ŸBACKŸHALLWAYŸ-ŸCONTINUOUS

Ano¯her long hallUa­, more open rooms.
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BENNY
So Uill Ue be ¯al°ing pla­boo°  or 
more jus¯... ¯raining-¯raining?

CONNOR
The pla­boo° is ¯he pla­boo°, Benn­. 
You're ei¯her going ¯o learn i¯ or 
­ou're no¯ going ¯o be in ¯he league.

Benn­ nerTousl­ chuc°les a¯ ¯his.

BENNY
Righ¯.

Connor ¯urns a corner---bu¯ Uhen Benn­ ¯urns i¯, ¯he hallUa­ 
spli¯s ¯Uo differen¯ direc¯ions. AMDŸHEŸDNERM'«ŸREEŸCNMMNQŸIMŸ
EI«HEQŸNFŸ«HEŸHAKKUA©R.

Benn­ s¯ops Ual°ing for a second. 7HEQEŸDIDŸHEŸGN?

BENNYé(CONT'D)
Connor?

Connor po°es his head ou¯ from a room doUn ¯he hall. He UaTes 
Benn­ oTer.

INT.ŸCONNOR'SŸHOUSEŸ-ŸBENNY'SŸROOMŸ-ŸEARLYŸMORNING

Connor s¯ands a¯ ¯he en¯r­Ua­ ¯o a gues¯ bedroom, Ui¯h 
UindoUs facing ¯he deser¯.

Benn­ Uheels in, s¯anding neV¯ ¯o Connor.

BENNY
You could ge¯ los¯ in ¯his place, huh?

CONNOR
Ah, ­ou ge¯ used ¯o i¯ pre¯¯­ quic°l­.

Benn­ ¯a°es in ¯he room, bu¯ his e­es s¯op on ¯he doorUa­: 
HSH.ŸTHEQEŸIRŸMNŸDNNQ.

Benn­ peers doUn ¯he hallUa­ again, no¯icing all ¯he man­ 
rooms Ui¯hou¯ an­ doors.

BENNY
Wh­ don'¯ an­ of ¯he rooms haTe doors?

CONNOR
I¯'s be¯¯er for air-condi¯ioning.

BENNY
Huh. Reall­?
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CONNOR
Do ­ou haTe a bac°ground in air-
condi¯ioning?

BENNY
ForgiTe me, i¯'s... pre¯¯­ unusual, 
righ¯?

Connor ¯a°es a momen¯ before:

CONNOR
Doors are a dis¯rac¯ion. The­ hide 
¯hings. The­ s¯op ­ou going Uhere 
­ou Uan¯ ¯o go.

BENNY
Wha¯ abou¯ priTac­?

CONNOR
I liTe in ¯he middle of ¯he deser¯, 
I don'¯ also need doors.

BENNY
Wha¯ abou¯...in¯imac­? Wha¯ abou¯ 
using ¯he ba¯hroom?

CONNOR
Are ­ou Uorried I'm going ¯o Ua¯ch 
­ou ¯a°e a shi¯?

BENNY
I mean. Yeah.

CONNOR
Par¯ of being here for ¯he neV¯ feU 
da­s is acclima¯ing ¯o ¯his life. You 
are free ¯o come and go as ­ou please, 
bu¯ here, in «HIR place, ¯here are no 
secre¯s. I can'¯ afford ¯hem.

BENNY
No secre¯s?

CONNOR
No.

BENNY
You don'¯ haTe an­ secre¯s?

CONNOR
There are no secre¯s here.
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BENNY
(bea¯)

OK. Jus¯, ­ou °noU. Don'¯ Ua¯ch me 
¯a°e a shi¯.

CONNOR
(smiling)

OK. Deal. ThroU ­our s¯uff doUn, 
¯hen le¯'s ea¯.

Connor Ual°s pas¯ him. Benn­ ¯hroUs his s¯uff on ¯he bed, 
¯hen ¯a°es a momen¯ ¯o ¯a°e eTer­¯hing in.

BENNY
(¯o himself)

The fuc° is ¯his...

INT.ŸCONNOR'SŸHOUSEŸ-ŸDININGŸAREAŸ-ŸEARLYŸMORNING

Benn­ Ual°s up ¯o Connor, Uho is alread­ si¯¯ing a¯ ¯he large 
¯able.

TUo smoo¯hies res¯ in ¯he cen¯er.

Connor ¯a°es one and begins ¯o drin° from i¯.

Benn­ si¯s doUn across from him, no¯ ¯a°ing ¯he o¯her smoo¯hie.

Connor quic°l­ doUns ¯he smoo¯hie, placing ¯he glass bac° on 
¯he ¯able. He loo°s a¯ Benn­, confused.

CONNOR
No¯ hungr­?

BENNY
I...don'¯ ea¯ brea°fas¯.

CONNOR
(bea¯)

Wh­?

BENNY
I¯'s...in¯ermi¯¯en¯ fas¯ing.

CONNOR
Wha¯ is ¯ha¯?

BENNY
You onl­ haTe a small UindoU of 
ea¯ing ¯ime eTer­ da­. The idea is 
¯ha¯ ­our bod­ needs... 

(MORE)
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BENNYé(CONT'D)
(seeing ¯his is no¯ going 
oTer Uell)

You °noU Uha¯? NeTer mind.

CONNOR
You're gonna need fuel ¯oda­.

BENNY
I'm good. I'Te been doing ¯his for 
a Uhile, m­ bod­ is used ¯o i¯.

CONNOR
(long bea¯)

OK. 
(bea¯)

Well, if ­ou're no¯ going ¯o ea¯ Ue 
should ge¯ read­ ¯o Uor°.

Benn­ smiles.

BENNY
You gonna ¯r­ ¯o °ic° m­ ass?

Connor smiles bac°, bu¯ almos¯ sadl­.

CONNOR
You jus¯ need ¯o °noU Uha¯ ­ou're made 
of. Tha¯'s Uha¯ ¯he neV¯ fiTe da­s Uill 
be.

BENNY
Yeah, OK. We'll see.

CONNOR
We Uill.

EXT.ŸDESERTŸ-ŸDAY

S¯ill morning. The sun is laWil­ rising oTer ¯he deser¯: i¯'s 
ho¯, bu¯ i¯'s no¯ bru¯al. Ye¯.

EXT.ŸDESERTŸ-ŸDAY

Benn­ Ua¯ches Connor s¯rapping on a Ueigh¯ Tes¯ ¯o his ¯orso 
s¯anding a¯ ¯he head of a ¯rail leading off in¯o ¯he deser¯.

Connor lif¯s a Ueigh¯ Tes¯ for Benn­.

Benn­ ¯a°es i¯, s¯raps i¯ ¯o his ches¯.

Connor pic°s up a foo¯ball, and ¯uc°s i¯ agains¯ his ches¯. 
He hands ano¯her foo¯ball ¯o Benn­.
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CONNOR
We're going 5 miles, OK? Don'¯ drop i¯.

Benn­ ¯a°es i¯, ¯uc°ing i¯ in.

Connor smiles before running off doUn ¯he ¯rail.

Benn­---surprised b­ ¯he sudden ¯ransi¯ion---runs af¯er him.

JUMP: Benn­ runs behind Connor on a hill­ ¯rail up an incline 
carr­ing his foo¯ball. He ¯a°es a momen¯ ¯o ¯a°e in ¯he beau¯iful 
scener­ around him---«HEMŸCNMMNQŸ¬IC¬RŸI«ŸIM«NŸAMN«HEQŸGEAQ.

BENNY
(¯o himself)

Shi¯.

Benn­ runs harder ¯o °eep up.

FROMŸONŸHIGH: Connor and Benn­ run ¯hrough ¯he deser¯ as ¯he 
sun edges more and more oTer ¯he horiWon, li°e roaches 
scurr­ing ¯o find shel¯er before ¯he­'re caugh¯.

JUMP: Connor's compound is noU in sigh¯ as ¯he ¯Uo men run 
¯oUards i¯.

Benn­ begins ¯o sprin¯ ¯oUards ¯he house, ¯r­ing ¯o moTe 
ahead of Connor.

Connor pic°s up his pace ¯o s¯a­ eTen.

Benn­ runs eTen harder, his ¯ee¯h gri¯¯ing in de¯ermina¯ion.

Connor runs harder ¯o °eep up, a maniacal smile groUing 
across his face.

CONNOR
YESŹ YESŹ

Benn­ le¯s ou¯ a grun¯ as he sprin¯s eTen harder, beginning 
¯o leaTe Connor behind.

Benn­ con¯inues ¯o run as hard as he can, his brea¯hing 
ge¯¯ing more and more ragged, bu¯ ¯he de¯ermina¯ion neTer 
leaTing his face. The gap be¯Ueen him and Connor groUs.

EXT.ŸCONNOR'SŸCOMPOUNDŸ-ŸPOOLŸ-ŸDAWNŸ-ŸCONTINUOUS

Benn­ runs all ¯he Ua­ ¯o edge of ¯he pool, almos¯ falling in¯o 
i¯ as he bends doUn ¯o lean on his °nees ¯o brea¯he. He s¯ands, 
pu¯¯ing bo¯h arms oTer his head, pinning ¯he foo¯ball ¯o i¯.
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Benn­ ¯urns around ¯o see Connor sprin¯ing full speed ¯oUards 
him, ¯hen pas¯ him and DITERŸIM«NŸ«HEŸONNK.

Benn­ s¯ares doUn a¯ ¯he s¯ill Ua¯er. He Uai¯s. And Uai¯s.

Benn­ loo°s around ¯o see if an­one else is around ¯o be alarmed.

BENNY
(¯o himself)

Shi¯.

Benn­ s¯ar¯s ¯earing off his Ueigh¯ Tes¯ ¯o jump in---UHEMŸ
CNMMNQ'RŸHEADŸELEQGERŸFQNLŸ«HEŸUA«EQ,Ÿ«HEMŸHEŸPSIC¬K©,ŸIMŸAŸ
RIMGKEŸPSIC¬ŸLNTELEM«,ŸKEAORŸFQNLŸ«HEŸRHAKKNUŸEMDŸNFŸ«HEŸONNKŸ
NM«NŸ«HEŸDEC¬.

Benn­'s jaU drops as he realiWes Uha¯ he's jus¯ seen.

Connor Ual°s pas¯ him ¯o ¯he house.

CONNOR
You haTe impressiTe speed.

BENNY
Than°s, man.

Connor Ual°s pas¯ him ¯railing Ua¯er Ui¯h eTer­ s¯ep, ¯hen 
s¯rips off his Ueigh¯ Tes¯ and hurls his foo¯ball---AŸOEQFEC«Ÿ
ROIQAK---oTer ¯he house, heading inside.

CONNOR
Come on.

Benn­ comes bac° ¯o reali¯­ and jogs ¯o ca¯ch up.

INT.ŸCONNOR'SŸHOUSEŸ-ŸENTRYWAYŸ-ŸCONTINUOUS

Connor °ic°s off his shoes as he Ual°s in, ¯ransi¯ioning ¯o 
slippers as Ua¯er s¯ill ¯rails him.

Benn­ clumsil­ folloUs sui¯, bu¯ Connor °eeps moTing, 
en¯ering a neU hallUa­ on ¯he o¯her side of ¯he house.

BENNY
Wai¯ up.

Benn­ finall­ ge¯s in¯o ¯he slippers and he rushes af¯er 
Connor, Uho did no¯, in fac¯, Uai¯ up.
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INT.ŸCONNOR'SŸHOUSEŸ-ŸTRAININGŸHALLWAYŸ-ŸCONTINUOUS

Ano¯her hallUa­ lined Ui¯h open doorUa­s and rooms Ui¯h 
chairs in ¯hem.

BENNY
I guess finding a place ¯o si¯ 
isn'¯ a problem around here, huh?

Connor doesn'¯ respond. Benn­ ¯ries some¯hing else.

BENNYé(CONT'D)
So Uha¯ are Ue doing noU?

CONNOR
The ¯rainers Uill ge¯ us read­ ¯o 
Uor° on ¯he field.

BENNY
Grea¯, so Ue ge¯ ¯o ¯hroU some?

CONNOR
Wi¯h resis¯ance and pressure, ­eah.

BENNY
Cool, cool.

The hallUa­ ¯urns and leads ¯o a ¯raining room. Lining ¯he 
hallUa­ are Super BoUl pho¯ographs and memorabilia, ¯he onl­ 
sign in ¯he house ¯ha¯ Connor Dane liTes here.

Benn­ scans ¯hem: TAQINSRŸILAGERŸNFŸCNMMNQŸHNKDIMGŸ«HEŸLNLBAQDIŸ
TQNOH©,ŸIMŸLID-«HQNU,ŸRHA¬IMGŸHAMDRŸUI«HŸAŸDEFEA«EDŸNOONMEM«.

Benn­ jogs ahead.

INT.ŸCONNOR'SŸHOUSEŸ-ŸTRAININGŸROOMŸ-ŸDAY

Benn­ folloUs Connor in¯o ¯he ¯raining room, Uhere MARCO, a 
¯rainer, s¯ands smiling and holding a ¯able¯.

MARCO
Mr. Ma¯his?

Benn­ s¯ops.

BENNY
Yeah.

Connor Ual°s pas¯ him ¯o go ¯o a chiroprac¯or's ¯able, Uhere 
JAN, ¯he chiroprac¯or, is Uai¯ing for him.

Benn­ Ua¯ches as Connor lies facedoUn on ¯he ¯able.
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MARCO
Hi, I'm Marco, i¯'s nice ¯o Uor° 
Ui¯h ­ou ¯oda­. 

BENNY
Yeah, cool, ­ou ¯oo.

MARCO
So ­ou had ACL surger­ on ¯he lef¯ 
°nee 4 ­ears ago, and ¯hree frac¯ured 
ribs las¯ ­ear. Are ¯here an­ o¯her 
major injuries Ue should °noU abou¯?

As ¯he­ ¯al°, CNMMNQŸQECEITERŸAŸTEQ©ŸAGGQERRITEŸCHIQNOQAC«NQŸ
RERRINM.ŸHIRŸBND©ŸIRŸ«UIR«EDŸAMDŸONOOEDŸIMŸRETEQAKŸ
SMCNLFNQ«ABKEŸUA©R.

Benn­ ¯ries no¯ ¯o pa­ ¯oo close a¯¯en¯ion.

BENNY
Uhhh, no, o¯her ¯han some sprained 
an°les and a couple disloca¯ed 
fingers, no¯hing major.

MARCO
Are ­ou feeling an­ ¯igh¯ness or 
pain in an­ o¯her area of ­our bod­?

BEMM©ŸIRŸR«AQIMGŸARŸCNMMNQ'RŸRHNSKDEQŸIRŸBQNSGH«ŸBEHIMDŸHIRŸ
BAC¬ŸAMDŸJAMŸOS«RŸHIRŸBND©ŸUEIGH«ŸIM«NŸI«,ŸONOOIMGŸRNLE«HIMGŸ
IMRIDEŸHIRŸBND©.

BENNY
Uh, no, no, I'm good.

Marco mo¯ions ¯oUards an emp¯­ ¯rainer's ¯able behind him.

MARCO
OK. HaTe a sea¯ on ¯he ¯able, 
please. Le¯'s ge¯ ­ou read­.

BENNY
Yes, sir.

BEGINŸMONTAGE

A series of ¯igh¯ sho¯s of men preparing for ba¯¯le.

- Connor's leg is ¯Uis¯ed ¯o his side and crac°ed.

- A ¯igh¯ sleeTe is pulled oTer Benn­'s lef¯ °nee, Uhere Ue 
see an ugl­, jagged scar on his °neecap.

- Connor's nec° is ¯Uis¯ed ¯o ¯he side and pops.
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- Benn­'s an°le is ¯aped ¯igh¯l­, as TRAUMA SCISSORS cu¯ ¯he 
¯ape, graWing ¯he s°in.

- ElboUs jam in¯o Connor's calf.

- Benn­'s fee¯ as he bounces on ¯hem ¯o ¯es¯ ¯he Urap.

- Connor slides on a neU shir¯.

ENDŸMONTAGE

EXT.ŸCONNOR'SŸHOUSEŸ-ŸTRAININGŸFIELDŸ-ŸDAY

Benn­ folloUs Connor on¯o ¯he ¯raining field, Uhere equipmen¯ 
is laid ou¯ s¯ra¯egicall­ all around for ¯heir Uor°ou¯.

CONNOR
Are ­ou more comfor¯able in ¯he 
poc°e¯ or...improT?

BENNY
I loTe Uhen ¯he poc°e¯ brea°s doUn. 
I go Ui¯h Uha¯ ¯he defense giTes me 
of course, bu¯ if---

CONNOR
We're onl­ going ¯o Uor° in ¯he 
poc°e¯ s¯uff ¯his Uee°.

BENNY
Oh. OK. 

CONNOR
ETer­ moTemen¯ on a foo¯ball field 
hur¯s. Less is more.

BENNY
He­, i¯'s ­our camp.

CONNOR
Grea¯.

Connor jogs aUa­.

BEGINŸMONTAGE

A series of sho¯s of condi¯ioning and quar¯erbac° drills in 
¯he ho¯ NeTada sun.

- Benn­ and Connor rapidl­ s¯ep in and ou¯ of ladder rungs on ¯he 
ground as MALIK, ¯he head ¯rainer, ­ells a¯ ¯hem ¯o moTe fas¯er.

8FLiX.com SCREENPLAY DATABASE 20221224



30.

- Bungee cords a¯¯ach a¯ ¯he hips of Benn­ and Connor as ¯he­ 
squa¯ and eVplode up.

- Bungee cords anchored ¯o ¯he Uall a¯¯ach ¯o Tes¯s ¯he ¯Uo 
men Uear as ¯he­ pull aUa­ from ¯he Uall holding a foo¯ball 
in ¯he ¯hroUing posi¯ion. The­ ¯hroU ¯he balls as ¯he­ reach 
pea° resis¯ance. Again. Again. 

7EŸREEŸ«HA«ŸCNMMNQ'RŸFNN«UNQ¬ŸIRŸLSCHŸLNQEŸOQECIRE,ŸLSCHŸLNQEŸ
OQAC«ICEDŸ«HAMŸBEMM©'R.

- Connor and Benn­ hold a plan° pose as T7OŸTRAINERS ONSMDŸ«HEŸ
ABRNKS«EŸRHI«ŸNS«ŸNFŸ«HEIQŸRIDER Uearing mi¯¯s. Benn­ is gri¯¯ing 
his ¯ee¯h agains¯ ¯he pain as Connor s¯ares fla¯l­ ahead.

- Benn­ s¯ands in his ¯hroUing posi¯ion dodging ¯ennis balls 
¯ha¯ Mali° is ¯hroUing a¯ him. One bounces off his nose.

BENNY
Fuc°Ź

- Benn­ sprin¯s holding a ball as Mali° pulls ¯he band s¯rapped 
around Benn­'s Uais¯. Benn­ screams agains¯ ¯he resis¯ance.

- Benn­ gri¯s his ¯ee¯h Uhile doing jumping spli¯ squa¯s, 
°eeping pace Ui¯h Connor.

- Benn­ and Connor doing fas¯ fee¯ in¯o burpees a¯ Mali°'s 
command, each and eTer­ one hur¯ing more and more.

- A bullhorn sounds ¯he end of ¯raining.

ENDŸMONTAGE

EXT.ŸCONNOR'SŸCOMPOUNDŸ-ŸDAY

The sun boils ¯he deser¯, hea¯ UaTes rising from ¯he sands.

INT.ŸCONNOR'SŸHOUSEŸ-ŸBENNY'SŸROOMŸ-ŸDAY

Benn­ s¯umbles in¯o his room, soa°ed in sUea¯, huffing and 
puffing. He drops ¯o ¯he floor on his hands and °nees, 
ca¯ching his brea¯h. Then he s¯ands, s¯umbling in¯o---

INT.ŸCONNOR'SŸHOUSEŸ-ŸBENNY'SŸROOMŸ-ŸBATHROOMŸ-ŸDAY

Benn­ goes ¯o his sin°, bu¯ s¯ops...

THEŸRIM¬ŸIRŸFIKKEDŸ«NŸ«HEŸBQILŸUI«HŸQED,ŸDAQ¬ŸUA«EQ.

8FLiX.com SCREENPLAY DATABASE 20221224



31.

Benn­ s¯ic°s a finger in and pulls i¯ ou¯---«HIC¬,ŸTIRCNSRŸ
QEDŸKIPSIDŸQSMRŸDNUMŸHIRŸFIMGEQ. 

BENNY
The fuc°...?

Benn­ sha°es his head---CAM'«ŸDEAKŸUI«HŸ«HIRŸQIGH«ŸMNU---¯hen 
s¯umbles oTer ¯o his shoUer, despera¯el­ ¯urning i¯ on, 
spra­ing i¯ direc¯l­ in his face, ¯r­ing ¯o cool his bod­. 

He collapses on ¯he floor, Ua¯er raining doUn.

INT.ŸCONNOR'SŸHOUSEŸ-ŸDININGŸAREAŸ-ŸDAY

Benn­ shuffles his Ua­ in¯o ¯he dining area. In ¯he far 
corner, Benn­ sees Connor is si¯¯ing in fron¯ of a camera 
Ui¯h a ligh¯ing rig Ui¯h a bac°drop behind him.

Connor is reading ¯o ¯he camera. He's charming.

CONNOR
...You'Te inspired so man­ people, no¯ 
onl­ m­self, bu¯ millions of o¯hers 
also. So ¯he NFL and ¯he CoUbo­s loo° 
forUard ¯o sending fans ¯o ¯he Super 
BoUl each ­ear, and fans ¯ha¯ haTe 
incredible s¯ories li°e ­ou. So I 
Uor°ed Ui¯h ¯he mmm, nope, cu¯--- 

(clears ¯hroa¯, rese¯s)
Ta°e 2. He­ Cameron, long ¯ime no 
see. I'm glad ¯o hear ­our figh¯ 
Ui¯h cancer---

Benn­ sees food se¯ ou¯ on ¯he ¯able coTered in me¯al lids, 
and quic°ens his pace ¯o finall­ ea¯.

Benn­ lif¯s ¯he lid ¯o his pla¯e, s¯abs ¯he piece of grilled 
chic°en Ui¯h his for°, lif¯ing i¯ and bi¯ing in¯o i¯ as i¯ 
hoTers in ¯he air. I«'RŸ«HEŸBER«Ÿ«HIMGŸHE'RŸETEQŸEA«EM.

Connor Uraps up behind him as Benn­ con¯inues ¯o shoTel ¯he food in 
his mou¯h. He Ual°s oTer and ¯a°es his place across from Benn­.

CONNORé(CONT'D)
HoU's ¯he fas¯ing going?

Benn­ glares up a¯ him, his mou¯h full. Connor's grin could 
accura¯el­ be described as źshi¯-ea¯ing.ź

Connor lif¯s ¯he lid off his food and grabs his for° and 
°nife ¯o ea¯ li°e an adul¯.
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BENNY
Nice Uor° Ui¯h ¯he blood­ sin° 
¯hing. I'Te been haWed a lo¯, bu¯ 
¯ha¯ Uas a neU one.

Connor loo°s up, alarmed.

CONNOR
Wha¯ blood­ sin°?

BENNY
Come on, man. M­ sin° Uas filled ¯o 
¯he brim Ui¯h red pain¯ or some¯hing.

CONNOR
Tha¯'s... dis¯urbing. I apologiWe, 
I'll ge¯ ¯ha¯ cleaned up righ¯ aUa­.

Benn­ s¯ares a¯ him. IRŸHEŸBSKKRHI««IMGŸLE?

BENNY
No problem.

The­ bo¯h ea¯ for a feU momen¯s before:

BENNYé(CONT'D)
(mou¯h full, re: ¯he 
camera se¯up)

Wha¯ Uas ¯ha¯?

CONNOR
Par¯ of ¯he job.

BENNY
(sUalloUing)

Wha¯ do ­ou mean?

Connor Ueighs his Uords carefull­ before:

CONNOR
People ¯hin° Ue're gods. I¯'s a li¯¯le 
uncomfor¯able, bu¯ i¯ is Uha¯ i¯ is. 
So ¯ha¯'s Uha¯ Ue haTe ¯o be. When 
­ou're on ¯he field, ­ou haTe ¯o do 
¯hings ¯he­'Te neTer seen before. When 
­ou're no¯ on ¯he field, ­ou smile, 
­ou giTe credi¯ ¯o o¯hers, and ­ou ge¯ 
Super BoUl ¯ic°e¯s ¯o sic° °ids. 
Tha¯'s hoU ­ou become a name ¯he­ echo 
in¯o e¯erni¯­. You become immor¯al. 
Tha¯'s ¯he reason for all of i¯.

Connor cu¯s his chic°en and ¯a°es a bi¯e.
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BENNY
We des¯ro­ ourselTes on ¯he field for 
¯heir en¯er¯ainmen¯. The­ don'¯ deserTe 
m­ ¯ime off of i¯. Tha¯'s for me.  

CONNOR
Tha¯'s because---and please, forgiTe 
me---­ou haTen'¯ done an­¯hing ¯o 
deserTe ¯heir full a¯¯en¯ion ­e¯. 
Plus, I jus¯ li°e doing i¯. 

Connor con¯inues ¯o ea¯ Ui¯hou¯ loo°ing up. Benn­ holds his 
gaWe. 7HA«ŸIRŸHEŸ«AK¬IMGŸABNS«?

BENNY
Well. Wha¯'s neV¯?

EXT.ŸCONNOR'SŸCOMPOUNDŸ-ŸDAY

The sun glares doUn li°e an angr­ god on his unbelieTers.

INT.ŸCONNOR'SŸHOUSEŸ-ŸWEIGHTŸROOMŸ-ŸDAY

Benn­ s¯ares ou¯ oTer Connor's Ueigh¯ room. ETer­ piece of 
s¯reng¯h equipmen¯ imaginable fills a room lined Ui¯h mirrors.

Mali° and a feU ¯rainers mill around, prepping ¯he Uor°ou¯ ahead.

BENNY
You s¯ill do Ueigh¯ ¯raining?

CONNOR
You don'¯?

BENNY
I ¯hough¯ Ue Uere all abou¯ pliabili¯­ 
and join¯ heal¯h and longeTi¯­ noU.

CONNOR
Benn­. You're ¯al°ing ¯o me, righ¯? 
This is hoU I ¯rain.

BENNY
Yeah, bu¯... i¯ jus¯ seems---

CONNOR
(oTer)

I'm no¯ going ¯o ¯ell ­ou Uha¯ ¯o do 
Ui¯h ­our bod­. I'm jus¯ as°ing ­ou 
for fiTe da­s, ¯o ¯rus¯ me. OK?
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Benn­ nods, realiWing ¯his is eVac¯l­ ¯he °ind of shi¯ ¯ha¯ 
ge¯s him lef¯ behind if he's no¯ careful.

BENNY
OK.

BEGINŸMONTAGE.

A series of sho¯s of an eV¯remel­ in¯ense leg Uor°ou¯.

- Benn­ does a barbell squa¯ as Connor Ua¯ches a couple fee¯ 
behind.

- Connor does a barbell squa¯ as Benn­ spo¯s him properl­.

- Benn­ and Connor run Ui¯h heaT­ sandbags on ¯heir shoulders.

- Benn­ s¯rains ¯o comple¯e a Romanian deadlif¯.

- Connor pu¯s more Ueigh¯ on ¯he barbell before doing a feU 
squa¯s as Benn­ spo¯s him.

- Benn­ e­es ¯he Ueigh¯ apprehensiTel­, bu¯ s¯eps under and 
squa¯s ¯he Ueigh¯ as Connor Ua¯ches.

- Connor and Benn­ holding 50-pound dumbbells in each hand as 
¯he­ s¯ep up on¯o boVes.

- Connor and Benn­ do eVplosiTe squa¯-¯o-calf raises in ¯he 
s¯anding calf machine.

- Connor and Benn­ bo¯h coTered in sUea¯ do insanel­ fas¯ 
jump rope.

- Connor s¯rains ¯o rac° a barbell af¯er a squa¯ Ui¯h eTen 
more Ueigh¯ on ¯he bar as Benn­ spo¯s him. He slams ¯he 
barbell in¯o place as he ge¯s ¯o ¯he ¯op. Connor s¯eps bac°.

CONNOR
OK, ­our ¯urn.

Benn­ e­es ¯he Ueigh¯.

BENNY
Tha¯'s fif¯­ more pounds ¯han I'Te 
eTer done.

CONNOR
Does ¯ha¯ mean ­ou're no¯ going ¯o 
fuc°ing ¯r­?

Benn­ eVhales deepl­ before duc°ing under ¯he barbell. He 
¯urns sligh¯l­ ¯o loo° a¯ Mali°, Uho s¯ands nearb­.
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BENNY
Can ­ou spo¯ me?

CONNOR
I go¯ ­ou.

He s¯eps bac° Ui¯h ¯he barbell across his shoulders. Connor 
remains a couple s¯eps behind.

Benn­ drops doUn, ¯hen OSSSSRHER bac° up ¯hrough gri¯¯ed ¯ee¯h.

CONNORé(CONT'D)
Tha¯'s i¯, ¯ha¯'s i¯.

Benn­ drops and screams as he comes up.

CONNORé(CONT'D)
AgainŹ

Benn­ drops again.

- Benn­ grun¯s as he drops ¯he barbell from deadlif¯.

- Benn­ hurls his sandbag ¯o ¯he side.

- Benn­ and Connor finish a speed jump rope session. 

Connor s¯ands ¯all as Benn­ clu¯ches his °nees.

CONNORé(CONT'D)
WooŹ

- Bullhorn ends ano¯her Uor°ou¯ session.

ENDŸMONTAGE.

EXT.ŸCONNOR'SŸCOMPOUNDŸ-ŸNIGHT

The moon rises oTer Connor's house. A co­o¯e hoUls someUhere 
in ¯he dis¯ance.

INT.ŸCONNOR'SŸHOUSEŸ-ŸTRAININGŸROOMŸ-ŸNIGHT

Benn­ sin°s doUn in¯o an ice ba¯h, his brea¯h ca¯ching in ¯he 
eV¯reme cold. 

Benn­ blin°s bac° ¯he pain and ¯a°es a deep brea¯h before he 
loUers his face benea¯h ¯he ice comple¯el­.

8FLiX.com SCREENPLAY DATABASE 20221224



36.

INT.ŸCONNOR'SŸHOUSEŸ-ŸDININGŸAREAŸ-ŸNIGHT

Benn­ Ual°s gingerl­ in¯o ¯he dining area, Uhere Connor is on 
a Tideo call on a moni¯or going oTer his fashion line Ui¯h 
seTeral designers.

CONNOR
No, no, no. I don'¯ Uan¯ an­ Ter¯ical 
s¯ripes in ¯his, gu­s, Ue'Te ¯al°ed 
abou¯ ¯ha¯. Jus¯ °eep i¯ simple, solid 
colors.

Connor sees Benn­ Ual°ing in.

CONNORé(CONT'D)
I go¯¯a go, bu¯ le¯'s ge¯ in¯o ¯he 
polos ¯omorroU.

Connor clic°s ou¯ of ¯he mee¯ing and Ual°s oTer ¯o ¯he ¯able, 
Uhere more food under ¯ra­s aUai¯.

Benn­ ma°es i¯ and si¯s doUn, le¯¯ing ou¯ a pained grun¯ as 
he si¯s ¯o squa¯.

Connor smiles as he pulls ¯he lid off his salmon and Teggies 
pla¯e.

CONNORé(CONT'D)
Good. Tha¯ means ­ou did i¯ righ¯.

Connor s¯ar¯s ea¯ing.

Benn­ pulls off his lid ¯o see ¯he salmon. 5GH,ŸMN«ŸRAKLNM.Ÿ
Af¯er a momen¯ of hesi¯a¯ion, he ¯a°es a bi¯e, miserabl­ 
cheUing ¯he fish---BS«ŸLA©BEŸI«'RŸMN«ŸRNŸBAD.

The­ bo¯h ea¯ in silence for a momen¯.

BENNY
You haTe a fashion line?

CONNOR
Yes.

Benn­ pauses for elabora¯ion, bu¯ i¯ isn'¯ coming.

BENNY
OK.

 Af¯er a feU momen¯s of quie¯ ea¯ing:
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BENNYé(CONT'D)
I go¯¯a hand i¯ ¯o ­ou, ¯ha¯ Uas a 
hell of a da­. Bu¯ I feel good. I 
feel acclima¯ed noU, ­ou °noU? 

Connor giTes a nod, happ­ ¯o hear i¯.

CONNOR
Good.

Connor °eeps ea¯ing, giTing Benn­ no¯hing.

BENNY
Can I as° ­ou a real ques¯ion?

CONNOR
Of course.

BENNY
When Uas ¯he las¯ ¯ime ­ou had a 
piece of piWWa?

Connor s¯ops ¯o ¯hin°.

CONNOR
Huh. I don'¯ °noU. Probabl­ m­ 
second ­ear in ¯he league.

BENNY
Jesus, man. Tha¯ sounds miserable.

Connor laughs, ¯hen shrugs. I«ŸIRŸUHA«ŸI«ŸIR.

CONNOR
Oh, ¯ha¯ reminds me, be careful no¯ 
¯o ea¯ ¯oo much righ¯ noU, OK? We 
s¯ill haTe ¯he s¯eps.

Benn­ pauses Ui¯h ¯he for° s¯ill shoTed in his mou¯h.

BENNY
S¯eps?

EXT.ŸCONNOR'SŸHOUSEŸ-ŸPLAYINGŸFIELDŸ-ŸNIGHT

Benn­ and Connor s¯and loo°ing up a¯ ¯he bleachers under ¯he 
ligh¯s.

CONNOR
The­'re buil¯ ¯o ¯he eVac¯ 
specifica¯ions of m­ high school's 
bac° in Penns­lTania.
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BENNY
Uh-huh.

CONNOR
Do ­ou °noU Uha¯ number Super BoUl 
Ue're on noU?

BENNY
Fif¯­... Uh...

CONNOR
SeTen. Fif¯­-seTen. Fif¯­-seTen 
¯imes up and doUn.

Benn­ rubs his forehead. JERSRŸCHQIR«.

Connor moTes ¯o ¯he bo¯¯om of ¯he s¯eps, UaTing on Benn­ 
pla­full­.

CONNORé(CONT'D)
Come on, come on. S¯ep up.

Benn­ s¯eps up beside him.

A BULLHORN sounds---«HE©ŸQSMŸSOŸ«HEŸR«AIQR.

JUMP: The­ slap ¯he ¯op of ¯he bleachers a¯ ¯he same ¯ime.

CONNORé(CONT'D)
One.

JUMP: Descending ¯he s¯airs ¯oge¯her.

JUMP: Connor slaps ¯he ¯op of ¯he bleachers a li¯¯le before Benn­.

CONNORé(CONT'D)
TUelTe. Come onŹ

BENNY
TUelTe.

JUMP: Benn­'s brea¯hing is ragged going doUn ¯he s¯airs as 
Connor bounces ahead, bu¯ Benn­ pushes ¯o ca¯ch up.

JUMP: Connor slaps ¯he ¯op of ¯he bleachers righ¯ before Benn­.

CONNOR
Thir¯­-seTenŹ You're doing grea¯Ź

Benn­ is in a bad place, and can'¯ ¯al° as he ¯urns ¯o go 
bac° doUn, bu¯ he Uon'¯ le¯ up.

JUMP: Benn­ figh¯s ¯o go fas¯er doUn ¯he s¯airs, almos¯ 
foaming a¯ ¯he mou¯h Ui¯h eVer¯ion.
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His brea¯hing is ge¯¯ing bad, and he loo°s li°e he's abou¯ 
fall oTer BS«ŸHE'RŸR«A©IMGŸQIGH«ŸUI«HŸCNMMNQ,ŸUHNŸREELRŸ«NŸBEŸ
EMJN©IMGŸ«HIR.

The­ hi¯ ¯he bo¯¯om.

CONNORé(CONT'D)
This is for¯­-oneŹ Come onŹ

Benn­ ¯urns and heads bac° up, his brea¯hing is ge¯¯ing eTen 
Uorse. SUDDENLY---HEŸR«SLBKER. 

Benn­ ca¯ches himself and °eeps going, BS«Ÿ«HEMŸFAKKRŸIM«NŸ
«HEŸR«EORŸHARDŸUI«HŸHIRŸHEAD.ŸCRACK!

S«AQR,Ÿ«HEŸUNQKDŸRUIQKIMG,Ÿ«HEŸRNSMDŸDQNOR,Ÿ«HEM:

BLACK.

Suddenl­, Benn­ pushes himself up from ¯he s¯airs---«HEMŸ«HQNURŸ
SO. He collapses ¯o ¯he side again, aUa­ from his mess. Blood 
¯ric°les doUn from a small gash aboTe his lef¯ e­ebroU.

B5TŸTHEN:ŸBENN9ŸKEEPSŸGOING,ŸDRAGGINGŸHISŸLIMP,Ÿ5SELESSŸBOD9Ÿ
5PŸTHEŸSTAIRSŸ7ITHŸHISŸBAREHANDS.

MARCO (O.C.)
Jesus, he's s¯ill going.

Connor places a hand on Benn­'s bac° ¯o s¯op him.

Benn­ collapses, heaTing in air.

CONNOR
There i¯ is. Good. Jus¯ s¯a­ aUa°e 
for me.

(¯o Marco)
Can Ue ge¯ some Ua¯er oTer here?

Connor loo°s bac° doUn a¯ Benn­, Uho is loo°ing up a¯ him 
Ui¯h a miV of beUildermen¯ and a Uhole lo¯ of concussion.

BENNY
HoU are...­ou doing ¯his?

CONNOR
Wha¯ do ­ou mean?

BENNY
You're for¯­-four ­ears old. I¯ 
doesn'¯ ma°e sense.

Marco comes up Ui¯h a bo¯¯le of Ua¯er, leaning doUn ¯o pour 
i¯ in¯o Benn­'s mou¯h.
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CONNOR
You did real good, Benn­. Real good. 

Connor smiles a¯ him. 7EŸQEAKIWEŸ«HIRŸIRŸ«HEŸFIQR«ŸQEAKŸRLIKEŸ
HE'RŸGITEMŸBEMM©ŸAKKŸDA©.

EXT.ŸCONNOR'SŸCOMPOUNDŸ-ŸNIGHT

The moon is noU high oTerhead.

INT.ŸCONNOR'SŸHOUSEŸ-ŸBENNY'SŸROOMŸ-ŸNIGHT

Benn­ Ual°s in¯o his room sloUl­, drenched in sUea¯, s¯ill a 
li¯¯le sha°­ from eTer­¯hing he's been ¯hrough oTer ¯he 
course of one goddamn da­.

He's holding his head, Uhich has been bandaged up, bu¯ he's 
s¯ill clearl­ feeling sligh¯l­ disorien¯ed.

Benn­ collapses on his bed. He reaches for his phone ¯ha¯'s 
plugged in on ¯he nigh¯s¯and. He loo°s a¯ i¯: R«IKKŸMNŸRIGMAK.

Benn­ passes ou¯ facedoUn in all his Uor°ou¯ gear.

CUTŸTO:

Benn­ s¯ar¯les aUa°e, drenched in sUea¯ and immedia¯el­ runs 
in¯o his ba¯hroom clu¯ching his head.

INT.ŸCONNOR'SŸHOUSEŸ-ŸBENNY'SŸROOMŸ-ŸBATHROOM-ŸNIGHT

Benn­ Tomi¯s in¯o his ¯oile¯, ¯hen collapses on¯o ¯he floor. 

Benn­ ¯a°es a momen¯ ¯o ca¯ch his brea¯h, ¯hen ge¯s ¯o his 
fee¯ and ¯urns on ¯he Ua¯er in his sin° ¯o rinse ou¯ his 
mou¯h---BS«Ÿ«HEŸRIM¬ŸIRŸR«IKKŸCKNGGEDŸUI«HŸBKNND,ŸAMDŸI«Ÿ
ROKA««EQRŸAKKŸNTEQŸHILŸAMDŸ«HEŸCNSM«EQ.

BENNY
Shi¯Ź

Benn­ bac°s aUa­, disgus¯ed, ¯earing off his Uor°ou¯ clo¯hes 
as he clumsil­ Ual°s bac° in¯o his room.

INT.ŸCONNOR'SŸHOUSEŸ-ŸBENNY'SŸROOMŸ-ŸNIGHT

Benn­ s¯umbles ¯o his UindoU facing ¯he deser¯, ¯r­ing ¯o 
figure ou¯ a Ua­ ¯o ge¯ an­ na¯ural air---«HEMŸHEŸREERŸ«HEŸ
«UNŸOA«INŸDNNQRŸFACIMGŸ«HEŸONNK.
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Benn­ giTes a deep sigh of relief as he s¯umbles ¯oUards 
¯hem, pulling ¯he doors open, THEN FREEZES:

OMŸ«HEŸOA«INŸIMŸFQNM«ŸNFŸ«HEŸDNNQŸIRŸAŸLAMGKED,ŸDIRELBNUEKEDŸ
BIGHNQMŸRHEEO---AMDŸR«AMDIMGŸMEV«Ÿ«NŸI«,ŸAMN«HEQŸ°NSMGEQŸ
BIGHORNŸSHEEPŸUI²HŸaŸBQN³EMŸHNQM.

Benn­ and ¯he one-horned sheep loc° e­es.

BENNY
Wha¯ ¯he fuc°---

The one-horned sheep runs off in¯o ¯he dis¯ance, jol¯ing 
Benn­ bac° Ui¯h ¯he sudden moTemen¯.

Benn­ Ua¯ches i¯ run, ¯hen s¯ares doUn a¯ ¯he gore righ¯ 
ou¯side his room.

Benn­ slams ¯he sliding door shu¯ and craUls bac° on¯o his 
bed, his bac° ¯o ¯he deser¯, ¯r­ing ¯o ca¯ch his brea¯h. 

He blin°s his e­es.

CUTŸTO:

Benn­ s¯ar¯les aUa°e in ¯he same posi¯ion. He loo°s around 
him. 7HA«ŸUN¬EŸHILŸSO?

Then he hears some¯hing: RCQEALIMG. Fuc°ing aUful, pained 
screaming, someUhere deep in ¯he house. THEN: I«ŸR«NOR.

Benn­ sloUl­ shif¯s ¯o pu¯ his fee¯ on ¯he ground. S¯ands. 
LIR«EMR.

Silence.

THEN: AŸLNQEŸIM«EMREŸRCQEAL,Ÿ«HIRŸNMEŸDQAUMŸNS«.

Benn­ runs ou¯ of his room and in¯o---

INT.ŸCONNOR'SŸHOUSEŸ-ŸBACKŸHALLWAYŸ-ŸCONTINUOUS

The scream ge¯s louder as he en¯ers ¯he hallUa­, Uhich alloUs 
him ¯o loca¯e i¯. He runs ¯oUard ¯he scream, ¯a°ing a lef¯---
jus¯ŸARŸAŸRHADNUŸDIRAOOEAQRŸAQNSMDŸ«HEŸFAQŸCNQMEQ.

BENNY
He­Ź

Benn­ runs af¯er Uhere he saU ¯he figure run.

BENNYé(CONT'D)
HEYŹ
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As Benn­ runs doUn ¯he hall, HEŸMEAQK©ŸOKNURŸIM«NŸCNMMNQ,ŸUHNŸ
IRŸUAK¬IMGŸNS«ŸIM«NŸ«HEŸHAKKUA©ŸIMŸHIRŸSMDEQUEAQ.

CONNOR
Is eTer­¯hing OK?

BENNY
(ou¯ of brea¯h)

I, I heard screaming. And ¯hen I 
¯hough¯ I saU someone running aUa­---

CONNOR
Wha¯?

BENNY
Someone. Was screaming. The­ Uere in a 
lo¯ of pain. And ¯hen I saU someone 
running, and ¯here's a big 
fuc°ing...dead sheep ou¯side m­ room---

Connor mo¯ions for calm.

CONNOR
(oTer)

I¯'s OK, i¯'s OK. I can promise ­ou 
didn'¯ see an­one, OK? Securi¯­ 
Uould haTe loc°ed ¯he place doUn b­ 
noU. There's no one in here ¯o 
scream besides ­ou and me, so. 

(bea¯)
You said ¯here's a dead sheep?

BENNY
Yeah.

CONNOR
Well. The deser¯ is unforgiTing. 
We'll ge¯ i¯ cleaned up.

BENNY
And ¯he sin°Ź

CONNOR
And ¯he sin°. Of course.

Benn­ is confused. DIDŸHEŸHEAQŸRCQEALIMG?

BENNY
I heard screaming. I'm no¯ craW­.

CONNOR
Toda­ Uas a lo¯. You ¯oo° a pre¯¯­ nas¯­ 
fall. Jus¯ ¯r­ ¯o ge¯ some res¯, huh?
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Connor slaps Benn­'s shoulder before ¯urning around and 
heading bac° ¯o bed.

Benn­ loo°s ¯o Uhere he saU ¯he figure run.

He blin°s and Uipes ¯he sUea¯ from his e­es.

EXT.ŸCONNOR'SŸCOMPOUNDŸ-ŸNIGHT

The moon reflec¯s off ¯he pool.

A gila mons¯er drags i¯self across ¯he deser¯ sands.

EXT.ŸDESERTŸ-ŸOUTSIDEŸCONNOR'SŸCOMPOUNDŸ-ŸNIGHT

The one-horned sheep from Benn­'s pa¯io cres¯s ¯he hill, 
loo°ing doUn on Connor's compound. The moon is noU ¯he onl­ 
ligh¯ in ¯he deser¯.

The one-horned sheep s¯ops, and loo°s bac°.

Then i¯ con¯inues on.

EXT.ŸDESERTŸ-ŸNIGHT

The one-horned Ual°s sloUl­, i¯s brea¯hing ragged. I¯'s eVhaus¯ed.

I¯ reaches a pool of Ua¯er and almos¯ collapses drin°ing i¯. 
ETer­ sip is res¯oring life, THEN---

Co­o¯es hoUl someUhere in ¯he dar°.

The sheep shoo¯s up, aler¯ ¯o ¯he danger.

ShadoUs moTe, e­es glin¯ in ¯he moonligh¯.

INT.ŸCOWBOYS'ŸLOCKERŸROOMŸ-ŸNIGHTŸ-ŸARCHIVAL

Local neUs foo¯age of Connor being in¯erTieUed b­ a doWen 
repor¯ers 20 ­ears ago. Connor's hair is longer, shaggier, and he 
Uears a bac°Uards cap, his face sligh¯l­ rounder, more cherubic.

I¯'s af¯er a game, Connor's hair is ma¯¯ed ¯o his head, e­e 
blac° smeared on his chee°s.

CONNOR
I °noU i¯'s no¯ some¯hing people Uan¯ 
¯o hear, bu¯ i¯'s no¯ li°e I need ¯his 
for m­ life ¯o be OK. This is a game. 
Am I doing as Uell as I hoped? No.

(MORE)
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CONNORé(CONT'D)
Am I going ¯o Uor° as hard as I can ¯o 
fiV ¯ha¯? Yeah. Bu¯ i¯'s s¯ill a game, 
and I s¯ill haTe a life ou¯side of i¯. 
This game doesn'¯ define me.

BLACK.

TITLEŸO6ERŸBLACK: Da­ 2

INT.ŸCONNOR'SŸHOUSEŸ-ŸBENNY'SŸROOMŸ-ŸNIGHT

Benn­ sleeps, his jaU slac° agains¯ ¯he pilloU.

SUDDENLY: a s¯robing ligh¯ s¯ar¯s flashing in his room, folloUed 
shor¯l­ af¯er b­ źCUT TO THE FEELINGź BY CARLY RAE JEPSEN.

Benn­ jol¯s up, no¯ sure UHA«Ÿ«HEŸFSC¬ŸIRŸHAOOEMIMG.

He ge¯s ou¯ of bed, Uearing onl­ his underUear, as ¯he song 
ge¯s louder and louder. Benn­ loo°s around ¯he room for an­ 
clues of an­¯hing, ¯hen loo°s ou¯side---MN«HIMG.

Benn­ coTers his ears, moTing ou¯ in¯o---

INT.ŸCONNOR'SŸHOUSEŸ-ŸBACKŸHALLWAYŸ-ŸCONTINUOUS

Benn­ inches ou¯ of his room, ¯he ligh¯s s¯ill s¯robing ou¯ here. 
He sloUl­ moTes doUn ¯he hallUa­, pas¯ one room, ¯hen ano¯her.

Benn­ scans all around him, ¯he s¯robing and ¯he blaring song 
ma°ing ¯his all a s¯range nigh¯mare.

SUDDENLY: i¯ all s¯ops. I¯'s comple¯el­ dar°.

No¯hing bu¯ Benn­'s brea¯hing.

THEN: ¯he ligh¯s come on and a COMPUTER VOICE echoes 
¯hroughou¯ ¯he hallUa­.

VOICE
Good morning.

S«AMDIMGŸ«HEQEŸIMŸ«HEŸLIDDKEŸNFŸ«HEŸHAKKUA©ŸIRŸCNMMNQ,Ÿ
RLIKIMGŸBQNADK©,ŸDQERREDŸIMŸHIRŸUNQ¬NS«ŸGEAQ.

CONNOR
Read­ ¯o ge¯ ¯o Uor°?

Benn­ s¯ares a¯ him, his hands s¯ill coTering his ears, s¯ill 
dressed in no¯hing bu¯ boVer briefs.

Benn­ loUers his hands from his ears.
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BENNY
Was ¯ha¯ Carl­ Rae Jepsen?

CONNOR
Yeah. Grea¯ song. Pu¯ some pan¯s 
on, Benn­.

Benn­ Ua¯ches Connor Ual° aUa­.

EXT.ŸDESERTŸ-ŸPRE-DAWN

Benn­ folloUs Connor as ¯he­ run on ¯he deser¯ ¯rail as ¯he 
sun barel­ pee°s oTer ¯he ridge behind ¯hem, Ueigh¯ Tes¯s 
s¯rapped on, foo¯balls ¯uc°ed in.

INT.ŸCONNOR'SŸHOUSEŸ-ŸDININGŸAREAŸ-ŸDAY

Benn­ si¯s a¯ ¯he dining ¯able across from Connor. In fron¯ 
of him is a smoo¯hie.

CONNOR
HoU's ¯he head?

BENNY
I'm OK.

CONNOR
Are ­ou ac¯uall­ OK, or...

BENNY
I'm s¯raigh¯, man. No Uorries.

CONNOR
Grea¯. I Uan¯ apologiWe if Ue go¯ 
off on ¯he Urong foo¯.

BENNY
I¯'s OK. I °neU ­ou Uere ¯es¯ing me.

CONNOR
Yeah, Uell, I'm sorr­. And ­ou passed.

BENNY
Good. And be hones¯: ­ou'Te seen me 
pla­.

CONNOR
Tha¯ ¯hird doUn cross-bod­ ¯hroU 
agains¯ Georgia ¯his ­ear? Jesus, °id.

BENNY
I °neU ­ou Uere fuc°ing Ui¯h meŹ
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CONNOR
Your e­es neTer lef¯ ¯he safe¯­. 
HoU did ­ou eTen see ¯he receiTer?

BENNY
(smiling)

I didn'¯.

Connor smiles and nods. REROEC«.ŸHe drin°s some of his 
smoo¯hie before:

CONNOR
So, I should ¯ell ­ou: on Frida­, I'm 
going ¯o haTe some friends oTer ¯o 
scrimmage on ¯he field under ¯he 
ligh¯s. Jus¯ a fun Ua­ ¯o end ¯he Uee°.

Benn­'s e­ebroUs raise. OH? 

BENNY
Wha¯ °ind of friends?

CONNOR
Teamma¯es mos¯l­, pas¯ and presen¯. 
ETer­one is anVious ¯o see Uha¯ ­ou 
can do.

BENNY
(¯r­ing no¯ ¯o smile)

Huh.

CONNOR
So. Tha¯'s Uha¯ Ue're Uor°ing ¯oUards.

Connor finishes his smoo¯hie.

Benn­ is Woned ou¯, happil­ imagining pla­ing Ui¯h professionals.

CONNORé(CONT'D)
You reall­ loTe pla­ing ¯he game, huh?

Benn­ smiles. HEKKŸ©EAHŸHEŸDNER.

BENNY
I¯ Uas Uha¯ I Uas born ¯o do. Tha¯'s 
Uha¯ I feel eTer­ ¯ime I pla­. I 
loTe ¯he his¯or­, ¯he legends. I 
jus¯ Uan¯ ¯o be a par¯ of ¯ha¯. 

Connor nods, reall­ ¯a°ing ¯his in. Then:
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CONNOR
I'm haTing securi¯­ reTieU all ¯he 
foo¯age from las¯ nigh¯. I couldn'¯ 
s¯op ¯hin°ing abou¯ i¯.

BENNY
I couldn'¯ ei¯her. I¯ Uas 
reall­...unnerTing.

CONNOR
We'll ma°e sure ei¯her Ua­, I promise. 
We good?

Benn­ nods.

BENNY
Yeah, Ue're good.

Connor smiles, poin¯ing ¯o ¯he smoo¯hie.

CONNOR
I °noU ­ou Uan¯ ¯o drin° ¯ha¯.

Benn­ scoffs.

CONNORé(CONT'D)
Come on. Did ­es¯erda­ ¯each ­ou 
no¯hing?

Benn­ rolls his e­es before pic°ing up ¯he smoo¯hie and chugging.

CONNORé(CONT'D)
There Ue goŹ

Benn­ sighs as he finishes, slamming ¯he glass doUn.

INT.ŸCONNOR'SŸHOUSEŸ-ŸTRAININGŸROOMŸ-ŸDAY

Benn­ is facedoUn on a massage ¯able as Marco leans an elboU 
in¯o Benn­'s hams¯ring, loosening a °no¯ ¯here.

Benn­ groans in pain and relief bu¯ mos¯l­ pain.

MARCO
HoU's ­our head?

BENNY
I'm OK.

MARCO
Hard Uor° Ui¯h Mr. Dane ­es¯erda­, huh?

Connor, being loosened up b­ Jan on his oUn ¯able, laughs before:

8FLiX.com SCREENPLAY DATABASE 20221224



48.

CONNOR
Nah, I ¯oo° i¯ eas­ on him.

Jan crac°s Connor's spine in a ¯Uis¯ed posi¯ion.

BENNY
Please don'¯ encourage him.

Marco smiles as he con¯inues ¯o iron ou¯ Benn­'s legs.

Jan ¯aps Connor's bac°.

JAN
All done.

Connor si¯s up and ¯Uis¯s his ¯orso bac° and for¯h.

CONNOR
As usual, feeling li°e a neU man. 
Than° ­ou, Jan.

Connor slides his shir¯ bac° on and ¯aps Benn­'s heel as he 
Ual°s pas¯ him ¯o ¯he field.

CONNORé(CONT'D)
See ­ou ou¯ ¯here.

BENNY
Yep.

Marco has shif¯ed doUn ¯o Benn­'s calTes, as ¯he­ are noU ¯he 
onl­ ones in ¯he room.

BENNYé(CONT'D)
He­ Marco, Uhere can I ge¯ cell 
serTice ou¯ here?

MARCO
You haTe ¯o ge¯ bac° ¯o ¯he road 
for ¯ha¯, I'm afraid.

BENNY
Wi-fi?

MARCO
ETer­¯hing is hardUired here.

BENNY
Damn, hoU does an­one ge¯ in ¯ouch 
Ui¯h an­one ou¯ here?
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JAN
There's a landline in Mr. Dane's 
librar­. I'm sure he'd be fine Ui¯h 
­ou using i¯.

BENNY
Than°s man, ¯ha¯'s good ¯o °noU.

Jan Ual°s ou¯ of ¯he room carr­ing dir¯­ ¯oUels.

Marco immedia¯el­ s¯ops Uor°ing on Benn­'s legs and s¯eps 
bac°. He doesn'¯ ma°e a sound.

BENNYé(CONT'D)
Marco?

THEN: Marco is leaning doUn ¯o him under ¯he ¯able. HEŸKNN¬RŸ
RCAQED,ŸHIRŸE©ERŸUIDE,ŸMETEQŸBKIM¬IMG.

MARCO
(Uhispering)

You can'¯ use ¯he phone.

BENNY
Wh­ Uould I no¯---

Marco holds a finger ¯o his lips. Then he ¯aps his ear, and 
circles i¯ around. 

MARCO
(Uhispering)

AlUa­s. Someone lis¯ening.

Marco leans in close ¯o Benn­'s face.

MARCOé(CONT'D)
(Uhispering)

I¯'s no¯ safe for ­ou here. Connor 
is no¯. Wha¯ ­ou ¯hin°.

Before Benn­ can respond---JAMŸUAK¬RŸBAC¬ŸIM«NŸ«HEŸQNNLŸ«NŸ
UIOEŸDNUMŸHIRŸ«ABKE.

Marco quic°l­ s¯ands and Uor°s on Benn­'s shoulders.

MARCOé(CONT'D)
Arm da­ ¯oda­, righ¯?

Benn­ s¯ares a¯ ¯he floor. 7HA«Ÿ«HEŸFSC¬...?
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EXT.ŸCONNOR'SŸHOUSEŸ-ŸTRAININGŸFIELDŸ-ŸDAY

Benn­ Ua¯ches Connor as he s¯rains ¯o flip a ¯rac¯or ¯ire 
under Mali°'s Ua¯chful e­e.

MALIK
GoodŹ GoodŹ Keep ¯ha¯ hip crease, 
°eep ¯ha¯ hip creaseŹ

Benn­'s e­es neTer leaTe Connor as he successfull­ flips ¯he 
¯ire. Connor holds up his arms in ¯riumph. Mali° and ¯he 
o¯her ¯rainers clap.

Benn­ jus¯ s¯ares. 7HNŸIRŸCNMMNQŸDAME?

INT.ŸCONNOR'SŸHOUSEŸ-ŸDININGŸAREAŸ-ŸDAY

Benn­ is Ua¯ching Ui¯h ¯he same in¯ensi¯­ as Connor finishes 
ea¯ing his meal.

Benn­ ¯hen smiles before:

BENNY
He­, do ­ou haTe a phone I can use? I 
jus¯ need ¯o ¯al° ¯o m­ agen¯ abou¯ a 
deal Ue're ¯r­ing ¯o close and I can'¯ 
seem ¯o ge¯ an­ serTice ou¯ here.

CONNOR
Yeah, sure. We haTe a landline in 
¯he librar­.

BENNY
You haTe a librar­?

CONNOR
Wh­ ­es, ­oung Benn­, he does read. 
I¯'s jus¯ doUn ¯he hall, hang a righ¯, 
i¯'s ¯he one Ui¯h all ¯he boo°s in i¯.

Benn­ giTes a poli¯e chuc°le before s¯anding.

CONNORé(CONT'D)
You good?

BENNY
Yeah.

CONNOR
You jus¯ seemed a li¯¯le dis¯rac¯ed 
ou¯ ¯here.
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BENNY
I promise, ­ou haTe m­ full a¯¯en¯ion.

CONNOR
(shrugs)

OK.

Benn­'s smile drops as soon as he's ou¯ of Connor's sigh¯.

INT.ŸCONNOR'SŸHOUSEŸ-ŸLIBRARYŸ-ŸDAY

Benn­ Ual°s in¯o ¯he room lined Ui¯h boo°s he's Ter­ sure Connor 
has neTer read. A ladder ¯ha¯ slides on a ¯rac° ¯o help reach ¯he 
boo°s a¯ a higher leTel is shoTed in¯o ¯he corner.

A phone si¯s in ¯he middle of a des° Ui¯h lamps and emp¯­ 
no¯epads on ei¯her side.

Benn­ Ual°s oTer ¯o i¯ apprehensiTel­, li°e he's doing 
some¯hing Urong. BS«ŸHE'RŸMN«,ŸQIGH«?ŸHEŸGN«ŸOEQLIRRINM.

Benn­ si¯s in fron¯ of ¯he phone and pic°s i¯ up.

DIAKŸ«NME.

Benn­ ¯­pes in a number on ¯he pad.

RIMG.Ÿ

Benn­ loo°s around him nerTousl­. 7H©?

RIMG.

Tom, his agen¯, pic°s up.

TOM (V.O.)
Hello?

BENNY
Tom. I¯'s Benn­.

TOM (V.O.)
Benn­ Bo­Ź HoU's i¯ going ou¯ ¯here in 
Sin Ci¯­? Connor ma°e ­ou s¯op ea¯ing 
bread or Uha¯eTer? I'm driTing Ui¯h m­ 
dog if ­ou hear Ueird pan¯ing.

BENNY
Tom, I need as° ­ou some¯hing. I¯'s 
impor¯an¯.

TOM (V.O.)
Yeah?
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Benn­ loo°s around again, leaning in.

BENNY
I jus¯ need ¯o °noU --

BEMM©ŸHEAQRŸAŸCKIC¬ŸNMŸ«HEŸKIME.

He freeWes. IRŸRNLENMEŸKIR«EMIMG?

TOM (V.O.)
Wha¯ do ­ou need ¯o °noU? 

BENNY
Um. I Uas uh...

Benn­ leans bac°, spea°ing more comfor¯abl­ noU.

BENNYé(CONT'D)
HoU ¯he response has been ¯o going 
¯o ¯he CoUbo­s.

TOM (V.O.)
Kid, are ­ou fuc°ing °idding? I could 
ge¯ ­our shi¯ a boo° deal righ¯ noU. 
Seriousl­, ­ou could ¯a°e a shi¯ and 
I could ge¯ ­ou publishers figh¯ing 
oTer i¯ righ¯ noU.

BENNY
Ha, ¯ha¯'s grea¯, Tom. And ­ou're good?

TOM (V.O.)
I'm grea¯, bu¯ hoU ¯he fuc° are 
­ou? Wha¯'s going on?

BENNY
I'm good, I'm good. Lis¯en, I go¯¯a 
¯a°e off noU, OK? Go¯¯a ge¯ bac° 
in¯o ¯he grind.

TOM (V.O.)
Kiss Connor for me, Uill ­a? 

BENNY
Yeah, OK, b­e Tom.

TOM (V.O.)
B­e °id.

Before Benn­ hangs up, HEŸHEAQRŸAMN«HEQŸCKIC¬. The phone is 
silen¯. Benn­ lis¯ens for an­¯hing.

BENNY
Hello?
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SIKEMCE.

BENNYé(CONT'D)
Who is lis¯en---

DIAKŸ«NME.

Benn­ sloUl­ se¯s ¯he receiTer doUn.

CONNOR (O.C.)
He­ Benn­Ź

Benn­ quic°l­ ¯urns ¯o see Connor s¯anding in ¯he doorUa­.

CONNORé(CONT'D)
Go¯ ­our deals lined up?

BENNY
Yeah, all good.

CONNOR
Grea¯. I'll mee¯ ­ou in ¯he Ueigh¯ 
room in li°e 20?

BENNY
Yeah, cool.

Connor ¯aps ¯he doorframe before heading ou¯.

Benn­ loo°s bac° a¯ ¯he phone. Sha°es his head. I'LŸBEIMGŸ
FSC¬IMGŸOAQAMNID.

EXT.ŸCONNOR'SŸCOMPOUNDŸ-ŸEVENING

The sun is loUering behind ¯he house.

INT.ŸCONNOR'SŸHOUSEŸ-ŸWEIGHTŸROOMŸ-ŸDAY

Benn­ is grun¯ing ¯hrough bench presses, as Mali° s¯ands oTer 
him as his spo¯¯er.

MALIK
Tha¯'s i¯Ź Tha¯'s i¯Ź Keep i¯ upŹ

Benn­ is eVhaling on eTer­ lif¯, and he is comfor¯abl­ 
Uor°ing his Ua­ ¯hrough ¯he reps.

Connor ¯aps Mali° and mo¯ions him aUa­. Connor is noU 
spo¯¯ing Benn­.

Connor claps.
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CONNOR
Le¯'s go, le¯'s goŹ

Benn­ loo°s a¯ him for a second, bu¯ ¯hen con¯inues ¯o press.

Connor grips ¯he barbell on ei¯her side of Benn­'s hands.

As Benn­ pushes up---CNMMNQŸIRŸOQERRIMGŸDNUM.Ÿ

Benn­ s¯rains ¯o press up, his ¯ee¯h gri¯¯ing Ui¯h ¯he Ueigh¯.

CONNORé(CONT'D)
Come on, come on, don'¯ s¯op noU.

Benn­ glares a¯ Connor as he main¯ains ¯he bar Ui¯h all his migh¯.

BENNY
Wha¯ ¯he fuc° are ­ou doing?Ź

CONNOR
I °noU ­ou're s¯ronger ¯han ¯his, 
Benn­, noU come onŹ

Benn­ screams as he presses up, BS«ŸCNMMNQŸJSR«ŸKEAMRŸDNUMŸ
LNQEŸIM«NŸ«HEŸBAQ.

THEN: Benn­'s arms s¯ar¯ ¯o giTe ou¯. Panic Uashes oTer him 
as he realiWes he can'¯ s¯op Uha¯'s coming. He loo°s in¯o 
Connor's e­es---IŸCAM'«ŸDNŸ«HIR.

Connor jus¯ s¯ares bac°. 

BENNY
(¯hrough gri¯¯ed ¯ee¯h)

Help. Help me.

Mali° s¯eps oTer ¯o help.

CONNOR
(¯o Mali°)

NoŹ 
(¯o Benn­)

Push ¯his bar ¯o ¯he rac° goddammi¯Ź

Benn­ squeeWes his e­es shu¯ and giTes one las¯ effor¯ ¯o 
push ¯he bar---BS«ŸHIRŸAQLRŸGITEŸNS«.

THEŸBAQŸFAKKRŸBAC¯Ÿ®NUAQDRŸHIRŸCHER®ŸAMDŸ®HQNA®---BS«ŸCNMMNQŸGQIORŸ
I«ŸAMDŸHASKRŸI«ŸBAC¬ŸNM«NŸ«HEŸQAC¬ŸQIGH«ŸBEFNQEŸI«ŸCQSRHERŸBEMM©.

Benn­ rolls off ¯he bench on¯o ¯he floor.
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BENNY
Wha¯ ¯he fuc° Uas ¯ha¯? Wha¯'s 
Urong Ui¯h ­ou?

CONNOR
(shrugs)

We're Uor°ing ou¯.

BENNY
Tha¯ could haTe °illed meŹ

CONNOR
Did i¯?

Benn­ jus¯ s¯ares a¯ Connor. Then:

BENNY
No.

CONNOR
No. Le¯'s °eep Uor°ing.

MALIK
All righ¯, on ¯o s°ullcrushers.

Benn­ Ua¯ches as ¯he­ moTe ¯o ¯he ma¯. He ge¯s bac° on his fee¯.

INT.ŸCONNOR'SŸHOUSEŸ-ŸTRAININGŸROOMŸ-ŸNIGHT

Benn­ loUers doUn in¯o ano¯her ice ba¯h. He s¯ares up a¯ ¯he 
ceiling, sin°ing doUn in¯o ¯he ice a li¯¯le more. He closes 
his e­es...

MARCO (O.C.)
He­, Benn­.

Benn­'s e­es open, as he sees Marco s¯anding oTer him, 
smiling ma­be a li¯¯le ¯oo much.

BENNY
He­.

MARCO
Jan and I are going ¯o head oTer ¯o 
Vegas ¯onigh¯ ¯o ge¯ some supplies 
and bloU off some s¯eam. Would ­ou 
li°e ¯o join us?

Benn­ ¯a°es a momen¯ ¯o process ¯his.

BENNY
I'm no¯ sure I am...alloUed ¯o.
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MARCO
As I unders¯and i¯, ­ou are free ¯o 
come and go as ­ou please. I¯'s a good 
place ¯o ge¯ some... fresh perspec¯iTe. 
And don'¯ Uorr­, Ue Uon'¯ do an­¯hing 
¯o compromise ­our ¯raining.

Marco's mou¯h is s¯ill loc°ed in a smile, bu¯ his e­es are 
screaming a¯ Benn­ ¯o hear Uha¯ he's sa­ing.

BENNY
OK.

MARCO
Grea¯. The chopper Uill be read­ in 
abou¯ an hour.

Marco ¯il¯s his head ¯o ¯he side before leaTing Benn­ ¯o soa°.

EXT.ŸCONNOR'SŸHOUSEŸ-ŸNIGHT

Benn­ and Connor ea¯ a¯ ¯he ¯able, ¯he onl­ ligh¯ in ¯he 
en¯ire deser¯.

INT.ŸCONNOR'SŸHOUSEŸ-ŸDININGŸAREAŸ-ŸNIGHT

Benn­ drin°s some Ua¯er af¯er finishing his meal.

He clears his ¯hroa¯ before:

BENNY
I'm going ¯o go ou¯ ¯o Vegas ¯onigh¯.

Connor ¯a°es ¯his in for a momen¯ before:

CONNOR
OK.

BENNY
I jus¯ need ¯o clear m­ head, and 
Marco inTi¯ed me ou¯.

CONNOR
OK.

BENNY
I Uon'¯ le¯ i¯ fuc° Ui¯h Uha¯ Ue're 
doing.

CONNOR
You're a groUn man, Benn­. You do 
Uha¯ ­ou Uan¯ ¯o.
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BENNY
Than° ­ou.

CONNOR
No need. HaTe fun. See ­ou in ¯he 
morning.

BENNY
(bea¯)

Yeah.

EXT.ŸHELICOPTERŸOVERŸVEGASŸ-ŸNIGHT

A helicop¯er soars in oTer Las Vegas, ¯he neon ligh¯s 
glin¯ing off ¯he sides and ro¯ors, a Uhirling °aleidoscope. 

INT.ŸHELICOPTERŸOVERŸVEGASŸ-ŸCONTINUOUS

Benn­ s¯ares ou¯ a¯ ¯he ci¯­ beloU. He glances oTer a¯ Jan, Uho is 
s¯aring ou¯ ¯he o¯her side. Then ¯o Marco, Uho rides Ui¯h his e­es 
closed. Bu¯ his lips are moTing. 7HA«ŸIRŸHEŸRA©IMG?ŸIRŸHEŸOQA©IMG?

JAN (O.C.)
You eTer been on a helicop¯er before?

Benn­ loo°s oTer a¯ Jan, Uho has noU focused on him.

BENNY
No.

JAN
Bea¯s Ual°ing, huh?

BENNY
(poli¯e chuc°le)

Yeah.

Benn­ glances oTer a¯ Marco, Uho is noU s¯aring ou¯ his 
UindoU. Benn­ folloUs sui¯.

EXT.ŸHELICOPTERŸPADŸ-ŸVEGASŸ-ŸNIGHT

As Benn­ s¯eps off ¯he helicop¯er Ui¯h Marco a¯ his side, his 
phone begins ¯o Tibra¯e and ping and boop Ui¯h eTer­ buil¯-up 
message and no¯ifica¯ion he's go¯¯en Uhile in ¯he deser¯. He 
pulls i¯ ou¯ ¯o loo° a¯ i¯.

TEV«RŸFQNLŸHIRŸLNL,ŸRIR«EQ,ŸDAD,ŸAGEM«,ŸTUI««EQ,ŸIMR«AGQAL,Ÿ
TI¬TN¬.

8FLiX.com SCREENPLAY DATABASE 20221224



58.

When ¯he­ spea°, ¯he­ haTe ¯o shou¯ oTer ¯he helicop¯er 
blades s¯ill spinning.

BENNY
I go¯¯a call so man­ people.

Marco leans in¯o his ear.

MARCO
Wai¯ un¯il ­ou can ge¯ aUa­ from Jan.

Benn­ loo°s a¯ him, bac° a¯ Jan, Uho is jus¯ s¯epping off.

Jan jogs ¯o ca¯ch up as Benn­ ¯uc°s his phone aUa­.

He pu¯s an arm oTer Benn­'s shoulder.

JAN
ETer spen¯ ¯ime in Vegas?

BENNY
No.

JAN
Grea¯Ź I¯'s loud and s¯upid.

The­ all climb in¯o ¯he limo Uai¯ing for ¯hem.

INT.ŸLIMOŸ-ŸVEGASŸ-ŸNIGHT

The limo driTes doUn ¯he s¯rip as Benn­ ¯a°es in all ¯he 
ligh¯s and people Ual°ing Ui¯h fann­ pac°s.

INT.ŸWYNNŸLASŸVEGASŸ-ŸXSŸNIGHTCLUBŸ-ŸNIGHT

Benn­ s¯ands in be¯Ueen Jan and Marco agains¯ a Uall on ¯he far 
side of ¯he club from ¯he bar, facing ¯he dancers on ¯he floor 
under a gian¯ chandelier. S¯robing ligh¯s and pop music... AGAIM.

Jan bobs his head ¯o ¯he music, ¯he onl­ one Uho seems ¯o be 
enjo­ing ¯his.

When ¯he­ spea°, ¯he­ haTe ¯o shou¯ oTer ¯he music.

JAN
Much li°e ­our Ua°e-up alarm, ­eah?

Benn­ nods, giTing a poli¯e smile.

Benn­ loo°s a¯ Marco, Uho jus¯ seems anVious.
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BENNY
You OK?

MARCO
Wha¯?

BENNY
Are ­ou OK?

Marco loo°s a¯ him Ui¯h a fa°e smile and giTes a nod before 
loo°ing bac° ou¯ on ¯he dancers.

Benn­ ¯urns ¯o Jan.

BENNYé(CONT'D)
Do ­ou ¯hin° ­ou could ge¯ me 
ano¯her drin°?

JAN
Wha¯?

BENNY
(louder)

Do ­ou ¯hin° ­ou could grab me 
ano¯her drin°?

Jan loo°s ¯o Marco. Marco shrugs. HEŸAR¬EDŸ©NS.

JAN
OK. Be righ¯ bac°.

Jan Ual°s ¯oUards ¯he bar.

Marco ins¯an¯l­ leans ¯o spea° in¯o Benn­'s ear.

MARCO
OK, lis¯en, I °noU ¯his isn'¯ going 
¯o ma°e a lo¯ of sense righ¯ noU, 
bu¯ ¯here's no¯ much ¯ime, jus¯ 
hear Uha¯ I am sa­ing ¯o ­ou, 
remember i¯. I oTerheard las¯ nigh¯ 
¯ha¯ ­ou...­ou passed.

BENNY
Yeah, I °noU, Connor said---

MARCO
No, no. You passed. You're eligible.

BENNY
I'm eligible? Eligible for Uha¯?
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MARCO
Jus¯ don'¯ as° for an­¯hing. OK? Do 
¯he Uor°. Don'¯ as° for an­¯hing more.

BENNY
Wha¯ ¯he fuc° are ­ou ¯al°---

JAMIE (O.C.)
(oTer)

Oh m­ god, are ­ou Benn­ Ma¯his?

Benn­ ¯urns ¯o see a Uoman, JAMIE, s¯aring a¯ him li°e he's a 
gian¯ coUbo­ s¯ea°.

BENNY
Um, ­eah, loo°, I'm sorr­---

Jamie moTes in closer, almos¯ °noc°ing Benn­ oTer.

JAMIE
Hol­ shi¯, I °neU i¯. I loTe ­ou, 
­ou are li¯erall­ m­ faTori¯e.

BENNY
OK. Than° ­ou.

JAMIE
I'm Jamie. Wha¯ are ­ou doing here? 
Aren'¯ ­ou supposed ¯o be in Dallas?

JAN (O.C.)
He's ¯rainingŹ Wi¯h Connor DaneŹ

Jan has noU re¯urned Ui¯h drin°s.

JAMIE
No Ua­, is he here?

BENNY
No, jus¯ me.

JAMIE
I haTe ¯o ¯ell ­ou, ­our coTerage 
recogni¯ion a¯ ¯he line is eli¯e 
for a college quar¯erbac°.

Benn­ smiles in spi¯e of himself.

BENNY
Than° ­ou.
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JAMIE
I s¯ill don'¯ °noU hoU ­ou °neU 
Alabama Uas running a CoTer 6 Uhen 
¯he­ lined up --

Jamie con¯inues ¯al°ing abou¯ foo¯ball shi¯ as Benn­ sees 
some¯hing in ¯he croUd. SNLENME. The­'re s¯aring direc¯l­ a¯ 
him, smiling... He focuses in, ¯he ligh¯s s¯robing, ma°ing i¯ 
hard... I¯'s a face, a face he °noUs...

HNK©ŸRHI«,ŸIRŸ«HA«ŸFSC¬IMGŸCNMMNQ?!ŸBS«ŸMN«ŸCNMMNQŸMNU.Ÿ
CNMMNQŸ20Ÿ©EAQRŸAGN.Ÿ7HA«Ÿ«HEŸFSC¬ŸIRŸGNIMGŸNM?

Benn­ s¯eps ou¯ around Jamie ¯o loo° closer, BS«Ÿ«HEŸOEQRNMŸ
IRŸGNME.

He loo°s bac° a¯ Marco, Uho loo°s legi¯ima¯el­ ill noU.

JAMIEé(CONT'D)
(¯o Benn­)

ETer­¯hing OK?

BENNY
Yeah, sorr­, I ¯hough¯ I saU... someone.

Jamie con¯inues ¯o ¯al° a¯ him.

Benn­ loo°s around ¯he club. NN«HIMG. NN«HIMG.

F5CK.ŸCONNORŸISŸCLOSERŸNO7,ŸSTARINGŸRIGHTŸATŸHIM,ŸSMILING.

Then he's gone. Benn­ can'¯ see him an­Uhere in ¯he s¯robing 
madness.

AŸHAMDŸNMŸHIRŸRHNSKDEQ---I«'RŸMAQCN.

MARCO
I'm sorr­ I can'¯ help ­ou. I 
¯hough¯ I could.

Before Benn­ can ansUer, Marco ¯a°es off in¯o ¯he nigh¯club.

Benn­ ¯ries ¯o go af¯er him---BS«ŸJAMŸGQABRŸHIRŸRHNSKDEQ.

JAN
Where are ­ou going?

BENNY
I'm Uorried abou¯ Marco.

JAN
Marco is fine, relaV. 

Jan smiles.
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THIRŸIRŸ«NNŸFSC¬IMGŸUEIQD.

JAMIE
You haTe ¯o ¯ell me Uha¯ i¯ Uas li°e 
¯o pla­ a¯ LSU a¯ nigh¯---

Benn­ loo°s and sees Marco pushing ¯hrough ¯he croUd. THEN: 
RNLENMEŸEKREŸCS««IMGŸ«HQNSGHŸ«NUAQDRŸMAQCN. OMK©ŸFKARHER,Ÿ
NMK©ŸFKARHER,ŸI«ŸHARŸ«NŸBEŸHIL.

BENNY
Fuc°.

Benn­ pushes pas¯ Jamie and Jan, heading ¯hrough ¯he croUd. 
He can barel­ ma°e ou¯ Marco forcing his Ua­ ¯hrough. 

THEMŸAŸFKARHŸNFŸ«HEŸ©NSMGŸCNMMNQ'RŸFACE,ŸBS«ŸI«Ÿ¬EEORŸLNTIMGŸ
IMŸAMDŸNS«ŸNFŸRHADNURŸAMDŸ«HEŸCQNUD,ŸI«'RŸILONRRIBKEŸ«NŸGE«ŸAŸ
CKEAQŸRIGH«ŸNM.

Benn­ °eeps figh¯ing ¯hrough, ¯he ligh¯s s¯robing, Marco, RNLENMEŸ
UHNŸKNN¬RŸAMŸAUFSKŸKN«ŸKI¬EŸFSC¬IMGŸCNMMNQŸDAMEŸOSQRSIMGŸMAQCN---
BAC¬ŸAMDŸFNQ«H,ŸOSRH,ŸMAQCN,ŸCNMMNQ,ŸOSRH,ŸMAQCN,ŸCNMMNQ,ŸOSRH---

THEN: Marco s¯ops and ¯urns ¯o loo° bac° a¯ Benn­.

Benn­ °eeps pressing his Ua­ ¯hrough people, bu¯ °eeps his 
e­es loc°ed on Marco.

BENNYé(CONT'D)
Wai¯Ź Wai¯Ź

SUDDENLY in a flash, Connor appears behind Marco and SRERŸ
TRAUMAŸSCISSORSŸTOŸSNIPŸMARCO'SŸTHROAT.

BENNYé(CONT'D)
NOŹ NOŹ

Marco s¯ares a¯ Benn­, e­es agape, HIRŸKIORŸJABBEQIMG,Ÿ²HEŸ
CS²ŸLNTIMGŸIMŸR°MCŸUI²HŸHIRŸLNS²H.

Benn­ is closer noU, forcing his Ua­ ¯hrough dancing idio¯s.

Marco s¯umbles oTer ¯o a pillar and collapses benea¯h ¯he sea 
of people no¯ 10 fee¯ from Benn­.

BENNYé(CONT'D)
GET THE FUCK OUT OF THE WAYŹ

Benn­ forces his Ua­ ¯hrough ¯o ¯he pillar---BS«ŸMAQCNŸIRM'«Ÿ
«HEQE.ŸTHEQE'RŸMNŸBKNND.ŸNN«HIMG.

Benn­ s¯ares doUn a¯ ¯he floor in disbelief as Jan emerges 
neV¯ ¯o him.
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JAN
Benn­Ź Are ­ou OK?

BENNY
Did ­ou see ¯ha¯?Ź

JAN
See Uha¯?

BENNY
MarcoŹ Someone hur¯ Marco.

JAN
I Ua¯ched Marco Ual° s¯raigh¯ ou¯ 
of here, he jus¯ needed some air.

Benn­ loo°s a¯ Jan. AQEŸ©NSŸBSKKRHI««IMGŸLE?

Benn­ sees a BALDŸMAN s¯anding neV¯ ¯o ¯he pillar Ui¯h a 
drin°. Benn­ Ual°s up ¯o him.

BENNY
Did ­ou see someone fall? Righ¯ 
hereŹ Righ¯ in fron¯ of ­ouŹ

The Bald Man jus¯ sha°es his head MN before Ual°ing aUa­ from 
¯his Ueird gu­ ­elling a¯ him.

Benn­ s¯ares off in¯o space. 7HA«Ÿ«HEŸFSC¬ŸIRŸHAOOEMIMG?Ÿ7HA«Ÿ
«HEŸFSC¬...

Jan places his hand on Benn­'s shoulder---Benn­ shrugs i¯ off and 
quic°l­ forces his Ua­ ¯hrough ¯o ¯he eVi¯ and heads in¯o---

INT.ŸWYNNŸLASŸVEGASŸ-ŸCASINOŸ-ŸCONTINUOUS

Benn­ s¯eps ou¯ in¯o ¯he much quie¯er casino shopping area, Ui¯h 
brands lining ¯he Ualls, people milling eTer­Uhere---BS«ŸMNŸMAQCN.

Benn­ is scanning eTer­Uhere.

He s¯ar¯s moTing, ¯oUards ¯he casino proper. His head is on a 
sUiTel for an­¯hing.

Benn­ pulls ou¯ his phone. He quic°l­ dials Tom.

Benn­ holds ¯he phone ¯o his head as i¯ rings, scanning, 
scanning...

TOM (V.O.)
Benn­ bo­Ź Wha¯'s going on?

8FLiX.com SCREENPLAY DATABASE 20221224



64.

BENNY
Tom, I, I, I don'¯ °noU, um. I 
¯hin° some¯hing is, is... Urong.

TOM (V.O.)
OK, sloU doUn, °id. Tell me Uhere 
­ou are, Uha¯'s happening.

Benn­ °eeps loo°ing all around him. People laughing. Pulling 
leTers. Rolling dice.

BENNY
I'm in Las Vegas. And I ¯hin°. I'm jus¯.

AŸFKARH:ŸCNMMNQ'RŸRLIKIMGŸFACEŸIMŸ«HEŸCQNUD.Ÿ7HEMŸBEMM©Ÿ
FNCSRER:ŸMN«HIMG.

TOM (V.O.)
You're frea°ing me ou¯, Benn­.

BENNY
Am I safe? Am I safe here? Do ­ou 
°noU an­¯hing ­ou're no¯ ¯elling me?

TOM (V.O.)
Wha¯ do ­ou mean?

BENNY
Some¯hing isn'¯ righ¯, some¯hing 
isn'¯ righ¯ Ui¯h Connor, or, or, me.

PENOKEŸKASGHIMG.ŸPSKKIMGŸKETEQR.ŸRNKKIMGŸDICE.

TOM (V.O.)
He's ¯he grea¯es¯ quar¯erbac° Uho eTer 
liTed, and ­ou're ¯raining Ui¯h him.

BENNY
I °noU, I jus¯---

CNMMNQ.ŸTHEMŸMN«HIMG.

People are s¯ar¯ing ¯o recogniWe Benn­, ¯al°ing ¯o ¯heir 
small groups and poin¯ing.

TOM (V.O.)
You jus¯ no¯hing, Benn­. This is hoU ­ou 
become Uho ­ou're supposed ¯o be. I¯'s 
Uha¯ Ue'Te alUa­s ¯al°ed abou¯, righ¯? 
Ea¯ some shi¯ noU, be a ¯ree la¯er.

Benn­ realiWes ¯his is a dead end Ui¯h Tom.
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BENNY
Yeah.

PENOKEŸKASGHIMG.ŸPSKKIMGŸKETEQR.ŸRNKKIMGŸDICE.

People moTing ¯oUards him.

AMN«HEQŸFKARHŸNFŸCNMMNQ.ŸCKNREQŸMNU.

TOM (V.O.)
I¯'s OK ¯o be scared.

Benn­ s¯ar¯s moTing ¯oUards ¯he ba¯hroom.

BENNY
I go¯¯a go, Tom. I'm going ¯o ge¯ 
¯he fuc° ou¯ of here.

TOM (V.O.)
Don'¯ fuc° ¯his up---

Benn­ hangs up ¯he phone as he dar¯s in¯o---

INT.ŸWYNNŸLASŸVEGASŸ-ŸCASINOŸBATHROOMŸ-ŸCONTINUOUS

Benn­ closes ¯he door behind him---MNŸKNC¬.

He s¯ar¯s Ual°ing pas¯ ¯he s¯alls---AKKŸELO«©.

Benn­ duc°s in¯o ¯he las¯ one, shu¯¯ing i¯ behind him and 
loc°ing i¯.

He pulls ou¯ his phone, and quic°l­ dials his mom, YTe¯¯e.

Benn­ holds ¯he phone ¯o his head as i¯ rings. He a¯¯emp¯s ¯o 
calm his brea¯hing. YTe¯¯e ansUers.

YVETTE (V.O.)
Benedic¯oŹ Wh­ haTe ­ou been 
ignoring us?Ź

BENNY
Mom.

YTe¯¯e can ins¯an¯l­ ¯ell some¯hing's off.

YVETTE (V.O.)
Wha¯'s Urong?

BENNY
I ¯hin° I'm in ¯rouble.
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YVETTE (V.O.)
Wha¯ °ind of ¯rouble?

BENNY
I don'¯ °noU, I don'¯ °noU, I feel 
li°e I'm in oTer m­ head or, or---

THEŸFQNM«ŸBA«HQNNLŸDNNQŸ¬IC¬RŸNOEM.

A pair of heaT­ fee¯ s¯ep inside.

Benn­ immedia¯el­ ge¯s quie¯ and carefull­ pulls his fee¯ 
from ¯he floor ¯o his ches¯.

YVETTE (V.O.)
Wha¯ do ­ou mean, bab­? You're 
scaring me.

Benn­ hangs up, carefull­ clic°ing his phone ¯o silen¯.

The foo¯s¯eps moTe closer. THEN:Ÿ«HEŸFAQŸBA«HQNNLŸR«AKKŸDNNQŸ
IRŸ¬IC¬EDŸIM.

THEMŸ«HEŸMEV«.

Benn­ focuses en¯irel­ on con¯rolling his brea¯hing, bu¯ 
eTer­ °ic°ed-in s¯all door causes him ¯o flinch.

OMK©ŸAŸCNSOKEŸAUA©ŸMNU.

BANG.

9NS'QEŸMEV«.

SUDDENLY: ¯he fron¯ ba¯hroom door pushes in again.

JAN (O.C.)
Benn­? You in here?

Benn­ doesn'¯ respond.

Jan moTes closer ¯o him.

JAN (O.C.)é(CONT'D)
Benn­?

Benn­ carefull­ places his fee¯ on ¯he ¯oile¯ and raises 
himself up ¯o barel­ see oTer ¯he s¯alls.

I«'RŸNMK©ŸAŸTEQ©ŸCNMCEQMEDŸJAM.

Benn­ s¯ands s¯raigh¯. Jan finall­ sees him.
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JANé(CONT'D)
Benn­?

BENNY
Are ­ou ¯he onl­ one in here?

Jan loo°s around him. IRŸ«HIRŸAŸ«QIC¬?

JAN
Wh­ don'¯ Ue head bac°?

BENNY
Did ­ou find Marco?

JAN
Yeah, he's fine, he jus¯ Uen¯ ou¯ 
¯o ge¯ some air li°e I said.

BENNY
Are ­ou sure?

JAN
I jus¯ saU him, Benn­. I ¯hin° ¯he 
croUd go¯ ¯o him a bi¯. 

Benn­ s¯eps doUn from ¯he ¯oile¯, opening ¯he s¯all door. He loo°s 
¯o be on ¯he Terge of ¯ears. FEAQ.ŸELBAQQARRLEM«.ŸCNMFSRINM.Ÿ

JANé(CONT'D)
Shi¯, Benn­. Le¯'s ge¯ ­ou bac°.

BENNY
I don'¯ Uan¯ ¯o go bac°.

JAN
I¯'s onl­ ¯hree more da­s.

BENNY
Some¯hing's going ¯o happen.

JAN
The res¯ of ­our life is going ¯o 
happen, Benn­. And ¯his Uill jus¯ be 
a s¯epping s¯one ¯o ¯he res¯ of i¯.

BENNY
Are ­ou sure Marco's OK?

JAN
Marco °noUs hoU ¯o ¯a°e care of 
himself here, le¯'s Uorr­ abou¯ 
­ou, OK? I'll come bac° m­self 
af¯er ¯o ma°e sure he ge¯s home.
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Benn­ sha°es his head, no¯ sure Uha¯ ¯o do.

BENNY
OK.

JAN
OK.

INT/EXT.ŸHELICOPTERŸOVERŸVEGASŸ-ŸNIGHT

Benn­ loo°s doUn on ¯he ci¯­ of Sin, Uhich almos¯ sUalloUed 
him Uhole.

INT.ŸCONNOR'SŸHOUSEŸ-ŸBACKŸHALLWAYŸ-ŸNIGHT

Benn­ Ual°s doUn ¯he dar°ened hallUa­, pas¯ each open doorUa­, 
Ui¯h flashes of ¯he deser¯ and dar° corners all around him. 

Benn­ creeps as silen¯l­ as possible ¯o Connor's open 
doorUa­. He pee°s in.

Connor, Ui¯h his bac° ¯o Benn­, is Face¯iming Ui¯h his son, 
T9LERŸ(9), on one compu¯er moni¯or, Uhile ¯he o¯her is froWen 
in ¯he middle of a foo¯ball pla­ from ¯he preTious season.

T­ler seems dis¯rac¯ed, clearl­ Uan¯ing ¯o ge¯ off ¯he call.

CONNOR
Did ­ou bloU ou¯ all ¯he candles a¯ 
once?

TYLER
Yeah.

CONNOR
I'm sorr­ I couldn'¯ be ¯here, budd­.

TYLER
Yeah.

CONNOR
You'll be good for Grandma Uhile 
Mom comes ¯o Tisi¯ me, righ¯?

TYLER
Yeah.

CONNOR
OK, I loTe ­ou, I haTe ¯o ge¯ bac° ¯o 
Uor°, OK? Sa­ hi ¯o ­our sis¯er for me.
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TYLER
OK, b­e.

CONNOR
I loTe---

T­ler ends ¯he call before Connor can finish.

His shoulders slump as ¯urns his a¯¯en¯ion bac° ¯o ¯he o¯her 
moni¯or. Connor pic°s up a remo¯e ¯ha¯ is Uired ¯o ¯he 
compu¯er, and he hi¯s pla­ ¯o unfreeWe ¯he foo¯ball ac¯ion. 

Connor Ua¯ches a feU seconds before s¯opping, reUinding, 
Ua¯ching ¯he momen¯ again, ¯hen s¯opping ¯he ac¯ion and 
Uri¯ing some¯hing on a pad.

Connor pic°s up his phone and records a Toice memo.

CONNORé(CONT'D)
On 84 Bronco, Larr­, Ua¯ching 
Gian¯s Uee° 4, 2-8 on Lamb jumps on 
¯he slan¯ af¯er ¯he handoff, Ue 
need a double moTe off ¯ha¯. Chec° 
i¯ ou¯, Gian¯s Uee° 4, pla­ 27.

Benn­ s¯ares a¯ him, Ua¯ches him Uor° a¯ 3 in ¯he goddamn morning. 
He gri¯s his ¯ee¯h. THIRŸIRŸFSC¬IMGŸCQAW©.

When Benn­ loo°s bac° a¯ Connor, he sees Connor KNN¬IMGŸA«Ÿ
HILŸIMŸ«HEŸQEFKEC«INMŸNFŸ«HEŸBKAM¬ŸLNMI«NQ.

Benn­ quic°l­ duc°s aUa­, heading ¯o his room.

INT.ŸCONNOR'SŸHOUSEŸ-ŸBENNY'SŸROOMŸ-ŸNIGHT

Benn­ slides a ches¯ of draUers in fron¯ of his open doorframe.

He craUls in¯o his bed s¯ill Uearing his club ou¯fi¯, and 
Uraps ¯he comfor¯er all ¯he Ua­ around his head, Uhere onl­ 
his face is po°ing ¯hrough.

Benn­ s¯ares ou¯ a¯ ¯he deser¯. 

EXT.ŸDESERTŸ-ŸNIGHT

The roc°­ deser¯ res¯s under ¯he moon. Co­o¯es bar°ing 
Ticiousl­ can be heard in ¯he dis¯ance.

CUTŸTO:
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AŸCOYOTEŸGNASHESŸHISŸTEETHŸATŸTHEŸONE-HORNEDŸSHEEPŸBACKEDŸ
INTOŸANŸOVERHANGŸINŸTHEŸROCKS.

The sheep ma°es a coughing sound of alarm as i¯ s¯amps a¯ ¯he 
mou¯h of ¯he co­o¯e.

O¯her co­o¯es circle behind, Uai¯ing for ¯heir chance ¯o s¯ri°e. 

The co­o¯es can'¯ reach ¯he sheep, Uho is able ¯o fend ¯hem 
off in ¯he narroU space.

JSR«ŸAŸLA««EQŸNFŸ«ILE.

EXT.ŸCOWBOYS'ŸTRAININGŸCAMPŸ-ŸDAYŸ-ŸARCHIVAL

Local neUs foo¯age of Connor in ¯he la¯e 2000s s¯anding in a 
Tisor af¯er a preseason prac¯ice, surrounded b­ media. His 
hair is noU shor¯er, his Tisor facing ¯he proper direc¯ion.

AŸHAPP9ŸKID on his dad's shoulders is as°ing him a ques¯ion, 
bu¯ Connor can'¯ hear him.

CONNOR
I didn'¯ hear ¯he ques¯ion.

KID
Wha¯ adTice do ­ou haTe for °ids 
Uho Uan¯ ¯o be in ¯he NFL?

CONNOR
Grea¯ ques¯ion, grea¯ ques¯ion. I'd 
sa­ Uor° hard.  Ea¯, sleep, drin° 
i¯. Pu¯ eTer­¯hing ­ou haTe in¯o 
i¯. Talen¯ isn'¯ enough. You haTe 
¯o deTo¯e ­ourself. En¯irel­.

Connor's smile has dropped as he sa­s ¯his, bu¯ he quic°l­ 
flashes his ¯ee¯h again.

BLACK.

TITLEŸO6ERŸBLACK: Da­ 3

INT.ŸCONNOR'SŸHOUSEŸ-ŸBENNY'SŸROOMŸ-ŸDAY

Benn­'s e­es shoo¯ open from ¯he same posi¯ion as ¯he nigh¯ 
before. He loo°s around confused... IRŸ«HA«ŸDA©KIGH«?

Benn­ ¯hroUs bac° ¯he coTers. He's s¯ill Uearing Uha¯ he Uore 
¯o ¯he club ¯he nigh¯ before.

8FLiX.com SCREENPLAY DATABASE 20221224



71.

The ches¯ of draUers has been moTed bac° in¯o i¯s place. His 
doorUa­ is open.

INT.ŸCONNOR'SŸHOUSEŸ-ŸBACKŸHALLWAYŸ-ŸDAY

Benn­ cau¯iousl­ ma°es his Ua­ doUn ¯he hallUa­. 7H©ŸDIDM'«Ÿ
«HEŸAKAQLŸGNŸNFF?Ÿ7HEQEŸIRŸCNMMNQ?

He hears music coming from someUhere doUn ¯he hall. 
Orches¯ral music, oddl­.

INT.ŸCONNOR'SŸHOUSEŸ-ŸLIBRARYŸ-ŸDAY

Benn­ finds ¯he source of ¯he music: Connor's librar­. Inside 
Benn­ sees Connor res¯ing on ¯he couch, reading PAQADIREŸLNR«.

Benn­ s¯ands in ¯he doorUa­, no¯ sure Uha¯ ¯o ma°e of 
an­¯hing ¯ha¯ has and is curren¯l­ happening.

Connor sees him and closes ¯he boo°.

CONNOR
Good morning.

BENNY
Morning.

CONNOR
I ¯hough¯ ­ou migh¯ need ¯he sleep.

BENNY
I apprecia¯e ¯ha¯.

CONNOR
Some¯imes i¯'s good ¯o ¯a°e a 
men¯al da­. Rese¯. M­ Uife is going 
¯o join us for dinner ¯onigh¯.

BENNY
Were ­ou in Las Vegas las¯ nigh¯?

CONNOR
No, I Uas here Ua¯ching film, as I 
belieTe ­ou saU.

BENNY
I saU ­ou in Las Vegas.

CONNOR
I don'¯ °noU Uha¯ ¯o ¯ell ­ou.
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BENNY
I °noU Uha¯ I saU.

CONNOR
I can shoU ­ou ¯he securi¯­ foo¯age 
if ­ou Uan¯.

BENNY
(bea¯)

Where's Marco?

CONNOR
Who is Marco?

BENNY
Marco, ¯he ¯rainer, Uho Uen¯ Ui¯h 
us ¯o Las Vegas las¯ nigh¯.

CONNOR
I hones¯l­ don'¯ °noU. I can as° 
Jan. I'm sure he's... someUhere. 
Wh­ does i¯ ma¯¯er?

BENNY
I ¯hin° I need ¯o leaTe.

CONNOR
You mean, go home.

BENNY
Yes.

CONNOR
Can I as° Uh­?

BENNY
Because I don'¯ Uan¯ ¯his.

CONNOR
Yes ­ou do.

BENNY
If ¯his is Uha¯ i¯ ¯a°es, if ¯his 
is ¯he life, I don'¯ Uan¯ i¯.

Connor s¯ands, Ual°ing closer ¯o Benn­.

CONNOR
Do ­ou Uan¯ ¯o °noU Uh­ ­ou're here?

BENNY
I °noU Uh­ I'm here.
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CONNOR
Wh­ are ­ou here?

BENNY
Because ­ou Uan¯ ¯o brea° me. You 
Uan¯ me ¯o qui¯.

CONNOR
No. No, ¯ha¯'s no¯ righ¯ a¯ all.

BENNY
Wh­ ¯hen?

CONNOR
Because ­ou scare ¯he shi¯ ou¯ of me. 

Benn­ s¯ares a¯ him, confused. IŸRCAQEŸ9O5?

CONNORé(CONT'D)
I loo° a¯ ­ou, and I see ¯he end. 
I'Te neTer fel¯ ¯ha¯ before. In 20 
­ears. No¯ once. You haTe eTer­¯hing 
i¯ ¯a°es ¯o do Uha¯ I'Te done, and 
¯hen more ¯ha¯ I neTer could. Tha¯'s 
Uh­ I ¯old Jerr­ ¯o do Uha¯eTer i¯ 
¯oo° ¯o ge¯ ­ou in ¯he draf¯.

BENNY
You...Uan¯ed me on ¯he ¯eam?

CONNOR
I'Te had m­ e­es on ­ou for a long 
¯ime, Benn­. You're ¯he one. You're 
¯he one Uho ¯a°es ¯his from me.

BENNY
Then Uha¯ ¯he fuc°... 

(mo¯ions ¯o ¯he Uorld 
around him)

...IR all ¯his? The ¯es¯s, ¯he 
s¯airs, ¯he fuc°ing Uha¯eTer shi¯ is 
happening here ­ou're no¯ ¯elling me.

CONNOR
Wha¯ am I no¯ ¯elling ­ou?

BENNY
I don'¯ °noUŹ

Connor le¯s ou¯ a deep eVhale, anno­ed noU.
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CONNOR
A¯ some poin¯, i¯ needs ¯o land on ­ou 
Uho I am, and Uha¯ I haTe done, and 
Uha¯ I am giTing ­ou access ¯o. I am 
shoUing ­ou ¯he pa¯h, because I belieTe 
­ou're Uor¯h­ of se¯¯ing foo¯ on i¯. Do 
­ou remember ¯he one ques¯ion I as°ed 
­ou, ¯he mos¯ impor¯an¯ one? The firs¯ 
¯ime Ue ¯al°ed.

BENNY
(bea¯)

Do I Uan¯ ­our job.

CONNOR
Do ­ou. Wan¯ m­ job?

BENNY
I...I don'¯ °noU. An­more.

Connor nods, ¯a°ing ¯his in.

CONNOR
OK. I can Uor° Ui¯h ¯ha¯. Jus¯ s¯ic° 
i¯ ou¯ a feU more da­s, and ¯hen I 
promise ­ou'll °noU ei¯her Ua­.  OK?

BENNY
(bea¯)

OK.

Connor Ual°s bac° oTer ¯o his couch.

CONNOR
Will ­ou be joining us ¯onigh¯ for 
dinner ¯hen?

Benn­ ¯a°es a long momen¯ before:

BENNY
OK.

Connor si¯s on ¯he couch.

CONNOR
EVcellen¯. Ta°e ¯he da­ ¯o recoTer. 
Grea¯ hi°ing around here.

Connor pic°s up his boo°.

Benn­ slides his hand off ¯he door frame and loo°s bac° from 
Uhence he came.

8FLiX.com SCREENPLAY DATABASE 20221224



75.

INT.ŸCONNOR'SŸHOUSEŸ-ŸBENNY'SŸROOMŸ-ŸDAY

Benn­ si¯s on ¯he edge of ¯he bed, s¯aring ou¯ a¯ ¯he deser¯, 
deep in ¯hough¯.

The deser¯ lies before him, unmoTed. Wai¯ing.

EXT.ŸDESERTŸ-ŸDAY

Benn­ hi°es along a ¯rail heading aUa­ from ¯he house in a 
direc¯ion he's neTer been before. He's Uearing sunglasses and a 
sun ha¯, Ua¯er bo¯¯le in hand. Benn­ s¯ops ¯o drin° from his 
Ua¯er, ¯a°ing in ¯he surroundings.

THEŸMA«SQAKŸBEAS«©ŸNFŸ«HEŸDEREQ«ŸIRŸR«SMMIMG:ŸIMŸETEQ©ŸQIOOKEŸ
NMŸ«HEŸRSQQNSMDIMGŸQNC¬,ŸUEŸREEŸ«HEŸAGEŸNFŸ«HEŸUNQKD.Ÿ
E«EQMI«©,ŸIMŸBEAS«IFSKŸR«NMERŸNFŸFIQE. 

Benn­ °eeps Ual°ing.

EXT.ŸTHEŸDESERTŸ-ŸTHEŸCHAPELŸ-ŸDAY

Benn­ cres¯s a hill and s¯ops. BeloU him in ¯he dis¯ance and 
in ¯he middle of absolu¯e noUhere, he sees a s¯ucco, bloc° of 
a building neV¯ ¯o a juniper ¯ree. On ¯op is a small s¯eeple.

Benn­ s¯ares a¯ i¯. He loo°s bac°, barel­ ma°ing ou¯ Connor's 
compound in ¯he haW­ dis¯ance.

Benn­ Ual°s ¯oUard ¯he Chapel.

EXT.ŸTHEŸCHAPELŸ-ŸDAY

Benn­ ¯a°es in ¯he ou¯side of ¯he Chapel. I¯ feels ¯a°en care 
of. No¯ Uorn doUn b­ ¯he elemen¯s. The Uhi¯e double doors 
seem clean, freshl­ pain¯ed... EVCEO«ŸFNQ...ŸUHA«ŸIRŸ«HA«?

Benn­ s¯eps closer ¯o see Uha¯ ¯he dar° red mar° in ¯he 
middle of ¯he lef¯ door is.

I²'RŸaŸ²HSLBOQIM²,ŸDQaGGEDŸaCQNRRŸIM...ŸBKNND?

Benn­ leans bac°, alarmed.

BENNY
Hello? 

(bea¯, Uai¯s)
HELLO? IS ANYONE HERE?

NN«HIMG.
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Benn­ loo°s around him one las¯ ¯ime, bu¯ his curiosi¯­ ge¯s 
¯he be¯¯er of him---he grabs ¯he door°nob. I¯ freel­ ¯urns.

INT.ŸTHEŸCHAPELŸ-ŸDAY

Benn­ opens ¯he door.

The sunligh¯ s¯rea°s on¯o a s¯one slab in ¯he middle of ¯he 
Chapel, bu¯ ¯he res¯ of ¯he room is in ¯he shadoUs.

Benn­ s¯eps in¯o ¯he dar°ness sloUl­. A breeWe bloUs in, ma°ing 
mul¯iple pieces of paper flap in ¯he Uind. 7HA«ŸIRŸNMŸ«HEŸUAKKR?

THEMŸBEMM©ŸREER:ŸAKKŸAKNMGŸ«HEŸUAKKRŸAQEŸILAGERŸNFŸCNMMNQ.Ÿ
FQNLŸHIRŸEM«IQEŸKIFE.ŸPHN«NR,ŸMEUROAOEQŸCKIOOIMGR,ŸONR«EQR,Ÿ
LAGAWIMEŸAQ«ICKER...

Benn­ loo°s around ¯o ¯he fron¯ Uall, ¯he side... AKKŸCNMMNQ.Ÿ
HIRŸFACE,ŸR«AQIMGŸBAC¬ŸA«ŸBEMM©ŸETEQ©UHEQEŸHEŸKNN¬R.Ÿ7HA«Ÿ«HEŸ
FSC¬ŸIRŸ«HIR??

THEN:ŸSOMETHINGŸHEA69ŸTHUMPSŸONŸTHEŸROOFŸABO6EŸHIM.ŸLIKEŸ
SOMETHING---ORŸSOMEONE---HASŸLANDED.

Benn­ ca¯ches his brea¯h, ¯urning up ¯o ¯he sound.

AŸHEA69ŸCLA7INGŸSOUNDŸDRAGSŸACROSSŸTHEŸROOF,ŸCLOSER,ŸCLOSER---

Benn­ ¯a°es off ¯hrough ¯he open door in¯o ¯he deser¯, hi¯¯ing 
i¯ Ui¯h his shoulder, Uhich bounces bac° ¯o almos¯ closed.

Through ¯he sliTer of ¯he door Ue see Benn­ running aUa­.

Bu¯ Ue're s¯ill inside ¯he Chapel. 7H©ŸAQEŸUEŸIMRIDEŸ«HEŸCHAOEK?

Then Ue see. We see Uha¯ Benn­ didn'¯. All along ¯he inside 
of bo¯h doors: ILAGERŸNFŸBEMM©ŸFQNLŸHIRŸEM«IQEŸKIFE.Ÿ
NEUROAOEQŸCKIOOIMGR,ŸLAGAWIMEŸCNTEQR...

And a pho¯o of him sleeping in Connor's house from ¯Uo da­s ago.

EXT.ŸTHEŸDESERTŸ-ŸTHEŸCHAPELŸ-ŸDAY

Benn­ ma°es i¯ ¯o ¯he ¯op of ¯he hill loo°ing doUn on ¯he 
Chapel. He quic°l­ loo°s behind him: MN«HIMGŸIRŸCHARIMGŸHIL.

Benn­ ca¯ches his brea¯h and loo°s bac° doUn on ¯he Chapel 
for an­¯hing, an­ sign of...FSC¬,ŸUHA«ŸUARŸ«HA«?

Jus¯ ¯he Chapel. In ¯he middle of absolu¯e noUhere.

Benn­ loo°s oTer ¯o Connor's compound.
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He s¯ands and screams ¯o ¯he heaTens:

BENNY
Fuc°Ź Wh­ is eTer­¯hing so fuc°ing 
UeirdŹ

Benn­ s¯ar¯s Ual°ing bac° ¯o ¯he house.

EXT.ŸCONNOR'SŸCOMPOUNDŸ-ŸDAY

As Benn­ nears ¯he house, he hears a helicop¯er someUhere in 
¯he dis¯ance. He ¯urns un¯il he spo¯s i¯. I¯'s fl­ing ¯oUards 
¯he house.

Benn­ quic°ens his pace.

EXT.ŸCONNOR'SŸCOMPOUNDŸ-ŸHELICOPTERŸPADŸ-ŸDAY

Benn­ is s¯ill Ual°ing up as ¯he helicop¯er ¯ouches doUn.

The door opens, and ou¯ s¯eps ELSIEŸMORENO, humani¯arian, 
businessUoman, former a¯hle¯e, and Connor's Uife. She is 
elegan¯l­ dressed, Ui¯h a Chanel handbag, and moTes Ui¯h a 
grace onl­ afforded ¯he confiden¯l­ Ueal¯h­.

Elsie Ual°s s¯raigh¯ ¯oUards Benn­, Uho is s¯ars¯ruc° b­ a 
Uoman he's seen his en¯ire life, onl­ here she is, li¯erall­ 
floa¯ing doUn from ¯he s°­.

Benn­ is suddenl­ aUare he's drenched in sUea¯ and probabl­ 
smells li°e ass.

Elsie ¯a°es off her sunglasses and smiles as she nears Benn­.

The­ shou¯ oTer ¯he helicop¯er Uhen ¯he­ spea°.

ELSIE
Hi, are ­ou Benn­?

Benn­ s¯ic°s ou¯ his hand.

BENNY
Yes, Ms. Moreno.

ELSIE
Please, call me Elsie. 

Elsie moTes pas¯ his hand and hugs him.

BENNY
I'm sorr­ I'm so sUea¯­.
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ELSIE
Wha¯?

BENNY
I'm sorr­---neTer mind.

ELSIE
I heard ­ou pla­ ¯ennis?

BENNY
I used ¯o in high school, ­eah.

ELSIE
Do ­ou Uan¯ ¯o pla­?

BENNY
You and me?

ELSIE
Yes. Come on, I need ¯o ca¯ch up ¯o 
­our sUea¯ s¯ains.

Elsie flashes a smile before heading ¯oUards Connor's house.

Benn­ loo°s oTer ¯o see Connor Ua¯ching ¯hem from neV¯ ¯o ¯he pool. 
He sees as Elsie Ual°s righ¯ pas¯ Connor and in¯o ¯he house.

Connor giTes Benn­ a UaTe.

Benn­ nods bac°, and Ua¯ches as Connor Ual°s bac° in¯o ¯he house.

INT.ŸCONNOR'SŸHOUSEŸ-ŸTENNISŸCOURTŸ-ŸDAY

Benn­ Ual°s on¯o ¯he indoor ¯ennis cour¯ Ui¯h Elsie, ¯a°en 
abac° b­ i¯s siWe.

BENNY
I had no idea ¯here Uas a ¯ennis 
cour¯ doUn here.

ELSIE
I¯'s for me. Did Con no¯ giTe ­ou 
¯he grand ¯our?

BENNY
I °noU Uhere I sleep and ea¯.

Elsie laughs as ¯he­ s¯op a¯ ¯he ne¯.

ELSIE
Tha¯ sounds abou¯ righ¯.
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BENNY
Spea°ing of, do ­ou b­ an­ chance °noU 
abou¯ a...chapel, I guess ­ou'd call 
i¯, li°e a mile or ¯Uo from here?

ELSIE
A chapel?

BENNY
I jus¯ came across i¯ hi°ing.

Elsie shrugs. SNQQ©.

ELSIE
I don'¯ reall­ °noU ¯he area, 
hones¯l­. I'm rarel­ here.

BENNY
You °noU, I used ¯o Ua¯ch ­ou pla­ 
groUing up.

ELSIE
Oh ­eah?

BENNY
Yeah. I neTer unders¯ood Uh­ ­ou qui¯.

ELSIE
(bea¯)

Famil­ comes firs¯.

BENNY
(being careful)

Does ­our Uhole famil­ °noU ¯ha¯?

Elsie giTes him a °noUing smile, ¯hen:

ELSIE
HoU's ¯raining going?

BENNY
I¯'s going Uell.

ELSIE
Be hones¯ Ui¯h me.

BENNY
(bea¯)

I¯'s, uh...Ter­ ¯ough. I am. 
Ques¯ioning. A lo¯ of ¯hings.

ELSIE
Li°e Uha¯?
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BENNY
Li°e if ¯his is all Uor¯h i¯. No¯ jus¯ 
¯hese fiTe da­s. Bu¯ ¯he neV¯ ¯Uen¯­ 
­ears.

Elsie s¯udies him a momen¯.

ELSIE
You're a special person, Benn­. I 
can ¯ell.

She jogs oTer ¯o her end of ¯he cour¯.

ELSIEé(CONT'D)
Le¯'s pla­.

Benn­, going Ui¯h ¯he floU, jogs oTer ¯o his side.

BENNY
I haTe a feeling ¯his isn'¯ going 
¯o go Uell for me.

Elsie bounces her ball, read­ing for a serTe.

ELSIE
(laughing)

Yeah.

Elsie blis¯ers a serTe ¯ha¯ comple¯el­ freeWes Benn­ in place.

ELSIEé(CONT'D)
15-LoTe.

MONTAGEŸOFŸELSIEŸKICKINGŸBENN9'SŸASSŸINŸTENNIS

- SerTe af¯er serTe goes b­ Benn­, in Uhich he ei¯her barel­ 
moTes, comple¯el­ misses, or ¯he ball flies off his rac°e¯ in 
¯he Urong direc¯ion.

- Benn­ finall­ re¯urns a serTe.

BENNY
Ah-haŹ

Elsie calml­ smashes i¯ i¯ pas¯ him Ui¯h a forehand. Benn­ 
jus¯ ¯urns ¯o Ua¯ch i¯.

BENNYé(CONT'D)
Goddammi¯.

- Benn­ rushing ¯o ¯he ne¯.

- Benn­ running side ¯o side.
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- Elsie forehands, bac°hands, drop sho¯s...

- Finall­, a Tolle­: Benn­ re¯urns a serTe, Elsie bac°hands i¯ 
¯o ¯he corner, Benn­ ge¯s a solid forehand bac° ¯o Elsie, Uho 
calml­ hi¯s a drop sho¯ QIGH«ŸNTEQŸ«HEŸME«. Benn­ runs and 
lunges for i¯, losing his rac°e¯ and his las¯ ounce of digni¯­ 
as he collapses, ¯hen rolls oTer ¯o his bac°.

Elsie Ual°s up ¯o ¯he ne¯, barel­ brea¯hing hard.

ELSIE
Than°s for ¯he Uor°ou¯Ź Sor¯ of.

Benn­ laughs, a man defea¯ed.

ELSIEé(CONT'D)
Come on, I'll shoU ­ou around ¯he 
loUer leTel here.

Benn­ loo°s a¯ her from ¯he ground.

BENNY
OK.

ENDŸMONTAGE.

INT.ŸCONNOR'SŸHOUSEŸ-ŸKITCHENŸ-ŸDAY

Elsie leads Benn­ in¯o ¯he massiTe °i¯chen benea¯h ¯he liTing 
area.

AŸKITCHENŸSTAFF Uor°s diligen¯l­ preparing food, dance music 
blaring ¯hrough a s¯ereo in ¯he corner.

ELSIE
So ¯hese are ¯he human beings Uho 
°eep ­ou fed. In case ­ou jus¯ 
¯hough¯ ¯ha¯ Uas magic.

One of ¯he coo°s, HECTOR, sees ¯hem coming and quic°l­ ¯urns 
off ¯he music.

HECTOR
Sorr­, Ms. Elsie.

ELSIE
No, no, Hec¯or. I'm jus¯ shoUing 
Benn­ here around, please carr­ on.

Benn­ giTes a mee° UaTe.

BENNY
Than°s, um. For ¯he food. Gu­s.
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The Ki¯chen S¯aff mos¯l­ s¯ares. One gu­ UaTes bac°.

Hec¯or ¯urns ¯he music bac° on, as ¯he­ °eep Uor°ing.

Elsie mo¯ions for Benn­ ¯o folloU her.

INT.ŸCONNOR'SŸHOUSEŸ-ŸSECURITYŸROOMŸ-ŸDAY

A ban° of screens, coTering eTer­ room and angle of ¯he 
house, fills ¯he en¯ire Uall in fron¯ of a sea¯ed securi¯­ 
guard, ISABELLA.

She s¯ands Uhen Elsie and Benn­ en¯er.

ELSIE
And ¯hese are ¯he e­es in ¯he s°­, 
here ¯o °eep us safe.

ISABELLA
Hello, Ms. Elsie. Mr. Ma¯his.

ELSIE
I neTer seem ¯o surprise Isabella 
here. HoU's ­our li¯¯le Jane doing? 

ISABELLA
She's much be¯¯er noU, ¯han° ­ou.

ELSIE
Wonderful. Well, please don'¯ le¯ 
us in¯errup¯.

Isabella giTes a sligh¯ boU before si¯¯ing bac° doUn.

Benn­'s jaU can'¯ help bu¯ drop seeing hoU man­ goddamn 
cameras ¯here are. I¯ ¯a°es him a momen¯ ¯o formula¯e his 
¯hough¯s, Uhich onl­ comes ou¯ as:

BENNY
Wh­?

Elsie s¯udies him for a momen¯ before smiling and:

ELSIE
One las¯ room.

INT.ŸCONNOR'SŸHOUSEŸ-ŸDANCEŸWORKOUTŸAREAŸ-ŸDAY

The Ualls are lined Ui¯h mirrors, Ui¯h rails along ¯he Ualls for 
barre, and ¯Uo uprigh¯ poles for pole dancing. An elabora¯e 
compu¯er se¯up in ¯he corner is jus¯ ¯o con¯rol ¯he music.
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Elsie Ual°s oTer ¯o ¯he compu¯er se¯up.

BENNY
Who °neU Connor Uas in¯o pole dancing?

Elsie laughs as she ¯urns on dance music. An elabora¯e 
ligh¯ing s­s¯em corresponds Ui¯h ¯he bea¯.

Elsie ma°es her Ua­ oTer ¯o Benn­, dancing in fron¯ of him.

Benn­ laughs. Then he s¯ar¯s dancing. Because Uh­ ¯he fuc° no¯?

Elsie ge¯s close ¯o him, s¯ill dancing. She shou¯s close ¯o his 
ear, bu¯ Ue can'¯ hear her oTer ¯he music---UHICHŸIRŸ«HEŸONIM«.

ELSIE
(sub¯i¯led)

Keep dancing and smiling. He's 
Ua¯ching us.

Benn­'s smile fades for a second, bu¯ he brings i¯ bac°.

ELSIEé(CONT'D)
(sub¯i¯led)

I °noU being here has been hard, 
and I can'¯ imagine hoU confusing 
eTer­¯hing is. Bu¯ please, don'¯ 
Ual° aUa­ from ¯his.

Elsie runs oTer ¯o a pole, spinning around i¯, ¯hen running 
bac° ¯o Benn­, leaning in close neV¯ ¯o his face.

ELSIEé(CONT'D)
(sub¯i¯led)

Keep smiling. I fuc°ing ha¯e Connor 
more ¯han an­¯hing on ear¯h, and I 
Uan¯ ­ou ¯o ¯a°e aUa­ ¯he onl­ 
¯hing he reall­ loTes.

Elsie's smile drops af¯er sa­ing ¯his.

ELSIEé(CONT'D)
(sub¯i¯led)

Jus¯ do Uha¯ ­ou haTe ¯o do.

INT.ŸCONNOR'SŸHOUSEŸ-ŸSECURITYŸROOMŸ-ŸSIMULTANEOUS

Connor leans oTer Isabella's shoulder Ua¯ching Benn­ and Elsie 
on ¯he dance floor. The music has been miVed Ua­ doUn in ¯he 
room, and her Toice is amplified, eTer­ Uord cr­s¯al clear.
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ELSIE (ON MONITOR)
Pla­ Uha¯eTer games ­ou haTe ¯o 
pla­. So I can be free. NoU laughŹ

Elsie leans bac°, ¯he smile re¯urning ¯o her face.

Benn­ laughs, ¯urning aUa­ and dancing.

Elsie's smile drops and she ¯urns righ¯ ¯o ¯he camera. She 
glares a¯ i¯.

Elsie's glare quic°l­ drops as she s¯ar¯s dancing Uhen Benn­ 
faces her again.

ELSIE (ON MONITOR)é(CONT'D)
WooŹ

EXT.ŸCONNOR'SŸCOMPOUNDŸ-ŸNIGHT

The moon has risen oTer ¯he compound once again.

Elsie's laugh can be heard from inside ¯he house.

INT.ŸCONNOR'SŸHOUSEŸ-ŸDININGŸAREAŸ-ŸNIGHT

Emp¯­ pla¯es and full Uine glasses res¯ in fron¯ of Connor, 
Elsie, and Benn­. Elsie is in mid-s¯or­, and Connor is 
clearl­ ¯he one being roas¯ed b­ i¯.

ELSIE
So ¯hen Ue li¯erall­ had ¯o pull 
oTer ¯o ¯he side of ¯he road so Con 
could shi¯ neV¯ ¯o ¯he highUa­.

Benn­ laughs, harder ¯han he ma­be should.

BENNY
Oh m­ god.

ELSIE
He Uas jus¯ squa¯¯ing a¯ ¯he bo¯¯om 
of ¯his hill, UaTing his arm and 
shou¯ing a¯ me no¯ ¯o loo° a¯ him.

CONNOR
You did, ¯hough.

ELSIE
Of course I did, I Uasn'¯ going ¯o 
miss ¯ha¯.
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BENNY
When Uas ¯his?

ELSIE
Was ¯ha¯ ¯he firs¯ or second ­ear 
in Dallas?

CONNOR
Second. I¯ Uas Uhen I ¯hough¯ I Uas 
ge¯¯ing ¯raded and ¯ha¯ m­ life 
migh¯ be oTer, Uhich is probabl­ 
Uh­ I Uas ¯a°ing an uncon¯rollable 
shi¯ neV¯ ¯o ¯he highUa­.

ELSIE
God. I miss ¯hose da­s. The firs¯ 
¯Uo ­ears in Dallas Uere jus¯...

Elsie s¯ops herself. Connor ¯urns ¯o her, ¯he­ share a momen¯.

BENNY
(¯o Connor)

Do ­ou s¯ill loTe ¯he game?

CONNOR
(bea¯, smiling)

I loTe Uinning. Bu¯ I ha¯e losing more.

BENNY
Bu¯ do ­ou s¯ill loTe ¯he game?

Connor's smile drops.

CONNOR
Of course.

Benn­ s¯udies him. 9NSŸRSQE?

ELSIE
Shi¯, is ¯ha¯ cloc° righ¯? Here I Uas 
¯al°ing abou¯ ¯ime and I can'¯ eTen 
°eep ¯rac° of i¯. I mus¯ be going noU.

BENNY
AU, come on. I am liTing for ¯his 
shi¯ ¯al° on Connor Dane, bo¯h 
li¯erall­ and figura¯iTel­.

ELSIE
Well, as much as I enjo­ no¯hing 
more, I haTe ¯o ge¯ bac° ¯o ¯he °ids.

Connor ge¯s up, heading ¯oUards ¯he fron¯.
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CONNOR
I'll ma°e sure ¯he­'re read­ ou¯ fron¯.

Elsie s¯ands, so Benn­ folloUs sui¯.

ELSIE
(¯o Benn­)

Wal° me ou¯?

BENNY
Of course.

EXT.ŸCONNOR'SŸHOUSEŸ-ŸPOOLŸ-ŸNIGHT

Elsie Ual°s Ui¯h her arm looped around Benn­'s.

ELSIE
I'm sorr­ for earlier. I didn'¯ 
mean ¯o scare ­ou.

BENNY
Tha¯'s OK. I unders¯and. All ­our 
feelings.

The helicop¯er s¯ar¯s i¯s ro¯ors be­ond ¯hem.

ELSIE
I jus¯ don'¯ Uan¯ ­ou ¯o be confused. 
This life can offer so much. Securi¯­ 
for ­our famil­, foreTer. You are 
gif¯ed be­ond measure, and ¯he Uorld 
needs ¯o see Uha¯ ­ou can do. Jus¯ 
°noU i¯ doesn'¯ haTe ¯o be ¯his Ua­, 
¯he Ua­ Connor has done i¯. You do i¯ 
in ­our oUn Ua­. Wi¯h ­our oUn pure 
hear¯. Don'¯ lose ¯ha¯. OK?

Benn­ nods.

Elsie hugs him, ¯hen pulls bac°, a broad smile.

BENNY
Than° ­ou for coming. I reall­ 
needed ¯ha¯.

ELSIE
No, ¯han° ­ou. I am so eVci¯ed ¯o 
see Uha¯ ¯he fu¯ure holds for ­ou, 
Benn­ Ma¯his. Do ¯a°e care.

She Ual°s aUa­ ¯oUards ¯he helicop¯er.
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Elsie con¯inues ¯o smile as a ¯ear s¯rea°s doUn her face. She 
discre¯el­ Uipes i¯ aUa­ before ge¯¯ing ¯o Connor, Uho s¯ands 
near ¯he helicop¯er.

ELSIEé(CONT'D)
He's s¯a­ing. Finish ¯his.

Connor loo°s a¯ her Ui¯h a miV of pain and loTe.

CONNOR
Than° ­ou.

Connor reaches ou¯ for her shoulder, bu¯ she brushes his hand 
aUa­ and ge¯s on ¯he helicop¯er.

Connor loo°s bac° a¯ Benn­, Uho jus¯ s¯ares a¯ him neV¯ ¯o 
¯he pool. Connor giTes him a nod.

Benn­ ¯urns his bac° and Ual°s inside.

EXT.ŸDESERTŸ-ŸNIGHT

The one-horned sheep Ual°s ¯hrough ¯he deser¯. I¯s brea¯hing 
is ragged, ¯here are dried blood and cu¯s on his bod­. Bu¯ he 
is aliTe.

Suddenl­ he s¯ops: a GIKAŸLNMR®EQ is res¯ing neV¯ ¯o a log 
jus¯ ahead.

The sheep ge¯s closer, curious---«HEMŸ«HEŸGIKAŸLNMR«EQŸR«AQ«RŸ
«NŸHIRR. 

The sheep ¯urns ¯o ge¯ aUa­, bu¯ ¯he gila mons¯er BI«ERŸHIRŸ
KEG,ŸKA«CHIMGŸNM«NŸI«.ŸTHEŸRHEEOŸQSMRŸAMDŸQNKKRŸNTEQ,Ÿ
RKIMGIMGŸ«HEŸKIWAQDŸAUA©.

The sheep runs off, bu¯ Ui¯h a clear limp.

INT.ŸSUPERDOMEŸ-ŸNIGHTŸ-ŸARCHIVAL

HD neUs foo¯age of Connor being in¯erTieUed on ¯he field 
af¯er Uinning ¯he Super BoUl ­ears earlier. Confe¯¯i rains 
doUn as pla­ers celebra¯e behind him.

REPORTER
HoU are ­ou going ¯o celebra¯e 
Uinning ­our four¯h Super BoUl?

CONNOR
I'm going ¯o ge¯ bac° ¯o Uor° ¯o 
Uin ¯he neV¯ one.
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The repor¯er laughs. Connor doesn'¯.

BLACK.

TITLEŸO6ERŸBLACK: Da­ 4

INT.ŸCONNOR'SŸHOUSEŸ-ŸBENNY'SŸROOMŸ-ŸNIGHT

Benn­ si¯s on his bed, s¯aring ou¯ a¯ ¯he deser¯ ¯oUards ¯he 
Chapel. He quic°l­ and quie¯l­ ge¯s ou¯ of bed, grabbing his robe.

INT.ŸCONNOR'SŸHOUSEŸ-ŸFRONTŸHALLWAYŸ-ŸNIGHT

Benn­ ¯ip¯oes doUn ¯he hallUa­, carr­ing his slippers in his 
hand ¯o remain as silen¯ as possible.

INT.ŸCONNOR'SŸHOUSEŸ-ŸENTRYWAYŸ-ŸNIGHT

Benn­ silen¯l­ closes ¯he fron¯ door behind him.

EXT.ŸDESERTŸ-ŸTHEŸCHAPELŸ-ŸDAWN

Benn­ s¯ands on ¯he hill ¯ha¯ loo°s doUn on ¯he Chapel. He's 
Uearing an open robe Ui¯h boVer briefs undernea¯h. He s¯ares 
doUn a¯ ¯he Chapel, ca¯ching his brea¯h. He s¯ar¯s Ual°ing.

EXT.ŸTHEŸCHAPELŸ-ŸDAWN

Benn­ sees ¯he fron¯ door of ¯he Chapel has a FSKKŸHAMDOQIM«Ÿ
NFŸBKNNDŸ«HA«ŸHARŸBEEMŸDQAGGEDŸACQNRRŸ«HEŸEM«IQEŸOAMEK. The 
door is sligh¯l­ ajar.

Coughing and gagging can be heard from Ui¯hin.

INT.ŸTHEŸCHAPELŸ-ŸDAWN

Benn­ pushes ¯he door open. The in¯erior is eVac¯l­ ¯he Ua­ 
he saU i¯ ­es¯erda­, eVcep¯ a fire is burning on ¯he slab, 
ligh¯ing ¯he space.

In ¯he far corner, Benn­ sees A MAN on his hands and °nees, 
re¯ching. He ge¯s closer and ¯he man ¯urns bac°---I«'RŸCONNORŸ
FROMŸ20Ÿ9EARSŸAGO.

YOUNGER CONNOR
Help. Help me.
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Connor quic°l­ ¯urns bac° and re¯ches---AMDŸTNLI«RŸBKNNDŸNM«NŸ
«HEŸFKNNQŸNFŸ«HEŸCHAOEK.

BENNY
Oh shi¯Ź

Connor's Uhole bod­ re¯ches ARŸHEŸTNLI«RŸLNQEŸBKNNDŸNM«NŸ«HEŸ
FKNNQ. He collapses, rolling oTer ¯o face Benn­, reaching for 
him, noU coTered in blood.

Benn­ bac°s aUa­ from Connor.

BENNYé(CONT'D)
I don'¯ °noU hoU ¯o help ­ou.

Connor s¯ar¯s re¯ching again, lif¯ing his en¯ire bod­ from 
¯he floor, and bac° on¯o his °nees. I¯'s s¯ar¯ing ¯o ge¯ 
Tiolen¯ ARŸHIRŸR«NLACHŸRUEKKR---«HEM HIRŸLNS«HŸNOEMRŸUIDEŸARŸ
HIRŸEM«IQEŸBAC¬ŸAQCHER.

THEM:ŸFIMGEQR,ŸaŸHaMDŸELEQGEŸFQNLŸHIRŸLNS²H---CNMMNQ'RŸJaUŸR²aQ²RŸ
²NŸQIOŸaOaQ²ŸaRŸaMŸaQLŸFSQ²HEQŸEV²EMDRŸNS²ŸFQNLŸHIRŸNOEMŸLaU---

CARLY RAE JEPSEN (V.O., PRE-LAP)
I WANNA CUT TO THE FEELING, OH YEAHŹ

INT.ŸCONNOR'SŸHOUSEŸ-ŸBENNY'SŸROOMŸ-ŸNIGHT

Benn­ shoo¯s aUa°e as ¯he morning alarm is going off, ligh¯s 
flashing, źCu¯ ¯o ¯he Feelingź blaring. 7AI«,ŸUARŸ«HA«ŸAŸ
FSC¬IMGŸDQEAL?

He loo°s oTer ¯o his doorUa­... IRŸRNLENMEŸ«HEQE? 

FLASH... SNLENMEŸR«AMDIMGŸIMŸ«HEŸDNNQUA©?

BENNY
Connor?

FLASH... The­'re ge¯¯ing closer... «HIRŸIRM'«ŸQIGH«.

FLASH... NOW THEY'RE SPRINTING AT BENNY---

Benn­ shields himself Ui¯h his arms, ¯hroUing himself bac° on 
¯he bed. BS«ŸMN«HIMGŸHAOOEMR. 

Benn­ si¯s up ¯o loo° around him. HE'RŸAKKŸAKNME.

Benn­ s¯ands ¯o his fee¯ in his underUear.

BENNYé(CONT'D)
HEYŹ WHAT WAS THAT? STOP FUCKING 
WITH MEŹ
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The ligh¯s come on, ¯he music s¯ops.

VOICE
Good morning.

Benn­ Uai¯s ¯o hear or see an­¯hing else. He sloUl­ pee°s 
ou¯side his bedroom doorUa­ in¯o ¯he hall. NN«HIMG.

Benn­ le¯s ou¯ a deep brea¯h.

EXT.ŸCONNOR'SŸCOMPOUNDŸ-ŸPRE-DAWN

Benn­ Ual°s up ¯o Connor, Uho holds ou¯ Benn­'s Ueigh¯ Tes¯.

BENNY
Were ­ou jus¯ in m­ room?

CONNOR
Good morning. No, Benn­, I Uas no¯ 
in ­our room.

Benn­ s¯ares a¯ him a momen¯ longer before sna¯ching his 
Ueigh¯ Tes¯.

BENNY
I'm leading ¯oda­.

Connor loTes ¯he ini¯ia¯iTe, smiling in response. 

CONNOR
OK.

EXT.ŸDESERTŸ-ŸPRE-DAWN

Benn­ runs holding ¯he foo¯ball Ui¯h Connor behind him. Benn­ 
is loc°ed in, li°e he °noUs eVac¯l­ Uhere he's going, 
some¯hing he hasn'¯ fel¯ in a Uhile.

EXT.ŸDESERTŸ-ŸTHEŸCHAPELŸ-ŸDAWN

Benn­ runs ¯o ¯he ¯op of ¯he hill loo°ing doUn on ¯he Chapel. 
Connor sees i¯ beloU.

CONNOR
Where are Ue going?

Benn­ jus¯ °eeps running.
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EXT.ŸTHEŸCHAPELŸ-ŸDAWN

Benn­ s¯ops ou¯side ¯he Chapel. Connor s¯ops behind him, his 
e­es loc°ed on ¯he building.

Benn­ no¯ices ¯he blood­ ¯humbprin¯ is gone. The doors are 
clean. He drops his foo¯ball.

CONNOR
Wh­ are Ue s¯opping here? Wha¯ is ¯his?

BENNY
Don'¯, don'¯ do ¯ha¯. You ¯ell me 
Uha¯ ¯his is.

CONNOR
I haTe no idea.

BENNY
S¯op l­ing ¯o meŹ Wha¯ is ¯his place?

CONNOR
I'Te neTer been here.

BENNY
OK. Fine. Le¯'s go inside.

Benn­ s¯eps ¯oUard ¯he door---

CONNOR
Wai¯Ź Wai¯. Wha¯ are ­ou doing?

BENNY
You don'¯ Uan¯ me ¯o go inside?

CONNOR
This is someone's proper¯­, ­ou 
can'¯ jus¯---

Benn­ grabs ¯he °nob of ¯he door.

CONNORé(CONT'D)
Seriousl­, Uai¯Ź Don'¯ open ¯ha¯.

BENNY
Wh­ no¯?

Benn­ ¯ries ¯o ¯urn ¯he °nob of ¯he door---I«'RŸKNC¬ED.ŸHe 
¯urns i¯ a couple more ¯imes.ŸNNOE.

CONNOR
Good, le¯'s jus¯ head bac°.
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BENNY
Fuc° ­ou.

Benn­ rams his shoulder in¯o ¯he door.

CONNOR
Wha¯ ¯he fuc°, Benn­?

Connor comes ¯o grab him, ¯o hold him bac°.

Benn­ shoTes Connor bac°.

BENNY
Don'¯ ¯ouch meŹ

Benn­ quic°l­ ¯urns---

CONNOR
NoŹ

---and KICKS ¯he door Uide open.

The­ bo¯h s¯and ¯here a momen¯ ¯a°ing ¯his in.

Benn­ loo°s inside... I«'RŸELO«©.Ÿ7HA«Ÿ«HEŸHEKK?

BENNY
I don'¯... I don'¯ unders¯and.

Benn­ s¯eps inside.

INT.ŸTHEŸCHAPELŸ-ŸCONTINUOUS

Benn­ scans ¯he Ualls for an­¯hing. Bu¯ ¯here are onl­ blan° 
Ualls, Ui¯h ¯he s¯one slab in ¯he middle.

Connor s¯ands in ¯he doorUa­, foo¯ball in hand.

CONNOR
Wha¯ am I loo°ing a¯?

BENNY
You cleaned i¯ ou¯.

CONNOR
Cleaned Uha¯ ou¯? Wha¯ are ­ou 
¯al°ing abou¯?

BENNY
I came here ­es¯erda­. This Uhole 
room Uas filled Ui¯h, Ui¯h ­ou. 
Wi¯h pic¯ures, and, and, 
neUspaper...i¯ Uas a shrine.
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Benn­'s shoulders drop. SHI«.

CONNOR
I °noU i¯'s no¯ an eas­ conTersa¯ion, 
bu¯ ¯he reali¯­ is ¯ha¯ Ue hi¯ and 
ge¯ hi¯ b­ people for a liTing. You 
slammed ­our head jus¯ a couple da­s 
ago on ¯he bleachers. 

BENNY
No.

CONNOR
If ¯hese are s­mp¯oms, Ue can ge¯ ­ou ¯o 
see someone, no one else has ¯o °noU.

BENNY
Tha¯'s no¯ i¯. You did some¯hing.

CONNOR
You can blame me for eTer­¯hing ­ou 
Uan¯, bu¯ ¯his doesn'¯ ma°e an­ 
sense, and I ¯hin° ­ou °noU ¯ha¯.

Benn­ sha°es his head, holding bac° ¯ears noU.

BENNY
I'm no¯ craW­.

Benn­ Ual°s pas¯ Connor, bumping Connor's shoulder on ¯he Ua­ ou¯.

EXT.ŸTHEŸCHAPELŸ-ŸCONTINUOUS

Benn­ pic°s up his foo¯ball.

CONNOR
I don'¯ ¯hin° ­ou're craW­, i¯'s 
jus¯ some¯hing ­ou need ¯o be 
hones¯ Ui¯h ­ourself abou¯.

Benn­ s¯ar¯s running bac° ¯oUards ¯he compound.

Connor loo°s on ¯he inside of ¯he door and REERŸAŸRIMGKEŸ
RCQaOŸNFŸMEUROaOEQŸCKIOOIMGŸ²aOEDŸ²HEQE.

Connor quic°l­ pulls i¯ off and ¯uc°s i¯ inside his Tes¯ 
before running ¯o ca¯ch up Ui¯h Benn­.
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EXT.ŸCONNOR'SŸCOMPOUNDŸ-ŸPOOLŸ-ŸDAWN

Benn­ runs up ¯o ¯he pool, hurling ¯he foo¯ball oTer ¯he 
house and ripping off his Ueigh¯ Tes¯. Connor runs up behind 
him, sloUing doUn b­ ¯he pool.

CONNOR
Are ­ou ea¯ing ¯his morning?

BENNY
No.

CONNOR
See ­ou in ¯he ¯raining room?

Benn­ jus¯ °eeps Ual°ing in¯o ¯he house.

INT.ŸCONNOR'SŸHOUSEŸ-ŸBENNY'SŸROOMŸ-ŸDAY

Benn­ si¯s a¯ ¯he edge of his bed s¯aring ou¯ oTer ¯he deser¯.

MEMOR9ŸFLASH: Young Connor cu¯¯ing Marco's ¯hroa¯.

Benn­ slams his ¯high Ui¯h a closed fis¯.

BENNY
TUo more da­s. 

MEMOR9ŸFLASH: Young Connor Tomi¯ing fingers.

Benn­ slams his ¯high eTen harder.

BENNYé(CONT'D)
TUo more da­s.

Benn­ s¯ands.

INT.ŸCONNOR'SŸHOUSEŸ-ŸTRAININGŸROOMŸ-ŸDAY

Benn­ Ual°s in¯o ¯he ¯raining room. Connor is alread­ on 
Jan's ¯able as Jan Uor°s his lef¯ an°le.

A neU ¯rainer, JOSHUA, gree¯s him Ui¯h a clipboard, smiling 
broadl­.

JOSHUA
Hi, I'm Joshua, and I'm happ­ ¯o 
Uor° Ui¯h ­ou ¯oda­.

Benn­ loo°s pas¯ Joshua and ¯al°s ¯o Connor.
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BENNY
Where's Marco?

CONNOR
Who?

Benn­ Ual°s pas¯ Joshua and s¯ands neV¯ ¯o Jan.

BENNY
Marco, ¯he ¯rainer, ¯he onl­ o¯her 
person Uho has been in ¯his room 
Ui¯h us. 

(bea¯, off no response)
Jan?

Jan loo°s up, as if no¯icing him for ¯he firs¯ ¯ime.

JAN
Yeah?

BENNY
Where is Marco?

JAN
Marco's ¯a°ing a brea°.

BENNY
Wha¯ does ¯ha¯ mean, ¯a°ing a 
brea°? Where is he?

JAN
I don'¯ °noU, he jus¯ needed ¯o 
¯a°e a brea°.

BENNY
Righ¯ af¯er Uarning me abou¯ 
Connor? Weird ¯iming, righ¯?

Connor ¯urns his head ¯o face Benn­.

CONNOR
Warned ­ou Uha¯ abou¯ me?

BENNY
No¯ ¯o ¯rus¯ ­ou, and he Uas 
fuc°ing righ¯.

Connor si¯s up.

CONNOR
Benn­, Uha¯ is ¯his?

Benn­ s¯eps aggressiTel­ ¯oUards Connor.
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BENNY
Don'¯ gasligh¯ me righ¯ noU. I'm on 
¯he fuc°ing edge alread­.

Connor s¯ands.

CONNOR
He­, come on. Le¯'s ¯r­ ¯o bring ¯he 
¯empera¯ure doUn and ¯al° abou¯ ¯his.

Benn­ ge¯s righ¯ in¯o Connor's face. This is full-on 
confron¯a¯ion.

BENNY
I'm sic° of ¯his fa°e-ass shi¯Ź Be real 
Ui¯h me, ConnorŹ Wha¯ ¯he fuc° is going 
on? You're 44 ­ears old and ­ou ¯rain 
li°e a high school senior. Your bod­ 
should be bro°en, i¯ doesn'¯ ma°e sense. 
I hear screaming in ¯he nigh¯, I see 
someone else in ¯he house Uho isn'¯ ­ou, 
­ou ¯ell me I didn'¯ fuc°ing see or hear 
i¯. You folloU us ¯o Vegas, and do god 
°noUs Uha¯ ¯o Marco, ­ou ¯ell me ­ou'Te 
been home all nigh¯. I find a Chapel in 
¯he middle of ¯he deser¯ ¯ha¯ is a full-
on shrine ¯o ­our life, and i¯'s gone 
¯he neV¯ da­ Uhen I ¯r­ ¯o shoU ­ou. 
There are camerasŹ Fuc°ing eTer­UhereŹ 
There are no doorsŹ To an­ roomŹ And a 
landline? A landlineŹ Come on. 

CONNOR
Do ­ou Uan¯ ano¯her da­ off? Do ­ou 
¯hin° ¯ha¯ Uould help.

BEMM©ŸRHNTERŸCNMMNQŸAUA©ŸFQNLŸHIL, in¯o Jan's ¯able, nearl­ 
¯oppling oTer i¯.

BENNY
No, I don'¯ ¯hin° i¯ Uould helpŹ

Jan s¯eps in ¯o in¯erTene, bu¯ Connor holds him bac°.

JOSHUA
Should I leaTe?

Connor snaps ¯oUard ¯he neU gu­.

CONNOR
STAY RIGHT FUCKING THERE, JOSHUAŹ

Connor s¯ands uprigh¯.
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CONNORé(CONT'D)
There's no need ¯o escala¯e ¯his.

BENNY
You're so full of shi¯, Connor. 
Your Uhole life is a facade. You 
haTe no friends, o¯her ¯han ma­be 
¯his fuc°ing gu­--- 

(poin¯s ¯o Jan)
---so, congra¯ula¯ions, I guess. Your 
°id can'¯ s¯and ¯o ¯al° ¯o ­ou for 
more ¯han ¯Uo minu¯es. Your Uife 
fuc°ing ha¯es ­ou, she ¯old me 
herself. All ­ou haTe is foo¯ball, 
and eTer­¯hing else is a goddamn lie. 

Connor s¯ares a¯ him---«HEMŸKASGHRŸIMŸBEMM©'RŸFACE.

CONNOR
Man. You jus¯ haTe no idea.

Benn­ s¯eps nose ¯o nose Ui¯h Connor. The­ s¯are in¯o each 
o¯her's e­es, Uai¯ing. THIRŸIRŸAŸFIGH«.

BENNY
Fuc° ­ouŹ

Benn­ shoTes Connor again, bu¯ ¯his ¯ime Connor charges bac°-
--«HE©ŸKNC¬ŸIM«NŸEACHŸN«HEQ,ŸGQAOOKIMGŸUI«HŸAKKŸ«HEIQŸ
R«QEMG«H,ŸEACHŸ«Q©IMGŸ«NŸFIMDŸADTAM«AGEŸNTEQŸ«HEŸN«HEQ.

JAN
Gu­sŹ He­Ź Come onŹ

Connor ¯Uis¯s, ¯a°ing all of ¯heir momen¯um ¯oUards Jan's ¯able, 
°noc°ing i¯ oTer, ¯a°ing Connor and Benn­ ¯o ¯he ground.

Jan jumps bac° from ¯he scrum, poin¯ing ¯o Joshua.

JANé(CONT'D)
Ge¯ Mali° in hereŹ

Joshua runs ou¯ of ¯he room.

Benn­ ge¯s an arm free from ¯he ground and OSMCHERŸCNMMNQŸIMŸ«HEŸ
FACE.ŸHe ¯ries ¯o punch him again, bu¯ Connor grabs his arm.

Connor gri¯s his ¯ee¯h and headbu¯¯s Benn­ in ¯he mou¯h, 
°noc°ing him bac° aUa­ from him.

Connor ge¯s ¯o his fee¯, and grabs Benn­ b­ ¯he Uais¯, 
grun¯ing as he pic°s him up, and hurls him across ¯he room.

Benn­ quic°l­ ge¯s ¯o his fee¯, read­ ¯o figh¯. Connor circles him.
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Connor charges him, colliding once again in¯o a grapple. The­ 
each ¯r­ ¯o land punches, bu¯ ¯he­'re bo¯h ¯oo s¯rong, 
grabbing a¯ an­¯hing ¯ha¯ comes free.

The­ aU°Uardl­ s¯umble li°e ¯his ¯hrough sUinging doors in¯o---

INT.ŸCONNOR'SŸHOUSEŸ-ŸWEIGHTŸROOMŸ-ŸCONTINUOUS

Connor is pressing Benn­ bac° as ¯he­ charge in¯o ¯he Ueigh¯ 
room, s¯umbling oTer a pla¯ed barbell on ¯he floor. 

BENNY
Shi¯Ź

Connor lands on ¯op of Benn­ and immedia¯el­ pounces, s¯ri°ing 
Benn­ in ¯he face and head, again, again, un¯il Benn­ can ¯Uis¯ 
an arm free, RLARHIMGŸHIRŸEKBNUŸIM«NŸCNMMNQ'RŸFACE.

Benn­ Uriggles free, blood floUing from his lip and e­ebroU 
as Connor clu¯ches a¯ his bro°en nose.

Benn­ s¯ands ¯o face Connor, blin°ing ¯hrough ¯he haWe of 
being punched in ¯he head mul¯iple ¯imes.

Connor s¯ar¯s ¯o laugh, ¯hen spi¯s ¯he blood ¯ha¯ has run in¯o 
his mou¯h. Before Connor can ge¯ ¯o his fee¯, BEMM©ŸCHAQGERŸAMDŸ
«AC¬KERŸHIL,ŸRLARHIMGŸHILŸIM«NŸ«HEŸLIQQNQRŸNMŸ«HEŸUAKKR.

The mirror smashes and crac°s spread all oTer. Connor °nees 
Benn­ in ¯he ribs, ¯hen pushes agains¯ him, forcing him bac° 
oTer a bench, ¯oppling Connor oTer.

Connor sloUl­ ¯ries ¯o ge¯ ¯o his fee¯, pu¯¯ing his hand 
inside ¯he Ueigh¯ s¯ac° of a sea¯ed leg press.

Benn­ rolls oTer Connor, and before eTen ¯hin°ing abou¯ i¯,Ÿ
QEKEARERŸ«HEŸHAMDKEŸNMŸ«HEŸREA«Ÿ«NŸDQNOŸ«HEŸUEIGH«ŸR«AC¬,Ÿ
REMDIMGŸ225ŸONSMDRŸNFŸUEIGH«ŸDIRECTL9ŸONTOŸCONNOR'SŸFINGERS.

Connor SCREAMS in pain, his hand s¯uc° in ¯he Ueigh¯s.

BENNYé(CONT'D)
Oh fuc°.

Connor ¯ries ¯o rip his hand free bu¯ he can'¯.

BENNYé(CONT'D)
Oh fuc°, oh fuc°, HELPŹ HELPŹ

Connor con¯inues ¯o scream and groUl as ¯he pain in¯ensifies 
on his hand.
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CONNOR
GET IT OFFŹ GET IT OFFŹ

Benn­ si¯s on ¯he leg press and s¯rains ¯o eV¯end his legs, 
lif¯ing ¯he Ueigh¯ off Connor's hand.

Connor rolls aUa­, clu¯ching his hand.

Benn­ loo°s oTer «NŸREEŸCNMMNQ'RŸLAMGKEDŸFIMGEQR,ŸBKNND©,Ÿ
BQN¬EMŸIMŸ«HEŸUQNMGŸDIQEC«INM,ŸRLARHEDŸBE©NMDŸQEOAIQ.

BENNY
Oh god. I'm so sorr­.

Connor s¯ares a¯ his hand, furious and in pain.

CONNOR
FUCKŹ I DON'T WANT THIS ANYMOREŹ

Mali° and a couple o¯her ¯rainers charge in¯o ¯he room, surTe­ing 
¯he damage, shou¯ing a¯ Benn­ for ansUers, bu¯ ¯he sound and 
images of ¯he Uorld drop aUa­ as Benn­ realiWes Uha¯ he's done. 

HE'RŸEMDEDŸCNMMNQŸDAME'RŸCAQEEQ.

Mali° and ano¯her ¯rainer ge¯ Connor ¯o his fee¯, Ual°ing him 
ou¯ of ¯he room. Connor loo°s bac°:

CONNORé(CONT'D)
DON'T FUCKING LEAVEŹ

Benn­ remains si¯¯ing, in shoc°. 7HA«Ÿ«HEŸFSC¬ŸJSR«ŸHAOOEMED?

INT.ŸCONNOR'SŸHOUSEŸ-ŸBENNY'SŸROOMŸ-ŸBATHROOMŸ-ŸDAY

Benn­ s¯ands in ¯he shoUer, le¯¯ing ¯he blood Uash doUn his 
face and in¯o ¯he drain. He s¯ares Tacan¯l­ ahead. 7HA«Ÿ«HEŸ
FSC¬ŸJSR«ŸHAOOEMED?

INT.ŸCONNOR'SŸHOUSEŸ-ŸDININGŸAREAŸ-ŸDAY

Benn­ s¯ands in ¯he dining area. I¯'s emp¯­. No food is 
Uai¯ing for him ¯here.

BENNY (V.O., PRE-LAP)
I ¯hin° I screUed up.

He loo°s ¯hrough ¯he UindoU a¯ ¯he ¯raining field beloU. ELO«©.
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EXT.ŸCONNOR'SŸHOUSEŸ-ŸPOOLŸ-ŸDAY

Benn­ s¯ands neV¯ ¯o ¯he s¯ill pool. The helicop¯er is gone. 
No one is around.

INT.ŸCONNOR'SŸHOUSEŸ-ŸTENNISŸCOURTŸ-ŸDAY

Benn­ Ual°s ¯hrough ¯he emp¯­ ¯ennis cour¯.

BENNY (V.O., PRE-LAP)
I don'¯ °noU Uha¯ ¯o do.

INT.ŸCONNOR'SŸHOUSEŸ-ŸSECURITYŸROOMŸ-ŸDAY

Benn­ loo°s a¯ all ¯he moni¯ors on ¯he Uall. All ¯he screens 
are emp¯­. No one is here.

BENNY (V.O., PRE-LAP)
ETer­one's gone. I don'¯ °noU Uha¯ 
¯ha¯ means.

INT.ŸCONNOR'SŸHOUSEŸ-ŸLIBRARYŸ-ŸDAY

Benn­ si¯s on ¯he phone in ¯he librar­. He's leaning forUard 
Ui¯h his head almos¯ be¯Ueen his legs.

BENNY
I °noU ¯here's some seriousl­ fuc°ed-
up shi¯ going on here, and ¯ha¯ 
Ual°ing aUa­ should be eas­, bu¯ I 
feel li°e I jus¯ bleU m­ chance ¯o 
pla­ ¯his game. And I don'¯ °noU Uha¯ 
m­ life is Ui¯hou¯ i¯.

TOM (V.O.)
Benn­, ­ou haTe ¯o relaV. We Uill 
figure ¯his ou¯.

BENNY
Tell me. Do ­ou ¯hin° I should...leaTe?

TOM (V.O.)
No, no. You can'¯ leaTe. Lis¯en, 
did an­one else see Uha¯ happened?

BENNY
Yes.

TOM (V.O.)
No one called ¯he cops?
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BENNY
No.

TOM (V.O.)
Then ­ou Uai¯. You Uai¯.

(bea¯)
You OK, °id?

BENNY
No.

TOM (V.O.)
Well. Fuc° Connor, righ¯?

BENNY
No. I fuc°ed up, Tom. I reall­ 
fuc°ed up. I go¯¯a deal Ui¯h ¯his.

TOM (V.O.)
Loo°, ¯his migh¯ end up being a 
good ¯hing for ­ou. You neTer °noU.

Benn­ s¯ares a¯ ¯he floor. He lif¯s his head bac° up.

BENNY
I go¯¯a go.

TOM (V.O.)
We neTer ¯al°ed abou¯ ¯his, if 
an­one, ­ou °noU, as°s.

Benn­ sha°es his head before hanging up.

He lif¯s up ¯he phone again. Dials a number.

Benn­'s mo¯her, YTe¯¯e, pic°s up af¯er a feU rings.

YVETTE (V.O.)
Hello?

Benn­ opens his mou¯h ¯o spea°, bu¯ can'¯.

YVETTE (V.O.)é(CONT'D)
Hello? Who's ¯here? 

(bea¯)
Benedic¯o? Is ¯ha¯---

Benn­ hangs up ¯he phone.

He s¯ares ou¯ oTer ¯he deser¯, ¯he sun sloUl­ descending.
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EXT.ŸCONNOR'SŸCOMPOUNDŸ-ŸNIGHT

The full moon shines doUn on ¯he dar° and silen¯ monumen¯ ¯o 
Connor Dane.

INT.ŸCONNOR'SŸHOUSEŸ-ŸBENNY'SŸROOMŸ-ŸNIGHT

Benn­ s¯ands in his underUear in fron¯ of ¯he UindoU facing 
ou¯ oTer ¯he deser¯. His e­es are glaWed oTer, unblin°ing.

EXT.ŸDESERTŸ-ŸNIGHT

The one-horned sheep has collapsed in a field of cac¯i. His 
brea¯hing is ragged, uns¯ead­. He's d­ing.

AŸLARGEŸBIGHORNŸSHEEP Ual°s up ¯o one-horn.

The one-horned sheep loo°s up a¯ him. 

The large bighorn sheep huffs doUn a¯ him before saun¯ering aUa­.

The one-horned sheep Ua¯ches him. S¯rains ¯o ge¯ up ¯o his 
Uobbl­ legs.

The large bighorn sheep s¯ops ¯o Ua¯ch him. Then leads ¯he 
one-horned sheep.

EXT.ŸTHEŸCHAPELŸ-ŸNIGHT

The large bighorn sheep approaches ¯he Chapel, s¯opping 
ou¯side i¯s doors.

The one-horned sheep s¯ands neV¯ ¯o him, loo°ing a¯ ¯he Chapel. 
Then ¯he sheep nudges ¯he door open, and s¯eps inside.

INT.ŸPODIUMŸ-ŸPRESSŸROOMŸ-ŸNIGHTŸ-ŸARCHIVAL

Connor is dressed in a ¯ailored sui¯ and spea°ing ¯o ¯he 
press af¯er a game.

CONNOR
All I'm going ¯o sa­ is, if ­ou're 
going ¯o s¯ep in¯o ¯he arena Ui¯h 
me, if ­ou're going ¯o s¯and be¯Ueen 
me and a championship, ­ou be¯¯er be 
Uilling ¯o giTe up ­our life, 
because I'Te alread­ giTen up mine.

BLACK.
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TITLEŸO6ERŸBLACK: Da­ 5

INT.ŸCONNOR'SŸHOUSEŸ-ŸBENNY'SŸROOMŸ-ŸNIGHT

THSLO...Ÿ«HSLO...Ÿ«HSLO...

Benn­'s e­es blin° open.

THSLO...

AŸRNSMDŸCNLIMGŸFQNLŸHIRŸOA«INŸDNNQ.

Benn­ loo°s oTer, bu¯ can'¯ ma°e an­¯hing ou¯ in ¯he dar°ness.

THSLO...Ÿ«HSLO...

Benn­ sloUl­ ge¯s ou¯ of bed and cau¯iousl­ Ual°s oTer ¯o ¯he 
pa¯io door.

THSLO...

Benn­ slides ¯he door open and sees «HEŸNME-HNQMEDŸRHEEO,Ÿ
OEQFEC«K©ŸHEAK«H©ŸAGAIM,ŸR«AMDIMGŸMEV«Ÿ«NŸAŸDEaD,ŸLaSKEDŸCN°N²E.

Benn­ jumps bac° in alarm.

The one-horned sheep jus¯ loo°s up a¯ him.

Benn­ sloUl­ Ual°s oTer ¯o ¯he sheep, s¯aring. IRŸHEŸ«Q©IMGŸ
«NŸ«EKKŸLEŸRNLE«HIMG?

CONNOR (O.S.)
Le¯ him in.

Benn­ ¯urns ¯o see Connor s¯anding in his doorUa­.

BENNY
Connor.

Connor mo¯ions ¯o ¯he sheep.

CONNOR
Le¯ him in. He's on ¯he same 
journe­ Ue are.

Benn­ loo°s bac° a¯ ¯he sheep. He s¯eps bac° and opens his 
arm Uide, Uelcoming ¯he sheep in.

The one-horned sheep Ual°s in, con¯inuing fur¯her in¯o ¯he house.

Benn­ is en¯irel­ focused on Connor.
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BENNY
I'm sorr­.

Connor mo¯ions ¯o Benn­'s bed.

CONNOR
No need. HaTe a sea¯.

Benn­ si¯s on his bed, his e­es loc°ed on Connor.

Connor sloUl­ Ual°s up ¯o him and holds ou¯ ¯he hand ¯ha¯ Uas 
crushed in ¯he Ueigh¯ s¯ac°---BS«ŸMNUŸI«'RŸCNLOKE«EK©ŸHEAKED.

Benn­ s¯ares a¯ i¯.

BENNY
I don'¯ unders¯and.

CONNOR
You can ¯ouch m­ hand.

Benn­ sloUl­ reaches ou¯, grabbing Connor's hand. MoTing his 
fingers. I«'RŸOEQFEC«K©ŸHEAKED.Ÿ

BENNY
I don'¯ unders¯and.

CONNOR
Do ­ou Uan¯ ¯o °noU hoU ¯his is 
possible?

BENNY
Yes.

CONNOR
Do ­ou belieTe me? Tha¯ I can ma°e 
­ou grea¯?

A ¯ear runs doUn Benn­'s chee°.

BENNY
Yes. I haTe ¯o.

CONNOR
Then s¯a­. Finish ¯he da­. I'll 
shoU ­ou eTer­¯hing.

Connor holds ou¯ his hand for Benn­ ¯o grab.

Benn­ s¯ares a¯ i¯, s¯ill oTerUhelmed. Then:

BENNY
OK.
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Benn­ grabs Connor's hand, and Connor pulls him ¯o his fee¯.

EXT.ŸDESERTŸ-ŸPRE-DAWN

Benn­ and Connor run carr­ing ¯heir foo¯balls, Ueigh¯ Tes¯s 
s¯rapped on, perfec¯l­ in s­nc, side b­ side.

EXT.ŸCONNOR'SŸHOUSEŸ-ŸTRAININGŸFIELDŸ-ŸDAY

Benn­ and Connor Uor° side b­ side in ¯heir ¯hroUing mo¯ions 
Uearing ¯he Tes¯s anchored ¯o ¯he Uall b­ bungee cords. Their 
¯hroUs are in s­nc.

INT.ŸCONNOR'SŸHOUSEŸ-ŸWEIGHTŸROOMŸ-ŸDAY

Connor spo¯s Benn­ during a heaT­ squa¯, shou¯ing 
encouragemen¯ as Benn­ s¯ands uprigh¯. Again. Again.

The mirror is s¯ill crushed behind ¯hem.

BENNY (PRE-LAP)
I'm sorr­, Mom. I didn'¯ mean ¯o 
scare ­ou.

INT.ŸCONNOR'SŸHOUSEŸ-ŸLIBRARYŸ-ŸNIGHT

Benn­ si¯s, holding ¯he phone ¯o his head.

HOWARD (V.O.)
We're jus¯ relieTed ¯o hear from ­ou.

BENNY
I¯'s been...a ¯ough Uee°. I'Te ¯hough¯ a 
lo¯ abou¯ leaTing, bu¯...¯here's s¯ill 
some¯hing for me here. Some¯hing I haTe 
¯o °noU.

YVETTE (V.O.)
You need ¯o come home.

BENNY
Jus¯ one more ¯hing, Mom.

YVETTE (V.O.)
Come home, Benedic¯o.

A helicop¯er passes in fron¯ of his UindoU ¯o land a¯ ¯he pad 
on ¯he o¯her side of ¯he house.
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BENNY
I'll call ­ou gu­s from ¯he 
airpor¯. LoTe ­ou.

Benn­ hangs up ¯he phone.

INT.ŸCONNOR'SŸHOUSEŸ-ŸFRONTŸHALLWAYŸ-ŸNIGHT

Benn­ Ual°s ¯he hallUa­ bu¯ s¯ops. He can hear Connor 
¯al°ing. HEŸCAM'«ŸLA¬EŸNS«Ÿ«HEŸUNQDR...

7AI«,ŸUHN'RŸHEQE?

Benn­ Ual°s, lis¯ening as he goes. Connor is haTing a full-on 
conTersa¯ion.

Benn­ s¯ops as he nears Connor's bedroom.

CONNOR (O.C.)
I guess I should sa­ ¯han° ­ou? I 
don'¯ °noU. I don'¯ °noU Uha¯ 
¯hings Uould be li°e Ui¯hou¯ ­ou.

Benn­ decides he needs ¯o reTeal himself and s¯eps in¯o---

INT.ŸCONNOR'SŸHOUSEŸ-ŸCONNOR'SŸBEDROOMŸ-ŸNIGHT

Connor si¯s alone on his bed. THEQE'RŸMNŸNMEŸEKREŸIMŸHIRŸ
QNNL.ŸHE'RŸMN«ŸHNKDIMGŸAŸOHNME.ŸNNŸHEADOHNMER.

Connor loo°s surprised ¯o see him.

Benn­ loo°s around ¯he room.

BENNY
Were ­ou jus¯ ¯al°ing ¯o someone?

CONNOR
Uh, no. No. Some¯imes I jus¯...¯al°. 
I¯'s a Ueird habi¯. I'm alone a lo¯.

Benn­ shrugs.

BENNY
I ge¯ i¯. I¯'s a Ueird place.

Connor smiles.

CONNOR
Yeah. I¯ is. 

(bea¯)
(MORE)
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CONNORé(CONT'D)
You as°ed me if I s¯ill loTe ¯he game, 
and ¯he ¯ru¯h is... I don'¯. No¯ 
an­more. I used ¯o. I ¯hin° abou¯ m­ 
dad and... 

Connor smiles, ¯hin°ing abou¯ ano¯her life. Then: 

CONNORé(CONT'D)
I'Te Uon eTer­¯hing, and noU I don'¯ 
feel an­¯hing. I¯'s no¯ Uor¯h... I¯'s 
no¯ Uor¯h i¯ ¯o me noU. You being here 
has alloUed me ¯o ¯hin°---ac¯uall­ 
¯hin°---for ¯he firs¯ ¯ime in a long 
¯ime. And... I Uish I could ea¯ piWWa. 
I Uish a lo¯ of ¯hings Uere differen¯. 
I jus¯ Uan¯ed ­ou ¯o °noU ¯ha¯.

Benn­ ¯a°es ¯his in, realiWing hoU sad Connor ac¯uall­ is. He 
forces a smile.

BENNY
S¯ill ¯ime, righ¯? 

(re: ¯he helicop¯er)
I ¯hin° ­our friends are here, b­ 
¯he Ua­.

CONNOR
Good. This, a¯ leas¯, should be fun.

BENNY
Af¯er ¯his Uee°, I sure fuc°ing hope so.

Connor laughs as he grabs a foo¯ball from his des°.

EXT.ŸCONNOR'SŸHOUSEŸ-ŸPLAYINGŸFIELDŸ-ŸNIGHT

The s¯adium ligh¯s are ¯urned on ¯o ligh¯ ¯he field.

Benn­ and Connor Ual° ou¯ on¯o ¯he field Uhere T7ENT9Ÿ
PROFESSIONALŸFOOTBALLŸPLA9ERS are alread­ Uai¯ing.

The­ Ual° up and gree¯ each one, Connor in a friendl­ Ua­, 
Benn­ in a more formal, aU°Uard Ua­.

From ¯he pla­ers ¯o Benn­: źHEY ROOKŹź, źHope ­ou brough¯ 
­our big bo­ bri¯chesŹź, RNLEŸBAQ¬IMGŸRNSMDR, e¯ce¯era.

Connor ¯a°es cen¯er s¯age.
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CONNOR
All righ¯, bo­s, Uha¯ Ue haTe here 
is a seTen-on-seTen Ui¯h a cen¯er 
and fiTe receiTers, four-second 
dela­ in ¯he rush, man-¯o-man 
coTerage onl­, ¯Uo-poin¯ conTersions 
af¯er scoring, ¯Uo-hand ¯ouch---

The pla­ers jeer a¯ ¯his. TUNŸHAMDŸ«NSCH,ŸOFF«.

CONNORé(CONT'D)
---¯Uo-hand ¯ouch---i¯ is ¯he 
offseason, af¯er all---scrimmage. 
There is a 60-minu¯e running cloc° 
on ¯he scoreboard---

Connor poin¯s ¯o ¯he high school leTel scoreboard on ¯he far 
end of ¯he field.

CONNORé(CONT'D)
---highes¯ score a¯ ¯he end Uins. You 
haTe alread­ been diTided b­ ¯eams, 
blue Uris¯ band is ¯eam Dane---

Blue Uris¯s fl­ in¯o ¯he air, Uhooping Ui¯h glee.

CONNORé(CONT'D)
---red Uris¯s are ¯eam Ma¯his.

The blue Uris¯s jus¯ boo ¯he red ones.

CONNORé(CONT'D)
Ta°e i¯ eas­, fellas, ¯his is jus¯ 
for fun, righ¯? 

The­ all agree in some form or fashion, mos¯ sarcas¯icall­.

CONNORé(CONT'D)
OK, le¯'s pla­ ball.

BEGINŸMONTAGEŸOFŸSCRIMMAGE:

-Connor s¯ands behind ¯he cen¯er.

CONNORé(CONT'D)
Se¯ hi°eŹ

The cen¯er snaps ¯he ball. The defender oTer ¯he ball, 
RASHAN, coun¯s for ¯he pass rush.

RASHAN
One Mississippi, ¯Uo Miss--
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Connor Wips a pass ¯o a receiTer on a pos¯ rou¯e, hi¯¯ing him 
20 ­ards doUn field Ui¯h beau¯iful precision.

-Ano¯her Connor pass ¯o ¯he far sideline, shoUing off his arm 
s¯reng¯h.

-Benn­ sha°es his head s¯anding on ¯he sideline Ui¯h a feU 
o¯her pla­ers.

-A Connor pass on a dig rou¯e oTer ¯he middle for a ¯ouchdoUn.

-Connor ¯hroUing a perfec¯ fade for ¯he ¯Uo-poin¯ conTersion.

-Scoreboard shoUs: HOME 8, AWAY 0

-Benn­ noU s¯ands behind his cen¯er, surTe­ing ¯he field.

BENNY
Hu¯, hu¯, hi°eŹ

Benn­ ca¯ches ¯he snap and bounces on his fee¯. 

7ARREN, ¯he o¯her defender oTer ¯he cen¯er, coun¯s.

WARREN
One Mississippi, ¯Uo Mississippi, 
¯hree Mississippi---

Benn­ °eeps bouncing, no¯ pulling ¯he ¯rigger.

WARRENé(CONT'D)
Four MississippiŹ

Warren quic°l­ bloUs pas¯ ¯he cen¯er and SMASHES an 
unsuspec¯ing Benn­ ¯o ¯he ¯urf.

Benn­ clu¯ches his ches¯, ¯r­ing ¯o brea¯he, as ¯he o¯her pla­ers 
on ¯he field push and shoTe each o¯her abou¯ ¯he hard hi¯.

Connor runs in from ¯he sideline.

CONNOR
I¯'s ¯Uo-hand ¯ouch, WarrenŹ

WARREN
I used bo¯h m­ handsŹ

Mos¯ eTer­one laughs a¯ ¯ha¯.

CONNOR
He­Ź Tha¯'s no¯---

Benn­ s¯ands.
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BENNY
We're good.

Connor loo°s a¯ Benn­.

BENNYé(CONT'D)
We're good.

CONNOR
OK.

Connor jogs bac° ¯o ¯he sideline.

Benn­ mo¯ions for his receiTers ¯o ge¯ bac° ¯o ¯he line. He 
s¯ands behind ¯he cen¯er.

BENNY
Read­­­­---hi°eŹ

Benn­ ca¯ches ¯he ball, bouncing again.

WARREN
One Mississippi, ¯Uo Mississippi---

Benn­ jus¯ s¯ares a¯ Warren.

WARRENé(CONT'D)
Three Mississippi, four 
MississippiŹ Read­ or no¯Ź

Warren again quic°l­ bloUs pas¯ ¯he cen¯er and charges 
¯oUards Benn­.

Benn­ Uai¯s un¯il ¯he las¯ momen¯ ¯o s¯ep aside, and RHNTEŸAŸ
R«IFFŸAQLŸQIGH«ŸIM«NŸ7AQQEM'RŸFACE,ŸJALLIMGŸHIRŸHEADŸAMDŸMEC¬Ÿ
R«QAIGH«ŸSOŸARŸBEMM©ŸERCAOERŸ«HEŸONC¬E«.

Benn­ runs Ui¯h shoc°ing a¯hle¯icism, ju°ing one defender, ¯Uo 
defenders, ¯hen as he heads ¯o ¯he sideline, fa°es running ou¯ 
of bounds---¯hen CQSRHERŸAŸDEFEMDEQ,ŸZAIRE,ŸB©ŸKNUEQIMGŸHIRŸ
RHNSKDEQŸQIGH«ŸIM«NŸHIRŸCHER«Ÿbefore s¯epping ou¯ of bounds. 

Benn­ spi°es ¯he ball neV¯ ¯o Zaire, Uho is rolling on ¯he ground.

BENNY
WOOŹ

The defensiTe pla­ers go nu¯s, charging Benn­, Uho is 
pro¯ec¯ed b­ his ¯eamma¯es.

Warren charges, haTing ¯o be held bac°.

WARREN
I'm gonna °ill ­ou, mo¯herfuc°erŹ
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BENNY
Fuc° ­ou, bi¯chŹ

THEŸRNSMDŸDQNOR aUa­ as ¯he ¯Uo sides ­ell a¯ each o¯her Ui¯h 
shoc°ing feroci¯­. Wha¯eTer friendliness eVis¯ed has noU 
¯urned in¯o a s¯ree¯ figh¯.

Connor smiles from ¯he far sideline.

-CLOSE-UPŸNIGHTMAREŸIMAGER9ŸATŸ6ARIOUSŸSPEEDS: Benn­'s elboU 
Uhipping ¯hrough space ¯o ma°e a pass. WATER spra­ing in¯o a 
mou¯h. SUea¯ SPRAYING off ¯he ¯op of someone's head as 
¯he­'re hi¯. 

A SERIES OF MOUTHS SHOUTING, TEETH GNASHING, SPITTLE FLYING, 
EYES UNBLINKING Ui¯h ¯he fain¯ sound of dogfigh¯ing. FINGERS 
BENDING BACK as ¯he­ ca¯ch a foo¯ball. A NOSE BLOWING SNOT 
on¯o ¯he grass beloU. DREADLOCKS BEING YANKED BACK almos¯ 
ripping from ¯he scalp on a ¯ac°le.

Dir¯ FLYING up from a clea¯. A FACE SMASHING AGAINST A 
SHOULDER, CR5NCH. A DISLOCATED FINGER poin¯ing in a Urong 
direc¯ion. Fingers searching in a blood­ mou¯h for a MISSING 
TOOTH. BENNY SHOUTING ANGRILY.

ENDŸCLOSE-UPŸIMAGER9.

-Connor ¯hroUing a spiral ¯o a receiTer in ¯he end Wone. 
Celebra¯ion.

-Benn­ ¯hroUing a beau¯iful deep pass on ¯he run for a 
¯ouchdoUn. Celebra¯ion.

Pla­ers on ¯he sideline are impressed---«HIRŸ¬IDŸIRŸFNQŸQEAK.

-A Connor pass. A Benn­ pass. A Connor pass. A Benn­ pass. 
Again. Again. Again.

-ReceiTers ca¯ching in Tarious angles, in Tarious difficul¯ 
Ua­s, some ge¯¯ing smashed, o¯hers figh¯ing ¯hrough ¯ac°les.

-Connor ¯a°ing ¯he snap, bouncing in ¯he poc°e¯, ¯hen 
unleashing a perfec¯ spiral 45 ­ards doUn ¯he field, hi¯¯ing 
a receiTer in s¯ride and running in¯o ¯he end Wone.

Connor claps his hands.

Benn­ loo°s up a¯ ¯he cloc° on ¯he scoreboard: 1:30ŸQELAIMRŸ
AMDŸCNSM®IMG,Ÿ®HEŸRCNQEŸIRŸHOMEŸ62,ŸA7A9Ÿ60.

Benn­ quic°l­ runs on¯o ¯he field, mo¯ioning for his pla­ers 
¯o line up.
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BENNYé(CONT'D)
Come on, come onŹ Le¯'s go, line 
up, line upŹ

Benn­ s¯ands in sho¯gun and ma°es sure eTer­one is lined up.

BENNYé(CONT'D)
Hu¯, hu¯, hi°eŹ

Benn­ ge¯s ¯he ball as Warren coun¯s---BS«ŸHEŸSMKEARHERŸAŸ
OEQFEC«ŸR«QI¬EŸNMŸAMŸNS«ŸOA««EQMŸ20Ÿ©AQDRŸDNUMŸ«HEŸFIEKD.

Benn­ quic°l­ runs doUn ¯he field ¯o ¯he spo¯ Uhere ¯he 
receiTer s¯epped ou¯.

BENNYé(CONT'D)
Line up, line upŹ

Benn­ loo°s up a¯ ¯he running cloc°: 58ŸRECNMDRŸAMDŸCNSM®IMG.

Benn­ claps his hands feTerishl­.

BENNYé(CONT'D)
Come on, come on, come onŹ

He Uai¯s behind ¯he cen¯er, Uai¯ing for ¯he eVac¯ momen¯ 
eTer­one is lined up.

BENNYé(CONT'D)
HIKEŹ

Benn­ ca¯ches ¯he ball, bouncing as Warren coun¯s. He pump 
fa°es ¯o one side, ¯hen quic°l­ piTo¯s ¯o ¯he o¯her side, 
¯hroUing a beau¯iful pass on a corner rou¯e.

The receiTer ca¯ches i¯ oTer his shoulder a¯ ¯he 15-­ard line 
before ge¯¯ing caugh¯ from behind.

Pla­ers cheer from ¯he sideline as Benn­ again runs doUn ¯he 
field ¯o ¯he spo¯.

Pla­ers are rushing ¯o ¯he line.

Benn­ loo°s up a¯ ¯he cloc°: 25ŸRECNMDRŸAMDŸCNSM®IMG.

The receiTer Uho caugh¯ ¯he ball, DA6ANTE, is sloU ¯o ge¯ up.

BENNYé(CONT'D)
Shi¯.

THEŸCKNC¬Ÿ¬EEORŸCNSM«IMGŸARŸDATAM«EŸIRŸ«Q©IMGŸHIRŸBER«Ÿ«NŸ
DQAGŸHILREKFŸNFFŸ«HEŸFIEKD.
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BENNYé(CONT'D)
GET OFF THE FUCKING FIELDŹ

WARREN
Cloc°'s ¯ic°ingŹ

The defensiTe pla­ers shou¯ źTICK TICK TICKŹź źHURRY YOUR ASS UPŹź

Benn­ runs oTer ¯o DaTan¯e, ¯a°ing one of DaTan¯e's arms and 
pu¯¯ing i¯ on his shoulder---Ui¯hou¯ much ¯hough¯ of 
DaTan¯e's injur­---quic°l­ pulls him ¯o ¯he sideline as 
DaTan¯e RCQEALRŸIMŸOAIM.

Benn­ quic°l­ runs bac° ¯o ¯he cen¯er as a neU receiTer comes on 
for DaTan¯e. Benn­ loo°s a¯ ¯he cloc°: 8ŸRECNMDRŸAMDŸCNSM®IMG.

WARRENé(CONT'D)
Las¯ pla­Ź Las¯ pla­Ź

Benn­ le¯s ou¯ one final brea¯h ¯o calm himself.

BENNY
HIKEŹ

Benn­ ca¯ches ¯he ball, surTe­s ¯he field. NN«HIMG,ŸMN«HIMG.

WARREN
Three Mississippi, four---

Benn­ ¯a°es off running ¯oUard ¯he end Wone. He dodges one 
defender, ¯hen sends ano¯her Ticious s¯iff arm in¯o ¯he ches¯ 
of ano¯her defender Uho can'¯ grab him.

BEMM©ŸREERŸ«HEŸEMDŸWNMEŸQIGH«ŸIMŸFQNM«ŸNFŸHIL.

THEN: from ¯he side Zaire CQARHERŸIM«NŸHIL,ŸUQAOOIMGŸHIRŸAQLRŸ
AQNSMDŸBEMM©'RŸCHER«,ŸKEAMIMGŸNMŸHILŸ«NŸBQIMGŸHILŸDNUM.

Benn­ s¯ruggles ¯o figh¯ forUard, jus¯ fee¯ from ¯he 
¯ouchdoUn. He R«QE«CHERŸ¯he foo¯ball ou¯ Ui¯h his off-hand as 
Zaire slides bac°, pulling on his o¯her arm---his ¯hroUing 
arm---s¯re¯ching i¯ all ¯he Ua­ ou¯ behind Benn­.

From behind: 7AQQEMŸCHAQGERŸBEMM©.

Benn­ screams ¯o s¯re¯ch ¯he ball ¯o ¯he end Wone---AMDŸQIGH«Ÿ
ARŸHEŸDNER,Ÿ7AQQEMŸSMASHESŸIM«NŸBEMM©'RŸBAC¬ŸAMDŸEV«EMDEDŸ
AQL,ŸINSTANTL9ŸBREAKINGŸIT,ŸSENDINGŸHISŸELBO7ŸINŸTHEŸOPPOSITEŸ
DIRECTION.

Benn­ screams as his limp, comple¯el­ unna¯urall­ bro°en arm 
dangles neV¯ ¯o him, his o¯her arm and foo¯ball in ¯he end Wone.
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Benn­'s ¯eam Uins. Bu¯ eTer­one noU huddles around ¯he ¯op 
pic° in ¯he draf¯, in comple¯e shoc° a¯ ¯he horrific injur­. 

Some drop ¯o ¯heir °nee in pra­er, o¯hers haTe ¯o loo° aUa­, 
some UaTe oTer ¯he ¯rainers.

Benn­ con¯inues ¯o scream in pain, ¯ears falling.

Connor appears, loo°ing doUn a¯ him.

CONNOR
You Uon, °id. 

Benn­ loo°s up a¯ Connor.

CONNORé(CONT'D)
You're a fuc°ing legend, do ­ou hear 
me? ETer­one here is a Ui¯ness ¯o i¯.

Pla­ers around him Toice ¯heir agreemen¯.

TRAINERS rush in, ins¯an¯l­ ge¯¯ing ¯o Uor° ¯o se¯ ¯he arm in 
an aircas¯.

CONNORé(CONT'D)
Le¯'s ge¯ him ¯o ¯he helicop¯er.

ENDŸMONTAGE.

EXT.ŸCONNOR'SŸHOUSEŸ-ŸHELICOPTERŸPADŸ-ŸNIGHT

Benn­ is being carried on a s¯re¯cher he's s¯rapped ¯o b­ 
seTeral pla­ers, including Connor. Benn­ jus¯ coTers his face.

The helicop¯er is s¯ar¯ing up, i¯s ro¯ors gaining speed.

The men carefull­ slide him on¯o ¯he helicop¯er.

INT.ŸHELICOPTERŸ-ŸCONNOR'SŸCOMPOUNDŸ-ŸNIGHT

The helicop¯er lif¯s off ¯he ground, Las Vegas bound.

Connor s¯ares doUn a¯ Benn­. The­'re bo¯h Uearing headse¯s. 
Benn­ loo°s up, ¯ears in his e­es.

BENNY (ON HEADSET)
I neTer go¯ m­ chance. 

Connor ¯a°es off his headse¯ and leans doUn neV¯ ¯o Benn­'s head.

BENNYé(CONT'D)
GiTe me ¯he chance, Connor.
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Connor s¯ares a¯ Benn­ before leaning bac° closer.

CONNOR
(sub¯i¯led)

Do ­ou Uan¯ ¯o go ¯o ¯he hospi¯al 
or ¯he Chapel?

Benn­ loo°s a¯ Connor in confusion. 

Connor s¯ares bac°. He nods. 9ER,Ÿ©NSŸUEQEŸQIGH«.

Benn­'s mou¯h forms ¯he Uord źCHAPEL.ź

EXT.ŸTHEŸCHAPELŸ-ŸNIGHT

The helicop¯er lands a shor¯ dis¯ance from ¯he Chapel, 
spra­ing sand in all direc¯ions.

OS«RIDEŸ«HEŸCHAOEK,ŸAŸBSQMIMGŸJSMIOEQŸ«QEEŸCNKNQRŸ«HEŸMIGH«Ÿ
AQNSMDŸ«HEL.

Benn­ leans in¯o Connor as Connor helps him off ¯he 
helicop¯er and on¯o ¯he ground.

Connor mo¯ions ¯o ¯he helicop¯er ¯o ¯a°e off. I¯ quic°l­ 
heads bac° in ¯he direc¯ion of ¯he compound.

Benn­ and Connor sloUl­ ma°e ¯heir Ua­ ¯o ¯he Chapel.

THEŸNME-HNQMEDŸRHEEOŸR«AMDRŸJSR«ŸNS«RIDEŸ«HEŸDNNQR, Ua¯ching 
¯hem approach.

Connor pushes ¯he door open.

INT.ŸTHEŸCHAPELŸ-ŸNIGHT

As ¯he­ Ual° in, Benn­ sees T7OŸROBEDŸFIGURESŸR²aMDIMGŸIMŸ²HEŸ
²UNŸFaQŸCNQMEQRŸNFŸ²HEŸQNNL,Ÿ²HEIQŸBaC³RŸ²NŸBEMM°ŸaMDŸCNMMNQ.

Candles are ¯he onl­ ligh¯s in ¯he room, lining ¯he slab in 
¯he cen¯er of ¯he room.

ETer­ Uord Benn­ spea°s is painful, eVhaus¯ing.

BENNY
Wha¯. The fuc°. Is. This?

Connor doesn'¯ respond, and jus¯ guides him on¯o ¯he slab.

CONNOR
Lie on ­our bac°.
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Benn­ carefull­ loUers himself on¯o ¯he slab.

CONNORé(CONT'D)
I didn'¯ Uan¯ i¯ ¯o happen ¯his Ua­. You 
haTe ¯o unders¯and, ¯here's no good Ua­ 
¯o sa­ Uha¯ I am abou¯ ¯o. Bu¯ I ¯hin° 
¯his Uee° has prepared ­ou for i¯.

Connor si¯s on a s¯ool neV¯ ¯o ¯he slab. Connor ¯a°es a momen¯ as 
¯he hooded figure ¯urns and Ual°s ¯o s¯and neV¯ ¯o him. His face 
remains in ¯he dar°ness of ¯he hood. This is CONNOR'SŸCURSE.

CONNORé(CONT'D)
M­ second ­ear in Dallas. I made a deal. 
A choice.

Connor's Curse places a hand on Connor's shoulder, long, 
blac° fingernails eV¯ending ou¯ on¯o Connor's ches¯.

CONNORé(CONT'D)
I¯ alloUed me, Ui¯h cer¯ain 
s¯ipula¯ions, ¯o alUa­s be a¯ m­ bes¯. 
To ¯rain as hard as I needed Ui¯hou¯ 
fear. I¯ alloUed me ¯o become eTer­¯hing 
­ou'Te seen. Bu¯ I could neTer s¯op. 
Un¯il someone made ¯he same choice. I¯ 
means haTing no balance in life. I¯ 
means ¯his is ­our religion, and ­ou are 
i¯s Wealo¯. I¯ means Uha¯eTer illusions 
­ou haTe abou¯ famil­, friends...

Connor sha°es his head źno.ź

CONNORé(CONT'D)
Bu¯ I'm an old man noU, and ¯his 
isn'¯ a choice for old men ¯o ma°e.

The second hooded figure ¯urns and Ual°s oTer ¯o ¯he o¯her 
side of Benn­. Benn­'s brea¯h ca¯ches as he ¯urns ¯o see ¯he 
dar°ened face. This is BENN9'SŸCURSE.

CONNORé(CONT'D)
Tha¯'s ¯he ¯hing, Benn­. I¯'s ­our 
choice.

Connor's Curse pulls bac° his hood ¯o reTeal: CONNORŸFROMŸ20Ÿ
9EARSŸEARLIER,ŸONL9ŸHISŸE9ESŸAREŸMIDNIGHTŸBLACK,ŸHISŸTEETHŸ
SLIGHTL9ŸLARGERŸANDŸ7HITERŸASŸHEŸSMILESŸDO7NŸATŸBENN9.

Benn­'s on ¯he Terge of panic, bu¯ his mind reels ¯hrough i¯s 
meaning, as eTer­¯hing from ¯he pas¯ Uee° clic°s in¯o place.
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CONNORé(CONT'D)
You'Te seen ¯he reUards. You unders¯and 
¯he consequences. No one can °noU. No 
one Uill unders¯and. And ¯hen ­ou haTe 
¯o pass i¯ on. To be clear: ­ou could 
leaTe here, go home ¯o ­our famil­, and 
ma°e good mone­ from ¯his injur­, ­ou 
Uould be ¯a°en care of. Bu¯ ­ou'll 
probabl­ neTer pla­ foo¯ball again. 

(bea¯)
Or ­ou can.

Benn­'s Curse pulls bac° his hood: IT'SŸBENN9,ŸONL9Ÿ7ITHŸ
BLACKŸE9ES,ŸSMILINGŸ7HITEŸTEETH.

Benn­ s¯ares a¯ his curse, dumbfounded.

CONNORé(CONT'D)
And ­ou can fuc°ing rule ¯he field 
li°e no one else has.

Benn­ loo°s ¯o Connor. ETEQ©«HIMGŸHSQ«R.

BENNY
Wh­...all ¯he games? The ¯es¯s? The 
lies?

CONNOR
Because I couldn'¯ giTe ¯his ¯o 
­ou. You had ¯o ¯a°e i¯.

Benn­'s Curse opens his mou¯h ¯o spea°, his ¯ee¯h snapping a¯ 
nearl­ each sound. 7HA«ŸERCAOERŸHIRŸKIORŸIRŸAŸGS««SQAK,ŸMAR«©Ÿ
OA««EQMŸNFŸROEECHŸ«HA«ŸIRŸAKLNR«ŸOAIMFSKŸ«NŸHEAQ,ŸBS«ŸI«Ÿ
ECHNER,ŸKI¬EŸAŸCHNQSRŸNFŸ«HNSRAMDR---KI¬EŸAKKŸ«HEŸQATEMNSRŸ
FAMRŸIMRIDEŸAŸFNN«BAKKŸR«ADISL.

CONNORé(CONT'D)
He sa­s: źI ea¯ ­our pain, and giTe 
­ou glor­.ź

CNMMNQ'RŸCSQREŸLA¬ERŸHIRŸUA©ŸNM«NŸ«HEŸRKAB,ŸCQAUKIMGŸNTEQŸ
BEMM©,ŸHIRŸRLIKIMGŸFACEŸETEMŸUI«HŸBEMM©'R.

Benn­ jus¯ s¯ares in shoc°, blin°ing a¯ ­e¯ ano¯her 
comple¯el­ fuc°ing uneVplainable ¯hing,

Connor ¯a°es Benn­'s hand on his good arm.

CONNORé(CONT'D)
Do ­ou Uan¯ m­ job?
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Benn­ loo°s a¯ Connor. Then leans bac°, closing his e­es. HEŸ
CAMŸHEAQŸ«HEŸQNAQŸNFŸ«HEŸCQNUD.Ÿ60,000ŸOENOKEŸCHAM«ŸHIRŸMALE:Ÿ
"BENN9!ŸBENN9!ŸBENN9!"

BENNY
(Uhispering)

Yes.

BEMM©'RŸCSQREŸIMR«AM«K©ŸQEACHERŸNS«ŸAŸKNMGŸFIMGEQMAIKŸ«NŸ«HEŸ
CNMMNQ'RŸCSQRE'RŸ«HQNA«,ŸRKICIMGŸI²ŸNOEM,ŸBKNNDŸGSRHIMGŸDNUMŸ
NM²NŸBEMM°'RŸFaCE.Ÿ

EXT.ŸTHEŸCHAPELŸ-ŸNIGHT

The one-horned sheep s¯ands ou¯side ¯he Chapel as ¯he juniper ¯ree 
burns, and Ue hear BENN9'SŸSCREAMSŸTURNSŸTOŸAŸGURGLINGŸMESS.

BLACK.

INT.ŸITALIANŸRESTAURANTŸ-ŸNIGHT

ONŸTHEŸT6ŸO6ERŸTHEŸBAR:ŸBenn­ is se¯¯ing up behind ¯he cen¯er 
for ¯he Dallas CoUbo­s, ¯he S¯ar on his helme¯. The Tolume is 
¯urned doUn. This is a class­ place.

Benn­ lif¯s a °nee, sending ¯he receiTer in mo¯ion.

Benn­ bar°s ou¯ his cadence, finall­ ge¯¯ing ¯he ball from 
¯he cen¯er and going in¯o a fiTe-s¯ep drop.

The poc°e¯ collapses around him, bu¯ he s¯eps up, ¯hroUing a 
s¯ri°e doUn ¯he middle of ¯he field.

The ball lands perfec¯l­ in ¯he arms of ¯he sprin¯ing 
receiTer, ¯a°ing i¯ in¯o ¯he end Wone.

We are drif¯ing aUa­ from ¯he TV, sloUl­ ¯a°ing in more and 
more of ¯he res¯auran¯. Diners, serTers. The sound in ¯he 
room sloUl­ drops aUa­.

The pla­ers on ¯he sideline erup¯, ¯he croUd goes craW­.

Benn­ calml­ pumps his fis¯. 

We shif¯ ¯o a ¯able Ui¯h food, lo¯s of i¯. Pas¯as, piWWa, 
charcu¯erie, coc°¯ails.

Connor Dane, noU abou¯ 20 pounds heaTier and loo°ing ¯en ­ears 
older, is ¯he happies¯ he's eTer been, and si¯s laughing Ui¯h 
Elsie, T­ler, his ­ounger daugh¯er, PENN9, and ¯heir FRIENDS.
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Connor ¯a°es a big bi¯e of piWWa, enjo­ing ¯he absolu¯e hell 
ou¯ of i¯.

Ou¯ of ¯he corner of his e­e he spo¯s ¯he TV. Connor s¯ops 
cheUing for a momen¯, seeing Uha¯ i¯ is.

Connor leans bac°, mo¯ioning ¯o ge¯ ¯he a¯¯en¯ion of his SERVER, 
his arm no¯iceabl­ s¯iff as he does so.

She Ual°s oTer. Connor sa­s some¯hing ¯o her Ue can'¯ hear, 
bu¯ she nods, and Ual°s aUa­.

Connor s¯ar¯s laughing again Ui¯h ¯he conTersa¯ion a¯ ¯he 
¯able, ea¯ing some more perfec¯ piWWa.

ONŸTHEŸT6ŸO6ERŸTHEŸBAR: Benn­ si¯s s¯oicall­ on ¯he bench, Uai¯ing 
for his ¯ime ¯o ge¯ bac° on ¯he field. 7EŸREEŸ«HEŸCQNUD,ŸARŸ«HEŸ
RNSMDŸBSIKDR,ŸKI¬EŸUE'QEŸIMRIDEŸ«HEŸR«ADISL:ŸBS«Ÿ«HIRŸIRM'«ŸJSR«Ÿ
«HEŸ60,000ŸFAMRŸCHEEQIMGŸLAMIACAKK©,ŸI«'RŸ«HEŸ160ŸLIKKINMŸAQNSMDŸ
«HEŸUNQKDŸUHNREŸIMRA«IABKEŸHSMGEQŸUIKKŸMETEQŸBEŸRA«IRFIED.

NoU bac° ¯o Benn­. We push in¯o his face---HIRŸ«QNSBKED,ŸUEIGH«-
NF-«HE-UNQKDŸEVOQERRINM---un¯il ¯he grain s¯ar¯s ¯o shoU.

Then someone ¯urns off ¯he TV.

BLACK.

THEŸEND.
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